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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 
 

The Book of Malachi
 
I. Who is Malachi? 
 
 A. A real person – a name?   
 
 B. A prophecy – a description? 
 
II. The Last 
 
 A. Not necessarily the last book of the O.T. written 
 
 B. God’s last word through the prophets… the last word always significant! 
 
 C. Historically falls somewhere between 450-400 B.C. 
 
  1. Contemporary of Nehemiah 
 
  2. Temple rebuilt (3:10) 
 
  3. A governor is ruling (1:8) 
 
  4. Similar moral defects that Nehemiah confronted (laxity in offerings, marriage) 
 
 
III. Unique style 
 
 A. The use of rhetorical questions 

 
B. Israel and God debate (how many different debates can you identify?) 
 
 1. The LORD or the prophet advances an argument 
 
 2. A challenge or question is uttered by the people or the priest 
 
 3. A defense by the LORD, sometimes in words of reproach or doom 
 

IV. Identifying features 
 
 A. God’s last word before a 400 year silence 
 
 B. A series of lively debates (in which Israel questions God and God answers) 
 
 C. Clear reference to the coming of both the Christ and John the Baptist 
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Outlines of the Book of Malachi 
 

Theme: God’s Final Word 
 
I.  Title (1:1) 
 

II.  Introduction: God’s Covenant Love for Israel Affirmed (1:2-5) 
 

III.  Israel’s Unfaithfulness [Rebuke] (1:6-2:16) 
 A.  The unfaithfulness of the priests (1:6-2:9) 
  1.  They dishonor God in their sacrifices (1:6-14) 
  2.  They do not faithfully teach the law (2:1-9) 
 B.  The unfaithfulness of the people (2:10-16) 
 
IV.  The Lord’s Coming Announced [Restoration] (2:17-4:6) 
 A.  The Lord will come to purify the priests and judge the people (2:17-3:5 
 B. A call to repentance in view of the Lord’s coming (3:6-18) 
  1.  An exhortation to faithful giving (3:6-12) 
  2.  An exhortation to faithful service (3:13-18) 
 C.  The Day of the Lord announced (4:1-6) 
 

(Adapted from the outline : https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar - notes/niv - study- bible/intro - to- malachi/ ) 

 

OR 
 
I.  The Privileged Place of Israel, 1:1-5 

 A.  God’s Love Declared, 1:1-2a 
 B.  God’s Love Doubted, 1:2b 
 C.  God’s Love Demonstrated, 1:3-5 

 

II.  The Pollution of Israel, 1:6-3:15 
 A.  Cheating, 1:6-14 
 B.  Unfaithfulness, 2:1-9 
 C.  Spiritually Mixed Marriages, 2:10-12 
 D.  Divorce, 2:13-16 
 E.  Impiety and Impertinence, 2:17 
 F.  Parenthesis: The Coming of John the Baptist, 3:1-6 
 G.  Robbery, 3:7-12 
 H.  Arrogance, 3:13-15 

 

III.  The Promises to the People, 3:16-4:6 
 A.  The Promise of the Book of Remembrance, 3:16-18 
 B.  The Promise of the Coming Christ, 4:1-3 
 C. The Promise of the Coming Elijah, 4:4-6 

 
 
 

(Adapted from the outline:  J Sidlow Baxter and J. Hampton Keathley III ) 

https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-malachi/
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.1-5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.1-2a
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.2b
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6-3.15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6-14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.1-9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.10-12
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.1-6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.7-12
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.13-15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.16-4.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.1-6
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Questions for the Book of Malachi 
 
I.  Title (1:1) 
II.  Introduction: God’s Covenant Love for Israel Affirmed (1:2-5) 
 
1. Can you believe how the Israelites responded to the Lord’s reminder that he loved them?! 

How did Malachi respond to Israel’s terrible question? (1: 2-5) 
 
 
III.  Israel’s Unfaithfulness [Rebuke] (1:6-2:16) 
 
1. How had the priests treated the Lord? (1:6-9) 
 
 
2. In the midst of condemnation, the Lord often breaks through with predictions of a glorious 

future that he would bring about. Where is the gospel in 1:10 and 11? 
 
 
3. The Israelites and their priests had gotten themselves into a vicious circle. Describe that 

vicious circle using the outline below. (1:12-14) 
 
 
 Considering the nature of the sacrifices the priests took home for their food, what was their 

attitude toward their work in the temple? (1:12)  
 
 
 The priests allowed the people to bring crippled and diseased offerings. What did that do to 

the Lord’s blessing and favor on the people’s sacrifices? (1:13)  
 
 
 What did all this do to the people’s faith and to the priests’ faith? (1:14) 
 
 
4. God had given the descendants of Levi great blessings. What were they? (2:5-7) How would the Lord 

curse the blessings of Levi? (2:1,2; also see 2:8 and 9) 
 
 
5. Why did the Lord shame the priests and Levites and make their work unfruitful? (2:4) 
 
 
6. Not only the priests but the people too were sinning against the Lord. For what two sins did the Lord 

rebuke them? (2:10-16) 
 
 
 

IV.  The Lord’s Coming Announced [Restoration] (2:17-4:6) 
 
1. In 2:17 the Israelites answer the Lord in a disrespectful way. What is God’s charge? How do 

the Jews answer him? What is God’s reply? 
 
