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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament
The Book of Numbers
I.

Live action
A. More narratives
1.

What story is God telling?

2. Do we like the stories?
B. Continuing exactness
II. Context
A. The emphasis of Exodus
B. The emphasis of Leviticus
C. The emphasis of Numbers
III. The Name
A. Why?
B. What might be better?
IV. The value of Numbers
A. This is when that happened…
B. This helps me understand…
C. These things are fulfilled…
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An Outline of the Book of Numbers
Theme: The LORD is with us!
I.

From Sinai to Kadesh (1-14)
A.

B.

C.

D.

Life in the Community (1-4)
1.

Census of the entire nation

2.

Camp arrangement

3.

Census and responsibilities of the Levites

Life as Individuals (5:1-6:21)
1.

Unclean things belong outside the camp

2.

The law of jealousy

3.

Nazarite vows

Life in Worship (6:22-9:14)
1.

The Aaronic benediction

2.

The offerings for dedication of the tabernacle

3.

The care of the lamps

4.

The Levites set apart

5.

The Passover

Life while Moving Out (9:15-14:45)
1.

The cloud

2.

The silver trumpets

3.

Taberah

4.

Kibroth Hattaavah

5.

Miriam and Aaron rebel

6.

The sending out of the spies

7.

The report of the spies

8.

The night of decision

9.

The day of presumption

Page – 2

A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament

II.

During the Years of Wandering (15-19)
A.

B.

C.

III.

Life as Individuals (15)
1.

Supplemental offerings

2.

Tassels

Life on the Community (16)
1.

The rebellions of Korah, Dathan and Abiram

2.

The LORD’s judgment

3.

The censer of mediation

Life in Worship (17-19)
1.

Aaron’s staff

2.

Priests and Levites

3.

Water of cleansing

From Kadesh to the Jordan River (20-27)
A.

B.

C.

Life while Moving Out (20,21)
1.

Kadesh, again

2.

Dealing with Edom

3.

Dealing with Arad

4.

The bronze snake

5.

Moab

6.

The defeat of Sihon and Og

Life in the Community (22-26)
1.

A greedy prophet - Balaaam

2.

Seduced by Moab

3.

The second census

Life as Individuals (27)
1.

Request of Zelophehad’s daughters

2.

Beginning the transition to Joshua
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IV.

During the Preparations at the Jordan River (28-36)
A.

B.

C.

D.

Life in Worship (28-30)
1.

Summary of offerings and feasts

2.

Vows

Life while Moving Out (31)
1.

Vengeance on the Midianites

2.

Spoils

Life in the Community (32:1-35:5)
1.

The Transjordan tribes

2.

A review of the stages of the desert journey

3.

The boundaries of Canaan

4.

The towns of the Levites

Life as Individuals (35:6-36:13)
1.

Cities of refuge

2.

Second request of Zelophehad’s daughters
(Adapted from The People’s Bible, Numbers, pp. 3-5)

Questions for the Book of Numbers
I.

From Sinai to Kadesh (1-14)

1.

Why do you think Israel was to count only those who served in the army? (1:1-46)

2.

Why was God so specific regarding the manner of counting when he said, “one man from
each tribe, each the head of his family” (1:4)?

3.

Look at each of the tribes of Israel. What strikes you about (1) the tribe of Israel’s firstborn;
(2) Judah; (3) Joseph; (4) Benjamin? (1:1-46)

4.

Why did the Lord select the Levites rather than one of the other tribes to administer the
spiritual life of Israel? (1:47-54)

5.

List some of the Levites’ duties. (1:47-54)

6.

Why would it have been unfortunate to number the Levites among the fighting men? (1:4754)
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7.

The Lord gave specific directions on how the Israelites were to pitch their camp. On the
back of this page or on another piece of paper, make a drawing of the camp of Israel. (2)

8.

What was the Lord emphasizing in a visual manner by telling the Israelites to encamp
“around the Tent of Meeting” (2:2)?

9.

What was the Lord emphasizing in a visual manner by telling the Israelites to encamp “some
distance from” the Tent of Meeting (2:2)?

10.

Who served as priests? (3)

11.

Use the map you began in the last lesson. Fill in the places where the Levites (including the
priests) were to live. (3)

12.

