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The Book of Micah
I.

Micah and his Times
A. From the same “Golden Age” time as Hosea, Isaiah, and Amos – prosperity!
B. Focus on the Southern Kingdom (during Hezekiah’s reign)… proudly orthodox!
1.

We’ve got it right (Micah 6:6-8)

2. But, like Amos’s message, socially things are not right (Micah 3:9-12)
II. Micah and his Message
A. A series of visions
1.

Introduced by: Hear (1:2), Listen (3:1), and Listen (6:1)

2. Intended for both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms… but primarily for Judah
3. The message goes back and forth between judgment and hope (see chart, p. 8,10)
B. Judgment will come from the nations
1.

Anticipates the arrival of Assyria

2. Mentions the coming of Babylon, even though such a nation did not yet exist!
C. A Message worth repeating
1.

Part of Isaiah and Micah are similar/the same (Isaiah = court preacher, Micah =
country preacher)

2. Jeremiah mentions Micah’s prediction of Jerusalem’s downfall (M3:12… J26:18)
3. Micah means “Who is like the LORD?” captures the Gospel theme of the book
4. Key verses: 5:2, 6:8, 7:18,19
III. The Uniqueness of the prophet Micah
A. From the Southern Kingdom, but preached to both North and South (though his
message primarily directed to the Southern Kingdom.)
B. Announced judgment with puns on the names of the towns in western Judah
C. Specific prophecy about the place of Messiah’s birth.
D. Calls on the mountains as witnesses of judgment
E. Prophet from the Golden Age – Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, and Micah
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Outline of the Book of Micah
Theme: Who is the Lord Like You… who Judges and Forgives?
I.

Title (1:1)

II.

First Cycle: Judgment and Restoration of Israel and Judah (1:2—2:13)
A.

B.

III.

Second Cycle: Indictment of Judah’s Leaders, but Future Hope for God’s People
(chs. 3–5)
A.

B.

IV.

Judgment on Israel and Judah (1:2—2:11)
1.
The predicted destruction (1:2–7)
2.
Lamentation over the destruction (1:8–16)
3.
Woe to oppressive land-grabbers (2:1–5)
4.
Condemnation of the wealthy wicked and their false prophets (2:6–11)
Restoration of a Remnant (2:12–13)

Indictment of Judah’s Leaders (ch. 3)
1.
Guilty civil leaders (3:1–4)
2.
False prophets of peace and Micah’s response (3:5–8)
3.
Corrupt leaders and Zion’s fall (3:9–12)
Future Hope for God’s People (chs. 4–5)
1.
The coming kingdom (4:1–5)
2.
Restoration of a remnant and Zion (4:6–8)
3.
From distress to deliverance (4:9–10)
4.
From siege to victory (4:11–13)
5.
From helpless ruler to ideal king (5:1–4)
6.
The ideal king delivers his people (5:5–6)
7.
The remnant among the nations (5:7–9)
8.
Obliteration of military might and pagan worship (5:10–15)

Third Cycle: God’s Charges against His People and the Ultimate Triumph of His
Kingdom (chs. 6–7)
A.

B.

God’s Charges against His People (6:1—7:7)
1.
A divine covenant lawsuit (6:1–8)
2.
Further charges and the sentence (6:9–16)
3.
A lament over a decadent society (7:1–7)
The Ultimate Triumph of God’s Kingdom (7:8–20)
1.
An expression of trust (7:8–10)
2.
A promise of restoration (7:11–13)
3.
A prayer, the Lord’s answer, and the response (7:14–17)
4.
A hymn of praise to God (7:18–20)
(NIV Study Bible, https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-micah/)
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Questions for the Book of Micah
I.
II.

Title (1:1)
First Cycle: Judgment and Restoration of Israel and Judah (1:2—2:13)

1.

The Lord is speaking against the capital cities of his people. What would he do to them for
their sin of idolatry, according to 1:2-5?

2.

1:7b spells out Israel’s sin and God’s judgment. Can you explain what the Lord is saying there?

3.

In 1:8,9, we hear Micah’s lament. How far did the Assyrians get when they attacked?

4.

How would Israel’s children suffer for the failings of their parents? (1:16)

5.

Which of Israel’s sins does Micah censure in 2:1 and 2?

6.

What will the Lord do to Israel and Judah because of their unrepentance? (2:3-5)

7.

According to 2:6-11, against whom were the people of Israel sinning?

8.

It almost seems to be a contradiction. In the first part of this chapter, the Lord rails against
the Israelites’ sins and promises that their land will be taken captive. In 2:12 and 13, however,
he promises deliverance. Explain.

III.

Second Cycle: Indictment of Judah’s Leaders, but Future Hope for God’s People (3–5)

1.

Of what does the Lord accuse the leaders of Israel? What would be their punishment? (3:1-4)

2.

What criterion do the prophets use to determine whether they will serve the people with
words from the Lord? What will be their punishment? (3:5-7)

3.

In 3:9-11 Micah summarizes the sins committed by the prophets, priests, and kings. How do
they justify their actions? (3:11) What will happen to them? (3:12)

4.

