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The Book of Zephaniah
I.

A forgotten prophet
A. Zephaniah: Derived from " צָ פַןto hide" and  יָהthe short form of “Jehovah/LORD”. Can
mean “The LORD is hidden” or “The LORD protects”.
B. Unusual… a genealogy!
C. A timeline (for his life and for his prophecy)

II. But he ought to be remembered!
A. A classic outline
1.

Judgments of God’s people (Judah)

2. Judgement on the nations
3. The promise of restoration
B. Clear vision of the “Day of the LORD”
1.

A day of wrath/judgment

2. A day for purifying
3. A day of joy-filled celebration
C. Intense images of the LORD’s justice and love
III. The Uniqueness of the prophet Zephaniah
A. Contemporary of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Jeremiah
B. Give “directional judgments” (ch. 2)
C. The “Day of the LORD” (like Joel)
D. Redemption is world-wide (the remnant comes from all over the world)
E. This short book has been called “The Compendium of all prophecy.”
F. Possibly of royal descent (1:1)
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Outline of the Book of Zephaniah
Theme: The Day of the LORD is Near
Title (1:1)
I.

II.

The Day of the LORD is a Day of Wrath (1:2-3:8)
A.

The LORD’s just wrath against Judah (1:2-2:3)
1.
The LORD’s universal judgment (1:2,3)
2.
Condemnation for Judah (1:4-6)
3.
The Day of the LORD is near (1:7-14)
4.
Description of the day of wrath (1:15-18)
5.
Judah’s last chance to repent (2:1-3)

B.

The LORD’s just wrath against the nations surrounding Judah (2:4-15)
1.
West – Philistia (2:4-7)
2.
East – Moab and Ammon (2:8-11)
3.
South – Cush (2:12)
4.
North – Assyria (2:13-15)

C.

The LORD’s just wrath and concern for Jerusalem (3:1-8)
1.
The evil of “the oppressing city” (3:1-5)
2.
The LORD’s concern for Jerusalem (3:6-8)

The Day of the LORD is a Day of Restoration (3:9-20)
A.
B.
C.

The conversion of the nations (3:9,10)
The remnant of Judah is saved and purified (3:11-13)
Judah sings a song of victory because of its restoration (3:14-20)
(from the Lutheran Bible Companion, vol 1, p. 964)
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Questions for the Book of Zephaniah
I.

The Day of the LORD is a Day of Wrath (1:2-3:8)

1.

What will become of the world as we know it today? (1:1-3)

2.

What was the basic sin of Judah that would bring about its destruction? (1:1-6)

3.

What attitude does God demand from us when we consider his judgment? (1:7)

4.

How does God picture the suffering of the people? (1:8-11)

5.

For what attitudes will the people suffer? (1:8,12,13)

6.

How does this section relate to the previous one? (1:14–2:3)

7.

The poetry of 1:14-17 uses images to describe God’s final judgment. Put into your own words
the reality that God is showing us.

8.

In 2:3 the Lord speaks to the righteous who are alive when he comes. He says, “Perhaps you
will be sheltered on the day of the LORD’s anger.” What does he mean by this? Aren’t all
believers going to heaven?

9.

The New Testament tends to present judgment day in terms of hope and deliverance. The
Old Testament tends to present it in terms of terror and judgment. Why? (1:14–2:3)

10.

Zephaniah selects one nation from each of the four points of the compass. He chooses two
that were close neighbors of Judah and two that were far away. What might the selective
nature of his choice of enemies indicate about this chapter? (2:4-15)

11.

What hope does God promise in the destruction of the Philistines, the Moabites, and the
Ammonites? See the last verses of each section. (2:4-15)

Page – 3

A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament

12.

Whom would the people assume God was talking about at the beginning of this section?
When would they realize he was talking about Jerusalem? (3:1)

13.

What was the fourfold sin of the people of Judah? (3:2)

14.

How did Judah’s prophets, priests, and officials abuse their roles? (3:3,4)

15.

How did the Lord warn his people, according to 3:6-8? What did they do with his warning?

II.

The Day of the LORD is a Day of Restoration (3:9-20)

1.

Read Galatians 4:26,27. How do these verses shed light on this section of Zephaniah? (3:9-13)

2.

In these verses, what blessings does God offer his people through the gospel? (3:9-13)

3.

How will Jerusalem be purified? (3:9-13)

4.

What is the key to being a part of the “remnant” of God’s people? (3:9-13)

1.

In 3:14-20, the prophet breaks forth in a song of joy. What blessings will we enjoy in heaven?

2.

•

3:15

•

3:16

•

3:17

•

3:19

•

3:20

How do we get all those blessings?

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Majoring on the minors

Zephaniah: “I feel like I’ve heard that before.

“I feel like I’ve heard that before.” Ever thought that? (by Prof. Thomas Kock)
A repeated message of wrath
Listen to these verses from Zephaniah. Do you feel like you’ve heard this before?
•
•
•
•

“ ‘I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth,’ declares the LORD” (1:2).
“At that time I will . . . punish those who are complacent” (1:12, selected).
“I will bring such distress on all people . . . because they have sinned against the LORD” (1:17,
selected).
“Woe to the city of oppressors, rebellious and defiled! She obeys no one, she accepts no
correction. She does not trust in the LORD, she does not draw near to her God” (3:1,2).