After each name, briefly describe the duties of each of the Levite clans.
•
Gershon (3:25,26)
•

Kohath (3:30,31)

•

Merari (3:36,37)

13.

There were 22,273 “firstborn of the Israelites” (3:42,43). There were only 22,000 Levites to
take their places. What took the places of the remaining 273 firstborn Israelites who were
born since Israel’s departure from Egypt?

14.

Review the locations where each of the Levitical tribes and the family of Aaron were to
camp. Now imagine that you are an Israelite watching the whole camp move. Describe what
is happening among the tribes in general. What do you see happening around the
tabernacle? (4)

15.

What was God’s reason for separating those troubled by disease from the assembly? (5)

16.

What had to happen before the infected person could be brought back into the assembly? (5)

17.

If a man stole money from a neighbor, how was he to make things right? (5)

18.

Verses 11-31 speak about a wife suspected of adultery. How was the reality of the accusation
to be determined? (5)

19.

What three things did a Nazirite have to do? (6:1-21)

20.

What happened if a Nazirite broke his or her vow accidentally, for example, if a person died
suddenly in his or her presence? (6:1-21)

21.

What provisions did the Lord give for ending a time of special Nazirite dedication? (6:1-21)

22.

Samson was a lifetime Nazirite. How did the Lord bless Samson? (6:1-21)

23.

The word LORD is repeated three times in the Aaronic benediction. Why do you think the
word LORD is repeated three times in these few verses? (6:22-27)

24.

How do the words “The LORD bless you and keep you” (verse 24) reflect the Father’s work?
(6:22-27)
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25.

How do the words “The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you” (verse
25) bring to mind the work of the Son? (6:22-27)

26.

How do the words “The LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace” (verse 26) reveal
the work of the Holy Spirit? (6:22-27)

27.

Why did the Holy Spirit so painstakingly and precisely notes each gift given by each tribe at
the dedication of the tabernacle? (7)

28.

Each tribe offered the same gifts, even though the numerical size of each tribe was different.
Why did each tribe then offer the same gifts? (7)

29.

What motivated the people to give those gifts? (7)

30.

What purpose did the seven lamps serve 8:1-4)?

31.

What is the significance of the number 7 in Scripture? (8)

32.

The Levites were consecrated, set apart, for their work (8:5-22). How was this done? (9:1-14)

33.

The annual Passover offered the Israelites an opportunity to remember God’s grace and
power. What events did the Passover call to mind? (9:1-14)

34.

The Passover offered the Israelites an opportunity to ponder God’s promises of another
Lamb, whose blood would deliver them from sin. Who was this? (9:1-14)

35.

Why were some unable to celebrate the Passover? What provision did God make for them?
(9:1-14)

36.

A person who did not celebrate the Passover and had no excuse not to was to be cut off from
God’s people. Does this sound rather harsh? Explain. (9:1-14)

37.

Describe the pillar that led the Israelites. (9:15-23)

38.

Read Exodus 13:21; 14:19,20; 40:34. When did the pillar of cloud and fire first appear? How did
the Lord use it at the Red Sea? Where did it find a permanent home? (9:15-23)

39.

In general, how did the Lord use the pillar of cloud and fire? (9:15-23)

40.

What could the Israelites expect the cloud to do? (9:15-23)

41.

How did the Israelites respond to the Lord’s commands regarding the cloud? (9:15-23)

42.

In what five ways were the Israelites to make use of the two special trumpets? (10)

43.

About what were the Israelites complaining in 11:1-3?

44.

About what were the Israelites complaining in the rest of the chapter? (11)

45.

Were Moses’ words a complaint against the Lord or a prayer for deliverance? (11)

46.

How did the Lord respond to Moses’ concerns? (11)
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47.

What was Joshua’s concern regarding two of the appointed elders? (11)

48.

Why did Miriam and Aaron attack their brother, Moses? (12)

49.

Why didn’t Moses defend himself and stand up for his rights against their accusations? (12)

50.

What was God’s solution to the problem? (12)

51.

How was Moses different than any other prophet? (12)

52.