According to 3:8, how did Micah differ from the false prophets?

5.

Why would God’s temple have such a prominent place in the last days? (4)

6.

Why will people come to God’s house in Jerusalem? (4)

7.

In the last sentence in 4:2, Micah tells us what the Lord would send out from Jerusalem.
What is that, and what does it refer to?

8.

4:3-5 speak of a future of peace. To what does this refer?

9.

Think about the history of Israel and Judah. What change do 4:6-8 speak about?

10.

What would happen to Judah in the near future? How would God reverse that? (4)

11.

Micah prophesied in the days when Assyria captured Samaria and threatened to take
Jerusalem. Consider these events, and then look into the future history of God’s people. Use
these events to interpret 5:1.
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12.

Although God’s people would suffer at the hands of their enemies, they would not lie
defeated forever. Why could they be sure of this? (5:2)

13.

From Jewish history and the early New Testament, interpret 5:3 and 4.

14.

5:5 and 6 picture the power of Jerusalem’s ruler in the days ahead in terms of the present
threat to Israel and Judah. Explain the meaning of the ruler’s power.

15.

There would be a remnant from Israel that would live among all the nations of the world and
that would refresh all nations and defend God’s people from its foes (5:7-9). What would the
Lord do to Israel to enable it to carry out this wonderful work? (5:10-15)

IV.

Third Cycle: God’s Charges against His People and the Ultimate Triumph of His Kingdom
(6–7)

1.

The Lord calls on the mountains to judge whose position is right. What is God’s complaint
against his people? (6:3)

2.

How does the Lord try to lead them away from that opinion? (6:4,5)

3.

The Israelites were willing to do anything for the Lord (6:6,7) except what the Lord wanted.
What does the Lord want from us? (6:8)

4.

What is true wisdom? (6:9)

5.

The people, however, would not repent and live in the fear of the Lord. So the Lord says
ominously, “Therefore, I have begun to destroy you” (6:13). What was soon to happen to their
stomachs, their savings, their crops, their olive trees, and their grape vines?

6.

Verses 1-6 continue God’s description of Israel’s and Judah’s wickedness. Although the Lord
was looking for a harvest of righteousness, no righteous people remained (7:1,2). After
describing the wickedness and treachery in Israel, Micah warned the believers. What was his
warning? (7:5,6)

7.

In the midst of all the wickedness and oppression, Micah expresses his hope and confidence.
What does he look forward to? (7:7)

8.

Note the change in speakers as you go through the chapter. Work through these beautiful
verses using the outline below.
•
What hope does Zion express in 7:8-10?
•

What future does Micah see for God’s people (the church) in future times? (7:11-13)

•

How does Zion respond to Micah’s words? (7:14)

•

How does God respond in 7:15?

•

How does Micah summarize what God will do in the days ahead? (7:16-20)

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Majoring on the minors – Micah: A King who’s a small-town kid

(by Prof. Thomas Kock)

I want him to understand me! I want him to relate to me! Is that the goal of the reporter’s question?
People who find it hard to relate
During presidential campaigns, reporters sometimes ask the candidates if they know the price of
milk or bread. They may not actually ask that question, but they want to know if the candidate “gets
normal people.” It amuses me. Are most of our presidential candidates regularly in the local grocery
stores, comparing the prices of bread or milk?!? I suppose that maybe some do. I don’t know.
Wouldn’t the difference be even more pronounced for those who are royalty? The prince who grows
up in the palace, served by all sorts of people—what would he know about “normal people” or about
“normal life”? Probably not much!
A God who “gets it”
Now let’s take it another step. What does God know about us humans? Oh, sure, one could say,
“Everything, because he’s God,” and that would be completely accurate. On the other hand, he’s
God! He’s all-powerful, all-knowing, omnipresent. He’s love. He’s the source of all things. What does
God have in common with us humans? By nature, nothing.
So what does God do? God comes to earth, as a real human being. Yes, he comes as royalty. Jesus is
the Son of David, the rightful heir to the throne. But he’s also a small-town kid. “But you, Bethlehem
Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will
be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2).
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, which at that time was a “nothing” little town, a “little sister” to
Jerusalem, a few miles away. Jesus spends most of his childhood in Nazareth, in Galilee. The “upper
crust” at that time looked down on the Galileans. Regarding Nazareth, Nathanael asked, “Can
anything good come from there?” (John 1:46). By our parlance, Jesus is a small-town kid.
So what do we have? We have a Savior who “gets it.” He gets what it means to be a normal person,
because that’s how he grew up. He grew up as a normal person in a normal place. That means he
gets you, and he gets me. He understands the challenges of life because he has experienced them.
He understands the joys of life, the sorrows, the day-to-day grind. He “gets it”! And yet he’s also the
King! He’s the ruler of all, guiding and directing all things for your benefit, ruling the world for the
good of his people.
What a combination! We serve God. We serve the King. He has all power. But we also serve a smalltown kid. We serve someone who understands us through and through, the one who was born in a
little town, in Bethlehem. He relates to you. He relates to me. Yep, he knows the price of milk. Bread
too.
Name meaning: “Micah” means “who is like the Lord.”
Background: Contemporary of Isaiah (late 700s B.C., perhaps early 600s B.C.) from Moresheth
(sometimes called Moresheth Gath, cf. 1:14), about 20 miles southwest of Jerusalem.
Unique feature: Jeremiah 26:18 quotes Micah 3:12.
Key verse: 7:18: “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the
remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.”
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The Play on Words with the Locations
Mentioned in Micah 1
The locations mentioned in Micah 1 have names that are similar to the verbs in the
same sentence,1 creating plays on words that are lost when translating the text from its
original Hebrew:

Micah 1:10
“Tell it not in Gath, weep not at all; in Beth Aphrah roll yourself in the
dust.”
In Hebrew, the words tell and Gath are similar. “Weep not at all” can also be “Weep
not in Acco” (as it is in the Septuagint). Weep and Acco are similar. Beth Aphrah
means “House of Dust.” “Tell it not in Gath” was a proverbial statement dating back
to the death of King Saul in 2 Samuel 1:20. It implied that Israel’s enemies should not
hear of its downfall for they would certainly gloat.

Micah 1:11
“Pass by in naked shame, you inhabitant of Shaphir; the inhabitant of
Zaanan does not go out. Beth Ezel mourns; its place to stand is taken away
from you.”
Shaphir means “pleasant” (a contrast to their shame). Zaanan sounds like the word
for “come out” (they couldn’t). Beth Ezel means “House of Firmness” (they had none
and could not stand).2

Micah 1:12
“For the inhabitant of Maroth pined for good, but disaster came down from
the Lord to the gate of Jerusalem.”
Maroth sounds like the word for “bitter” (while longing for sweetness). Jerusalem
means “City of Peace” (but destruction comes).

Page – 6

A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament

Micah 1:13
“O inhabitant of Lachish, harness the chariot to the swift steeds (she was
the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion), for the transgressions of
Israel were found in you.”
Lachish sounds like the word for “team” (as in “team of chariot horses”). Zion means
“fortress” and is a poetic name for Jerusalem.

Micah 1:14
“Therefore you shall give presents to Moresheth Gath; the houses of
Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel.”
Moresheth Gath means “Possession of Gath.” It is similar to the word for “betrothed”
and, therefore, refers to Judah not only losing a town in “marriage” but being forced
to pay a dowry (“present”) as well.3 Achzib means “deception” (lying to the
authorities).

Micah 1:15
“I will yet bring an heir to you, O inhabitant of Mareshah; the glory of Israel
shall come to Adullam.”
Mareshah sounds like the word for “conqueror” (Judah will be conquered). Adullam
means “refuge.” There were caves for people to hide in at Adullam (1 Sam. 22:1). The
word for “inhabitant” in these verses is feminine, picturing the cities as “ladies in
distress.” The Jewish Study Bible attempts to capture the sarcasm and puns in this
fashion: “In Dust-house I will roll myself in dust. Pass on your way, girl of Prettytown, in shameful nakedness. The girl of Bitterness-town aches for good, yet evil has
come down from the Lord to the gate of Jerusalem. The houses of Deception-ville
shall be a deception to the kings of Israel.”4

ENDNOTES
1

Kenneth Barker, ed. The NIV Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1985), 1372–73, n Micah
1:10–15.
2

Charles Ryrie, The Ryrie Study Bible, NASB (Chicago, IL: Moody, 2012), 1103, n Micah 1:10–16.

3

J. D. Douglas and Merrill C. Tenney, Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2011), 971, s.v. “Moresheth Gath.”
4

Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, eds, The Jewish Study Bible (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1999), 1207.
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OVERVIEW OF MICAH:
WHO IS LIKE JEHOVAH?
Micah 7:18

RETRIBUTION

KINGDOM

WORSHIP

Micah 1:1-2:13

Micah 3:1-5:15

Micah 6:1-7:20

First Message:

Second Message:

Third Message:

Judgment
Will Come

Blessing Will Follow
Judgment

An Indictment of Sin &
A Promise of Blessing

Judgment
Micah 1:12:11

Promise
Micah 2:12-12

Judgment
Micah 3:1-12

Promise
Micah 4:15:15

Judgment
Micah 6:17:10

Promise
Micah 7:11-20

Sin and Judgment

Hope and Comfort

Controversy and Pardon

Sin & Its Outcome Incurable

The King & His Kingdom
Inevitable
First Coming – Micah 5:2,3
Second Coming – Micah 5:4-15

The Lord & His Justice
Inescapable

Message of Destruction for
Samaria and Judah

Message of Doom & Deliverance

Message of Denunciation

God Gathers to Judge and
Deliver

God Judges Rulers and Comes to
Deliver

God Brings Indictments and
Ultimate Deliverance

Question 1:
Is God Responsible for the
Destruction We Face?

Question 2:
How Do We Know
God is with Us?

Question 3:
What Does God
Want from Us?

About 25 Years
735-710 B.C. (Approximated)
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