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The Book of Malachi

I.  Who is Malachi?
A. Areal person - a name?
B. A prophecy - a description?
II. The Last
A. Not necessarily the last book of the O.T. written
B. God’s last word through the prophets... the last word always significant!
C. Historically falls somewhere between 450-400 B.C.
1. Contemporary of Nehemiah
2. Temple rebuilt (3:10)
3. A governor is ruling (1:8)

4. Similar moral defects that Nehemiah confronted (laxity in offerings, marriage)

I1I. Unique style
A. The use of rhetorical questions
B. Israel and God debate (how many different debates can you identify?)
1. The LORD or the prophet advances an argument
2. A challenge or question is uttered by the people or the priest
3. A defense by the LORD, sometimes in words of reproach or doom
IV. Identifying features
A. God’s last word before a 400 year silence
B. A series of lively debates (in which Israel questions God and God answers)

C. Clear reference to the coming of both the Christ and John the Baptist
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Outlines of the Book of Malachi

Theme:Gods Final Word

Title (1:1)

Introduction: God’s Covenant Love for Israel Affirmed (1:2-5)

Israel’s Unfaithfulness [Rebuke] (1:6-2:16)

A.

B.

The unfaithfulness of the priests (1:6-2:9)

1. They dishonor God in their sacrifices (1:6-14)
2. They do not faithfully teach the law (2:1-9)
The unfaithfulness of the people (2:10-16)

The Lord’s Coming Announced [Restoration] (2:17-4:6)

A.
B.

The Lord will come to purify the priests and judge the people (2:17-3:5

A call to repentance in view of the Lord’s coming (3:6-18)

1. An exhortation to faithful giving (3:6-12)
2. An exhortation to faithful service (3:13-18)
The Day of the Lord announced (4:1-6)
(Adapted from the outline : https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar -notes/niv_-study- bible/intro -to- malachi/ )
OR

The Privileged Place of Israel, 1:1-5

A
B.
C.

God’s Love Declared, 1:1-2a
God’s Love Doubted, 1:2b
God'’s Love Demonstrated, 1:3-5

The Pollution of Israel, 1:6-3:15

IQEEOONT P

Cheating, 1:6-14

Unfaithfulness, 2:1-9

Spiritually Mixed Marriages, 2:10-12

Divorce, 2:13-16

Impiety and Impertinence, 2:17

Parenthesis: The Coming of John the Baptist, 3:1-6
Robbery, 3:7-12

Arrogance, 3:13-15

The Promises to the People, 3:16-4:6

A
B.
C.

The Promise of the Book of Remembrance, 3:16-18
The Promise of the Coming Christ, 4:1-3
The Promise of the Coming Elijah, 4:4-6

(Adapted from the outline: J Sidlow Baxter and J. Hampton Keathley IIl)
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https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-malachi/
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.1-2a
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.2b
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6-3.15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6-14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.1-9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.10-12
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.7-12
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.16-4.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.1-6
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Questions for the Book of Malachi

Title (1:1)
Introduction: God’s Covenant Love for Israel Affirmed (1:2-5)

Can you believe how the Israelites responded to the Lord’s reminder that he loved them?!
How did Malachi respond to Israel’s terrible question? (1: 2-5)

Israel’'s Unfaithfulness [Rebuke] (1:6-2:16)

How had the priests treated the Lord? (1:6-9)

In the midst of condemnation, the Lord often breaks through with predictions of a glorious
future that he would bring about. Where is the gospel in 1:10 and 11?

The Israelites and their priests had gotten themselves into a vicious circle. Describe that
vicious circle using the outline below. (1:12-14)

Considering the nature of the sacrifices the priests took home for their food, what was their
attitude toward their work in the temple? (1:12)

The priests allowed the people to bring crippled and diseased offerings. What did that do to
the Lord’s blessing and favor on the people’s sacrifices? (1:13)

What did all this do to the people’s faith and to the priests’ faith? (1:14)

God had given the descendants of Levi great blessings. What were they? (2:5-7) How would the Lord
curse the blessings of Levi? (2:1,2; also see 2:8 and 9)

Why did the Lord shame the priests and Levites and make their work unfruitful? (2:4)

Not only the priests but the people too were sinning against the Lord. For what two sins did the Lord
rebuke them? (2:10-16)

The Lord’s Coming Announced [Restoration] (2:17-4:6)
In 2:17 the Israelites answer the Lord in a disrespectful way. What is God’s charge? How do

the Jews answer him? What is God’s reply?

What is the Lord’s answer to those who claim he is working too slowly?
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3. Malachi compares the Messiah and his work to a refiner’s fire and a launderer’s soap. What
does he mean by these word pictures?