Moses gave instructions to the scouts. (See verses 17-20.) Some of his questions seem odd: Is
the land good or bad, fertile, or poor? Are the people strong or weak? It almost sounds as if
Moses doubted God’s promises to bring them into a good land. Evaluate this concern. (Hint:
Read Deuteronomy 1:19-25 and ask yourself, with whom did the request to scout the land
originate?) (13)

53.

What did they find in the Promised Land after 40 days of spying? (13)

54.

What was the consensus of the scouts about the Israelites’ ability to take the land? (13)

55.

What had the Israelites forgotten? What was their response to Joshua’s and Caleb’s pleas?
(14)

56.

What was the Lord’s response to the Israelites’ grumbling? (14)

57.

Analyze Moses’ argument why the Lord should not destroy the Israelites. (14)

58.

How did the Lord answer Moses’ prayer? (14)

59.

The Israelites complained that they were destined to die in the desert (because they would
not be able to take the land of Canaan). They also complained that their children would be
taken into the land to serve as slaves. How did the Lord cause their complaints to come true
(but not as they expected)? (14)

60.

What final sin did the Israelites commit in this chapter? (14)

II.

During the Years of Wandering (15-19)

1.

The Israelites were to set themselves apart from the nations of the world and keep free from
idolatry. They were to be beacons of light and truth to the world. There were many people
who became part of Israel. What was their relationship to the law? (15)

2.

In verses 29 and 30, the Lord set down two categories of sin. What are they? What is the
difference between them? (15)

3.

Who were Korah, Dathan, and Abiram? (16)

4.

Why did Korah and his followers rebel? (16)

5.

How did Moses and Aaron respond? (16)
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6.

At first Korah and his followers refused to come. Moses became angry and reissued the
challenge. This time they came. Why did the Lord say he would kill all the Israelites? (16)

7.

How did the Lord reveal his anger against Korah? against Korah’s followers? against the
people of Israel in general? (16)

8.

How did the Lord confirm the high priesthood and spiritual leadership of Aaron? (17)

9.

Why did the Lord command that Aaron’s staff be kept in the temple? (17)

10.

Did the people understand the significance of the Lord’s message? (17)

11.

To whom did the Lord speak this chapter? Why is this significant? (18)

12.

What was the general scope of the priests’ work? of the Levites’ work? (18)

13.

What did the Lord give the priests to live on? (18)

14.

The priests and Levites would receive no inheritance of land like the other tribes of Israel
would receive. What was to be their inheritance? (18)

15.

What is the most used word in this chapter? (19)

16.

What was the primary thing that made an Israelite unclean? (19)

17.

Describe the process of making the water of cleansing. (19)

III.

From Kadesh to the Jordan River (20-27)

1.

“Like father, like son.” How did the Israelites demonstrate the truth of this saying? (20:1-22)

2.

What did the Lord want to do to the Israelites because of their grumbling? (20:1-22)

3.

Moses and Aaron were not allowed to enter Canaan. What was their sin? (20:1-22)

4.

Why didn’t the Moabites want the Israelites to pass through their land? What did the
Israelites do? (20:1-22)

5.

What did Moses do shortly before Aaron died? Considering how the Israelites had rebelled
against Aaron’s priesthood during the 40 years, why was it a good idea for Moses to do this?
(20:23–21:9)

6.

The king of Arad made an unprovoked attack on the Israelites. How did the Lord respond?
How might this episode have been a blessing to the Israelites? (20:23–21:9)

7.

The Israelites had to make a long journey through the desert around Edom. They grew
impatient with the Lord. What did the Lord do? (20:23–21:9)

8.

Many Israelites died. Why was God so hard on the people of Israel? (20:23–21:9)

9.

Even before the battle was fought, in what tense did God speak what was about to happen
between Israel and their enemies? Why is that important? (21:10-35)
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10.

What do we know about Balaam from verses 22:9-20?

11.

22:12 is God’s answer to Balaam. What should Balaam have done as soon as he received this
answer? What struggle do we see going on in Balaam’s mind?

12.

Why didn’t the Lord allow Balaam to go with the ambassadors the first time but then allow
him to go with them the second time? (22)

13.

How did the Lord further warn Balaam only to say what the Lord allowed him to say? (22)

14.

What did Balaam do to try and make the Lord favorable to him? (23:1-26)

15.

What do you think was going on in Balaam’s mind as he looked over Israel? (23:1-26)

16.