Maybe we’re not familiar with those exact words, but the concept is clear: It’s the fearsome
reminder that our God is holy and he hates sin. It’s the fearsome reminder that “all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23) and that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Thank
God we have heard this before! Sinful human beings need to hear that we deserve God’s anger, that
we deserve to be sent to hell. I need to hear it so that I despair of saving myself and look outside of
myself, to God. The listeners at Zephaniah’s time were no different; they needed to hear it too.
A repeated message of forgiveness
Thankfully God goes on.
•
•

He also says, “The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your enemy.
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm” (3:15).
And again, “The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take
great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with
singing” (3:17).

Yes, you’ve heard the message of those verses too. The New Testament fleshes it out fully. Jesus
came to this earth; he lived a perfect life in your place; he died a perfect death in your place, paying
for your sins and for the sins of the whole world. He rose from the dead, defeating your number one
enemy, death. You’ve heard that before. And thank God you have! Sinful human beings need to hear
that God’s anger has been appeased and that sin has been paid for. That message works faith in our
hearts, comforts us, and encourages us. I need to hear that! The listeners at Zephaniah’s time were
no different; they needed to hear it too. Often, we sinful human beings crave something new and
different. But the “old treasures” (cf. Matthew 13:52) are treasures! As we read the Bible, God
reminds us of the same truths over and over again. Yes, God hates sin; yes, unbelievers will be sent
to hell. Ouch! But yes, God has won forgiveness for you, and yes, God has opened heaven to you and
will take you there someday.
Yes, you’ve heard those things before. Thank God you have! Pray that you hear them over and over
again.

Hometown/lineage: Great-great-grandson of Hezekiah.
Date: c. 639-610 B.C. (during reign of Josiah)
Unique feature: The “day of the LORD” theme runs throughout.
Key verse: 3:17a. “The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.”
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Key Words/Phrases in Zephaniah
•

Jehovah (LORD) (33x/27v) - Zep 1:1 Zep 1:2 Zep 1:3 Zep 1:5 Zep 1:6 Zep 1:7 Zep 1:8 Zep
1:10 Zep 1:12 Zep 1:14 Zep 1:17 Zep 1:18 Zep 2:2 Zep 2:3 Zep 2:5 Zep 2:7 Zep 2:9 Zep
2:10 Zep 2:11 Zep 3:2 Zep 3:5 Zep 3:8 Zep 3:9 Zep 3:12 Zep 3:15 Zep 3:17 Zep 3:20

•

Jehovah Sabaoth, LORD of hosts (of armies) (2x/2v) - Zeph 2:9, Zeph 2:10

•

Day of the Lord (see another discussion of this Day), (7x in 6v) - Zeph 1:7, Zeph
1:8 Zeph 1:14 Zep 1:18 Zep 2:2 Zep 2:3

•

That day (5x/5v) - Zep 1:9 Zep 1:10 Zep 1:15 Zep 3:11 Zep 3:16

•

Day (20x/13v) - Zep 1:7 Zep 1:8 Zep 1:9 Zep 1:10 Zep 1:14 Zep 1:15 Zep 1:16 Zep 1:18 Zep
2:2 Zep 2:3 Zep 3:8 Zep 3:11 Zep 3:16

•

Remnant (4x/4v) - Zeph 1:4, 2:7, 9, 3:13 (see discussion of remnant)

•

Nations (plural - 3x/3v) - Zeph 2:11, 3:6, 8

•

City/cities (4x/4v) - Zep 1:16 Zep 2:15 Zep 3:1 Zep 3:6

•

Earth (9x/8v) - Zep 1:2 Zep 1:3 Zep 1:18 Zep 2:3 Zep 2:11 Zep 3:8 Zep 3:19 Zep 3:20

•

Destruction - Zeph 1:15

•

Desolation (6x/6v) - Zep 1:15 Zep 2:4 Zep 2:9 Zep 2:13 Zep 2:14 Zep 2:15

•

Destroy (2x/2v) – Zep 2:5; Zep 2:13

•

Distress (2x/2v) - Zep 1:15 Zep 1:17

•

Midst (4x/4v) - Zeph 2:14, 3:11, 15, 17

•

Woe (2x/2v) - Zeph 2:5, 3:1

•

Seek (1x) - Zeph 2:3

•

Anger (4x/3v) - Zeph 2:2, 3, 3:8

•

Wrath (2x/2v) - Zeph 1:15, 18

•

Indignation (1x) - Zeph 3:8

•

Gather - (6x/5x) - Zeph 2:1, 3:8, 18, 19, 20
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Timeline of Zephaniah
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Ancient Near East Circa 620 B.C.
(Source: ESV.org)

Zephaniah prophesied during the reign of Josiah, when Egypt, Judah, and Babylonia were
eroding the power of Assyria. Shortly after this time the Babylonians would replace the
Assyrians as the dominant power in the Near East.(Source: ESV.org)
Page – 9

A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament

Page – 10