4. What would the Lord do in answer to the Jews’ complaint that he was slow to judge the
wicked? (3:5)

5. Why is there great comfort for the people in God’s statement “I the LORD do not change™?
(3:6,7)

6. God’s wonderful statement of grace and promised blessing was quickly turned into an

opportunity for another challenge by the Jews. What was their response to the Lord, and
what did that show about them?

7. What sin was Israel committing?

8. How did the Lord plan to bring the nations to faith?

9. What final complaint did the Jews levy against God? (This ushers in the conclusion.)

10. Not all, but some of God’s people repented of their ungrateful attitude toward the Lord.

Comment on how the attitude of those who repented is different from the attitude that is
described by their “back talk” earlier. (4)

11 Those who were talking about Malachi’s words didn’t have to wait long. What did the Lord
immediately do in response to their conversation? (4)

12. Chapter 4 talks about the day of distinction. What would happen to the wicked according to
verse 1? What would happen to the righteous according to 4:2 and 3?

13. Read Matthew 17:11-13 and Luke 1:17. Who is “Elijah” (4:5)?

14. John would “turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to
their fathers” (4:6). Why do you think his ministry is described in this way?

Questions taken from EThe Whole Bible Projecté© 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission .
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Visual Outlines for Malachi
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Interesting Facts from Malachi

MEANING: “My Messenger.”
AUTHOR: Malachi

TIME WRITTEN: Possibly between 432 and 425 B.C.

POSITION IN THE BIBLE:

=T

CHAPTERS: 4
VERSES: 55
WORDS: 1,782

OBSERVATIONS ABOUT MALACHI:

* 39th Book in the Bible
* 39th and last Book in the
Old Testament
* 17th and last of 17 books of
Prophecy (lIsaiah - Malachi)
* 12th and last of 12 minor
prophets (Hosea - Malachi)
* 27 Books to follow it.

Matac|

W The only Old Testament mention of Malachi is in Malachi

T
W Malachi was a prophet dur

ing the time of Nehemiah.

B Malachi directs his message to people who are:
* Plagued with corrupt priests.
* Plagued with wicked practices.
* Have a false sense of security regarding their privileged
relationship with God.
m Malachi uses the question-and-answer method to probe into

the problems of:

* Hypocrisy

* Infidelity

* Mixed marriages
* Divorce

* False worship

* Arrogance

m The people have become so sinful that messages sent

from God no longer have any impact.

B The Book of Malachi is a prelude to the 400 years of
prophetic silence broken finally by the words of the
next prophet, John the Baptist.

* Malachi 3:1 - “Behold, | send My messenger, And he

will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom

you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even

the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight.

Behold, He is coming, “Says the LORD of hosts.”

* Matthew 3:3 - “. . . Prepare the way of the Lord; Make

His paths straight.

*John 1:29 - “. . . Behold! The Lamb of God who takes

away the sin of the world!
M Malachi ends on the bitter word “Curse” (3:14).

Malachi Key Words/Phrases

"But/yet you say " (8 rhetorical questions - Israel /Judah) (1:2, 6, 7, 2:14, 2:17, 3:7, 3:8, 13)
Return (repent ) (3:7 = 3x)
Messenger (2:7, 3:1)

Curse (1:14, 2:2, 3:9,

4:6)

Blessing/blessed (2:2, 3:10, 3:12, 3:15)

Test (3:10, 15)

Day of the Lord ("the day") - 3:2,17; 4:1, 3,5

My Name (1:6, 11, 14, 2:2, 5, 4:2, contrast especially 1:6 and 4:2!
LORD of hosts - 24x - here are the uses of the phrase "Lord of hosts" in the Old Testament

(from ESV Study Bible).
Malachi (43.6%)
Haggai (31.6%)
Zechariah (21.8%)
Amos (6.1%)
Jeremiah (5.9%)
Isaiah (4.7%)
Nahum (4.3%)

Zephaniah (3.8%)
Habakkuk (1.8%)

10. Micah (1.0%)
11. 2 Samuel (0.9%)
12. Psalms (0.7%)
13. 1 Samuel (0.6%)
14. Hosea (0.5%)
15. 1 Kings (0.4%)
16. 1 Chronicles (0.3%)
17. 2 Kings (0.3%)

Bames” Bible Charts
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https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.13
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_peter_39-10#repentance
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.15
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_peter_310#day
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.3
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.2

A Visitor's Guide to the Old Testament

Timeline from Malachi to Christ

FROM MALACHITO CHRIST

THE PERSIAN PERIOD

450-330 BC

For about 200 years after Nehemiah's
time the Persians controlled Judah, but
the Jews were allowed to carry on their
religious observances and were not
interfered with. During this time Judah
was ruled by high priests, who answered

to the Persian authorities.
THE HELLENISTIC PERIOD Rule of Alexander
330-166 BC the Great

In the late fourth century BC, Alexander
the Great defeated the Persians repeat-
edly in battle and quickly conquered the
eastern Mediterranean region, including
Syria, Egypt, Persia, and Babylonia. Alex-
ander believed in the superiority of Greek
culture and was convinced that it was
the one force that could unify the world.
Alexander permitted the Jews to observe
their laws and even granted them
exemption from tribute or tax during
their sabbath years. When he built Alex-
andria in Egypt, he encouraged Jews to
live there. The Greek conquest prepared
the way for the translation of the Hebrew
0ld Testament into Greek (Septuagint
version), beginning ca. 250 BC.