What was the main point (or points) of Balaam’s first oracle? (23:1-26)

17.

What are the main points of Balaam’s second oracle? (23:1-26)

18.

Why did Balaam’s eyes see “clearly” and why were his eyes “opened” (24:3,4)?

19.

What were the main points of Balaam’s third oracle? (23:27–24:25)

20.

How do you think Balaam felt hearing Balak’s words: “but the LORD has kept you from being
rewarded” (24:11)?

21.

Balak broke off his agreement with Balaam. But the Lord gave Balaam more to say. Who was
the “star” Balaam saw in the future (24:17)?

22.

We were told that Balaam went home. However, there is more to the story. Read Numbers
31:16 and Revelation 2:14. How did Balaam figure in to what the Israelites did in this chapter?
(25)

23.

How did the Moabites try to bring God’s curse on the Israelites? (25)

24.

Balak and Balaam were partially successful. The Israelites’ idolatry prompted God to punish
them for their sins. What punishments did the Lord bring on the Israelites?
•
“the leaders” (25:4,5)
•

“an Israelite man . . . a Midianite woman” (25:6-8)

•

“the plague” (25:8,9)

25.

Why did the Lord request a second census? (26)

26.

Compare the first census (chapter 1) with the second. What is the most glaring difference?
Why do you think this difference was there? (26)

27.

The total number of men counted in the second census was 601,730 (verse 51). How does
that number compare with the total of the first census (1:46)? How does this reflect on God’s
grace? (26)

28.

The Lord wanted the land distributed by lot (26:55). Why do you think he chose this method?
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29.

What problem did the daughters of Zelophehad have? (27:1-11)

30.

Judging from the Lord’s reply, what do you think motivated their request? (27:1-11)

31.

What problem did the elders of the tribe of Manasseh see (chapter 36)?

32.

Judging from the Lord’s response to the elders, what do you think motivated their request?
(27:1-11; 36)

33.

Why did the Lord want Moses to see the Promise Land before he called him to heaven?
(27:12-23)

34.

What was the significance of the priest laying his hands on Joshua? (27:12-23)

IV.

During the Preparations at the Jordan River (28-36)

1.

Look at each offering, and examine it in as much detail as you like. How would each offering
strengthen an Israelite’s faith? (28)
•
The evening and morning sacrifices

2.

•

Special Sabbath offerings

•

Special offering on the first day of the month

•

Passover

•

Feast of Weeks

Look at each offering, and examine it in as much detail as you like. How would each offering
strengthen an Israelite’s faith? (29)
•
Feast of Trumpets
•

The great Day of Atonement

•

Feast of Tabernacles

3.

What are the three situations or relationships covered in this chapter? (30)

4.

In general, what was the Lord protecting through these laws? (30)

5.

Specifically, what relationships was the Lord upholding? (30)

6.

Notice that a father’s or husband’s approval was given by his silence. In other words, the
daughter or wife who wished to make a vow did not have to first make arrangements with
her father or husband. What was the Lord protecting here? (30)

7.

What part of God’s command did the Israelites not obey? Wasn’t God being harsh? (31)

8.

What principles about the spoils of war did the Lord initiate here? (31)

9.

Why were the tribes of Reuben and Gad interested in settling on the east side of the Jordan
River? (32)
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10.

Why did Moses become angry with them? As you think about this question, imagine you
belong to the tribe of Judah and have just gotten wind of what Reuben and Gad want to do.
(32)

11.

What was God’s answer to the tribes of Reuben and Gad? (32)

12.

Read Joshua 22:1-6. How did this whole matter turn out? (32)

13.

Read the end of 33:4. Why do you think Moses added this thought?

14.

Why did Moses spend time reminding the Israelites of their past? (33,34)

15.

What were God’s orders for his people (33:50-56)?

16.

What warning did Moses give the Israelites? (33,34)

17.

Why were the Levites treated differently from the rest of Israel? (35)

18.

From the 48 towns given to the Levites, 6 were special. What were they called? (35)

19.

What was the purpose of the cities of refuge? Answer the question by focusing on these key
phrases: (35)
•
avenger of blood
•

the assembly

•

intentional murder

•

unintentional killing

•

death of the high priest

•

atonement for the land

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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