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THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

December 25, 2019

FESTIVAL WORSHIP

WELCOME TO CALVARY
Welcome to our guests and visitors who have joined us for worship on this festival day.
A blessed Christmas to all of you!
Glory to the newborn King!” The refrain of the familiar Christmas hymn invites us to proclaim
that Christ is born in Bethlehem. Today we celebrate God coming into the history of our earth in
person - in the person of a baby born in Bethlehem. “This is my beloved Son!” God proclaimed
this years later when Jesus arrived at the Jordan River at the time of His Baptism. But already at
the time of His birth, Jesus’ special nature was established as God in the flesh - in our human
flesh! We express our thankfulness and our joy at that blessed coming!
We now spend twelve days praising God the Father for the gift of his Incarnate Son. The festival
of Christmas culminates with the Epiphany of our Lord on Monday, January 6, 2020.

LARGE PRINT SERVICE FOLDERS
Large print service folders of this evening’s worship are available in the entry area. If you need
assistance locating one, please ask an usher for help.

OUR FACILITIES
Our restrooms are in the narthex toward the back right as you exit the sanctuary. The members of
Calvary believe that families should be encouraged to worship together. If your young child
needs to be quieted, we have audio/video available in the narthex and audio in the restrooms. If
you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher.

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE
We believe that gathering at God’s altar to receive Holy Communion is a testimony of the
confession and commitment we share as members of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who
are not members of our Lutheran denomination to speak with one of the pastors before joining us
at the altar so that all may have a clear understanding of our faith and practice. Thank you.

-2-

Christmas Day 2019
“God So Loved the World”
+ GATHERING +
55 – Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful

OPENING HYMN

INVOCATION
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Stand

Minister

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation

A

-

men.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M

Beloved in the Lord: Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have
mercy on me a sinner.

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie)

ABSOLUTION
M

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

61 – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

GLORY TO GOD (Gloria in Excelsis)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
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M

The Lord be with you.

M

Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us
free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be seated

+ THE WORD +
FIRST LESSON

Micah 5:2-5a
The prophet Micah foretells that a promised Ruler will come from Bethlehem

MICAH 5:2

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel.
His goings forth are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.
3

Therefore the LORD will give them up,
until the time when the woman who is in labor bears a child.
Then the remaining survivors from his brothers will return to
the people of Israel.
4
He will stand and shepherd with the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
They will dwell securely, for at that time he will be great to the ends
of the earth.
5

This one will be their peace.

RESPONSORY
M
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 98
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SECOND LESSON

Galatians 4:4-7
When the time had fully come, God sent His Son
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GALATIANS 4:4

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman,
so that he would be born under the law, 5in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would
be adopted as sons. 6And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to
shout, “Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son. And if you are a son, then you are also
an heir of God through Christ.

RESPONSORY
M
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

59 (1) – Christ the Lord to Us Is Born

VERSE OF THE DAY

Stand for the Gospel Lesson

GOSPEL LESSON

John 1:1-18
The Word becomes flesh on earth
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M

The Gospel according to John, chapter 1.

JOHN 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything was made, and without him not one
thing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 5The
light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6
There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an eyewitness to
testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8He was not the light, but he
came to testify about the light.
9
The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10He was in the world,
and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11He came to what
was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who did receive him, to those
who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of God. 13They were born, not of
blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, but born of God.
14
The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has as
the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15
John testified about him. He cried out, “This was the one I spoke about when I said, ‘The
one coming after me outranks me because he existed before me.’” 16For out of his fullness we
have all received grace upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. The only-begotten Son, who is close to the
Father’s side, has made him known.
2

M

The Gospel of the Lord!

CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Athanasian Creed: Part 1

Spoken responsively
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M

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ
also took on human flesh. Now this is the true Christian faith:

C

We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man.

M

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time
from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh,

C

equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;

M

and though he is both God and Man, Christ is not two persons but one,

C

one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;

M

one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;

C

for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one
Christ.

M

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead.

C

He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, and
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

M

At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal deeds.

C

Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done evil will go
into eternal fire.

M

This is the true Christian faith.

C

Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.
Be seated

33 – All Praise to You, Eternal God

HYMN OF THE DAY
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SERMON

John 3:16

Christmas, Alone
Sermon notes

Please stand

RESPONSE

377 (1,6) – Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt.
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1

Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,
With exultation springing,
And, with united heart and voice
And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done,
How his right arm the vict’ry won.
How dearly it has cost him!

6

The Son obeyed his Father’s will,
Was born of virgin mother,
And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore;
A servant’s form like mine he bore
To lead the devil captive.

Be seated

OFFERING and FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
Please take a moment during the collection of the offering to sign the Friendship Register.

MUSICAL OFFERING
Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M

On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a Savior
has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your
Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise.

C

Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!

M

What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth
and lying in a manger.

C

Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our
Savior.

M

In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know that
Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the
good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also make use of the
unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard
concerning the child.
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C

Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people.

M

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M

As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today and
every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts.

C

Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

+ THE SACRAMENT +
PREFACE AND SEASONAL SENTENCE
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M The Lord be with you.

M Lift up your hearts.

M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. When the time had fully come, he sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Now
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his
Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory forever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
1. Hosanna to the coming Lord!
Hosanna to the incarnate Word!
To Christ, Creator, Savior, King
Let earth, let heav’n hosanna sing.

21 - Hosanna to the Coming Lord
3. O Advent King, our sins forgive;
Come in our lives and hearts to live,
And let our humble souls become
A temple worthy of your name.

2. O Savior, with protecting care
4. Then in the last and dreadful day,
Abide in this your house of prayer,
When earth and heav’n shall melt away,
Where we your parting promise claim,
Your flock, redeemed from sinful stain,
Assembled in your sacred name.
Shall swell the sound of praise again.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
1. O Jesus, Lamb of God, you are
My comfort and my guiding star;
I come, a sinner, trustingly
And bring my many sins with me.

27 (1,2) - O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are
2. O Lord, my sin indeed is great;
I groan beneath the dreadful weight.
Be merciful to me, I pray;
Take guilt and punishment away.

DISTRIBUTION
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians
who are united around a common confession of faith. Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of Calvary or churches
within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper.
Be seated

65 – O Little Town of Bethlehem
67 – What Child Is This

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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+ SENDING +
Please stand

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
1. Let us all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son has given.

64 (1,3) - Let Us All with Gladsome Voice
3. We are rich, for he was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.

PRAYER
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your
forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
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40 – O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is

CLOSING HYMN

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors.
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