Rule of the
Ptolemies
of Egypt

Rule of the
Seleucids of Syria

THE HASMONEAN PERIOD

166-63 BC

When this historical period began, the
Jews were being greatly oppressed. The
Ptolemies of Egypt had been tolerant of
the Jews and their religious practices,
but the Seleucid rulers of Syria were
determined to force Hellenism on them.
Copies of the Scriptures were ordered
destroyed, and laws were enforced
banning circumcision and other Jewish
practices. The oppressed Jews revolted,
led by Judas Maccabeus.

Hasmonean
Dynasty

THE ROMAN PERIOD

BEGINS IN 63 BC

In the year 63 BC, Pompey, the Roman
general, captured Jerusalem, and the
provinces in the Holy Land became sub-
jectto Rome. The Romans ruled at times
through local vassal kings and at other
times through Roman governors who
were appointed by the emperors. Herod
the Great was ruler of that whole region
at the time of Jesus' birth.

Herod the Great
rules as king;
subject to Rome

Malachi ca. 430 BC

334-323 Alexander the Great conquers the East
330-328 Alexander’s years of power

320 Ptolemy (1) Soter conquers Jerusalem

311 Seleucus conquers Babylon; Seleucid dynasty begins

ca. 270-200 Translation of the Old Testament into Greek
(Septuagint)

— 226 Antiochus (Ill) of Syria conquers the Holy Land
= 223-187 Antiochus becomes Seleucid ruler of Syria
) 198 Antiochus defeats Egypt and gains control of the Holy Land

175-164 Antiochus (IV) Epiphanes rules Syria; Judaism is
prohibited

167 Mattathias and his sons rebel against Antiochus; Maccabean
revolt begins

166-160 Judas Maccabeus’s leadership
160-143 Jonathan is high priest

142-134 Simon becomes high priest; establishes Hasmonean
dynasty

134-104 John Hyrcanus enlarges the independent Jewish state
103 Aristobulus’s rule

102-76 Alexander Janneus'’s rule

75-67 Rule of Salome Alexandra with Hyrcanus |l as high priest
66-63 Battle between Aristobulus Il and Hyrcanus Il
63 Pompey invades the Holy Land; Roman rule begins
63-40 Hyrcanus Il governs but is subject to Rome
40-37 Parthians conquer Jerusalem

37 Herod becomes ruler of the Holy Land

19 Herod’s temple begun

— 4 Herod dies; Archelaus succeeds him

™~ 20 BC-AD 50 Philo of Alexandria, Jewish philospher

.
NIV ‘
ZONDERVAN ‘fi
STUDY B";Ll:: 4

&\
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Malachi’s Sixfold Wake-up Call to
Renewed Covenant Obedience

Disputation 1

Mal achi def ends
The proper response to his love is
covenantal obedience and sincere
worship.

Israel must remember t
Law of Moses 4:4).

Disputation 2

Malachi exposes offenses related to
worship and criticizes the priests for
allowing them.

Disputation 3

Malachi condemns marriage to an
unbeliever as unfaithfulses t o
covenant with God. He also condem
unjust divorce as a violation of the

marriage covenant between husban
and wife, to which the Lord is witnes

Disputation 4

Malachi promises that God will

demonstrate his justice. He will do s
when fAthe messen
comes to judge the wicked and purif
his people.

Disputation 5

Malachi returns to the subject of

|l srael 6s wicked
difficulties the people are experienci
are punishment for their sin.

Disputation 6

Malachiassures the people that
evildoers, who seem to escape divir
justice, will be judged. The Lord will
deliver his people.

Israel must remember t

promise of Elijah and thg

coming day of the Lord
(4:56).

Summary

Malachi summarizes the main poin
ofhi s prophecy: k
focus of disputesil3), and remembe
the promise of a coming prophet lik
Elijah and the coming day of the

Lord (the focus of disputes 8).
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https://www.esv.org/Malachi+1%3A2%E2%80%935/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+4%3A4/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+1%3A6%E2%80%932%3A9/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+2%3A10%E2%80%9316/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+2%3A17%E2%80%933%3A5/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+4%3A5%E2%80%936/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+3%3A6%E2%80%9312/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+3%3A13%E2%80%934%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+4%3A4%E2%80%936/