 
2. What is the Lord’s answer to those who claim he is working too slowly? 
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3. Malachi compares the Messiah and his work to a refiner’s fire and a launderer’s soap. What 
does he mean by these word pictures? 

 
 
4. What would the Lord do in answer to the Jews’ complaint that he was slow to judge the 

wicked? (3:5) 
 
 
5. Why is there great comfort for the people in God’s statement “I the LORD do not change”? 

(3:6,7) 
 
 
6. God’s wonderful statement of grace and promised blessing was quickly turned into an 

opportunity for another challenge by the Jews. What was their response to the Lord, and 
what did that show about them? 

 
 
7. What sin was Israel committing? 
 
 
8. How did the Lord plan to bring the nations to faith? 
 
 
9. What final complaint did the Jews levy against God? (This ushers in the conclusion.) 
 
 
10. Not all, but some of God’s people repented of their ungrateful attitude toward the Lord. 

Comment on how the attitude of those who repented is different from the attitude that is 
described by their “back talk” earlier. (4) 

 
 
11. Those who were talking about Malachi’s words didn’t have to wait long. What did the Lord 

immediately do in response to their conversation? (4) 
 
 
12. Chapter 4 talks about the day of distinction. What would happen to the wicked according to 

verse 1? What would happen to the righteous according to 4:2 and 3? 
 
 
13. Read Matthew 17:11-13 and Luke 1:17. Who is “Elijah” (4:5)? 
 
 
14. John would “turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to 

their fathers” (4:6). Why do you think his ministry is described in this way? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions taken from ĚThe Whole Bible Projectě © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission . 
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Visual Outlines for Malachi 
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Interesting Facts from Malachi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Malachi Key Words/Phrases 
 
¶ "But/yet you say " (8 rhetorical questions - Israel/Judah) (1:2, 6, 7, 2:14, 2:17, 3:7, 3:8, 13) 
¶ Return  (repent ) (3:7 = 3x) 
¶ Messenger  (2:7, 3:1) 
¶ Curse  (1:14, 2:2, 3:9, 4:6) 
¶ Blessing/blessed  (2:2, 3:10, 3:12, 3:15) 
¶ Test  (3:10, 15) 
¶ Day of the Lord  ("the day") - 3:2, 17; 4:1, 3, 5 
¶ My Name  (1:6, 11, 14, 2:2, 5, 4:2, contrast especially 1:6 and 4:2! 
¶ LORD of hosts  - 24x - here are the uses of the phrase "Lord of hosts" in the Old Testament 

(from ESV Study Bible). 
1. Malachi (43.6%) 
2. Haggai (31.6%) 
3. Zechariah (21.8%) 
4. Amos (6.1%) 
5. Jeremiah (5.9%) 
6. Isaiah (4.7%) 
7. Nahum (4.3%) 
8. Zephaniah (3.8%) 
9. Habakkuk (1.8%) 

10. Micah (1.0%) 
11. 2 Samuel (0.9%) 
12. Psalms (0.7%) 
13. 1 Samuel (0.6%) 
14. Hosea (0.5%) 
15. 1 Kings (0.4%) 
16. 1 Chronicles (0.3%) 
17. 2 Kings  (0.3%) 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.13
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_peter_39-10#repentance
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.12
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.15
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_peter_310#day
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.3
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.11
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%202.5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%201.6
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Mal%204.2
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Timeline from Malachi to Christ 
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Malachi’s Sixfold Wake-up Call to 
Renewed Covenant Obedience 

Disputation Reference Summary Focus 

Disputation 1 1:2ï5 

Malachi defends Godôs love for Israel. 

The proper response to his love is 

covenantal obedience and sincere 

worship. 

Israel must remember the 

Law of Moses (4:4). 

Disputation 2 1:6ï2:9 

Malachi exposes offenses related to 

worship and criticizes the priests for 

allowing them. 

 

Disputation 3 2:10ï16 

Malachi condemns marriage to an 

unbeliever as unfaithfulness to Israelôs 

covenant with God. He also condemns 

unjust divorce as a violation of the 

marriage covenant between husband 

and wife, to which the Lord is witness. 

Disputation 4 2:17ï3:5 

Malachi promises that God will 

demonstrate his justice. He will do so 

when ñthe messenger of the covenantò 

comes to judge the wicked and purify 

his people. 

Israel must remember the 

promise of Elijah and the 

coming day of the Lord 

(4:5ï6). 

Disputation 5 3:6ï12 

Malachi returns to the subject of 

Israelôs wicked offerings. The 

difficulties the people are experiencing 

are punishment for their sin. 

Disputation 6 3:13ï4:3 

Malachi assures the people that 

evildoers, who seem to escape divine 

justice, will be judged. The Lord will 

deliver his people. 

Summary 4:4ï6 

Malachi summarizes the main points 

of his prophecy: keep Godôs law (the 

focus of disputes 1ï3), and remember 

the promise of a coming prophet like 

Elijah and the coming day of the 

Lord (the focus of disputes 4ï6). 

  

https://www.esv.org/Malachi+1%3A2%E2%80%935/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+4%3A4/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+1%3A6%E2%80%932%3A9/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+2%3A10%E2%80%9316/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+2%3A17%E2%80%933%3A5/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+4%3A5%E2%80%936/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+3%3A6%E2%80%9312/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+3%3A13%E2%80%934%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+4%3A4%E2%80%936/

