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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament
The Book of Leviticus
I.

A Couple of Illustrations
A. What to wear/purchase for the wedding?
B. A User’s Guide

II. Context
A. What happened in Exodus?
B. How does Leviticus begin?
C. How does Numbers begin?
III. The Name
A. Points in a certain direction
B. Anticipates the content
III. The Content of Leviticus
A. Few narrative sections
1.

Ordination and tragedy (Leviticus 8-10)

2. A case of blasphemy (Leviticus 24:10-14)
B. Mostly non-narrative
1.

The “holiness” codes
a. Viewpoint of the people – “bringing” sacrifices in all their variety and sameness
b. Viewpoint of the priests – “making” sacrifices
c. Approaching God and responding to God
d. “Set apart” – made vivid!
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2. Sub-themes
a. Sin/death vs. holy/life
b. Sacrifice/substitute
c. Cleanness/Purity vs. uncleanness
d. Sacred vs. profane (common or secular)
e. People vs. priests
f.

“Come to” vs. “walk from”

g. Obedience vs. faithfulness
h. Israelites vs. Canaanites
C. The Sacrificial Code
1.

The unbloody sacrifice

2. The blood sacrifices
a. Features in common
1)

An animal substitute

4)

The slaying of the substitute

2)

The presentation

5)

The use of blood

3)

The laying on of hands

6)

The consuming of the flesh

b. Variations
1)

Whole burnt offering

3)

Sin offering

2)

Peace/fellowship offering

4)

Guilt offering

D. The Day of Atonement
E. The Hebrew Calendar
1.

The Secular vs. the Spiritual Year

2. The connection with the present (harvest) and the past (historical remembrance)
3. Mandatory or pilgrimage feasts
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An Outline of the Book of Leviticus
Theme: Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy
I.

“Priestly” holiness… getting ceremonially clean (1-15)
A.

Manual for Offerings (1-7)
1.

2.

3.

Voluntary, God pleasing offering (1-3)
a.

Divine legislation for private offerings (1:1,2)

b.

Regulations for burnt offerings (1:3-17)

c.

Regulations for grain offerings (2)

d.

Regulations for peace offerings (3)

Mandatory offerings for atonement (4:1-6:7)
a.

Regulations for sin offerings (4:1-5:13)

b.

Regulations for guilt offerings (5:14-6:7)

Consumption of holy food (6:8-7:38)
a.

B.

C.

Daily public offering (6:8-18)

b.

Daily grain offering of high priest (6:19-23)

c.

Occasional grain offering of Israelites (6:24-7:21)

d.

Prohibited food: fat and blood (7:22-27)

e.

Priest’s portion of peace offerings (7:28-36)

f.

Conclusion of the manual of offerings (7:37,38)

Inauguration of Priestly Service (8-10)
1.

Consecration of priests (8)

2.

The Lord accepts Aaron’s offering (9)

3.

Penalty for disobedience (10)

Manual for Purity (11-15)
1.

Instruction on clean and unclean meat (11)

2.

Purity after childbirth (12)

3.

Diagnosis of impurity from skin diseases (13)
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4.

Purification of the skin diseases (14:1-32)

5.

Purification of infested houses (14:33-57)

6.

Purification of genital discharges (15)

II.

The Day of Atonement… cleansed by grace (16) [Confession and Absolution]

III.

“Practical” Holiness… living ceremonially clean (17-27)
A.

Reverence for the Sanctuary (17-22)
1.

Ritual use and abuse of blood (17-22)

2.

Ritual defilement of land by sexual immorality (18)

3.

Holiness of the congregation (19)

4.

Penalties for ritual defilement of the sanctuary and the land (20)

5.

Holy priests and holy offerings (21:1-22:16)
a.
Protecting holiness of priests (21:1-15)

6.
B.

b.

Causes of disqualification from priestly service (21:16-24)

c.

Consumption of holy food by priests and their families (22:1-16)

Acceptable offerings for Israelites (22:17-33)

Observance of Sabbaths (23-25)
1.

Calendar of holy times (23)

2.

Holy oil and holy bread (24:1-9)

3.

Penalty for abuse of God’s holy name (24:10-16)

4.

An eye for an eye (24:17-23)

5.

Sabbath Year and Jubilee (25)

C.

Promises and Warnings: God’s Policy for Israel (26)

D.

Laws and Vows (27)
(Adapted from Lutheran Bible Companion, vol. 1, p. 104)
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Questions for the Book of Leviticus
I.

“Priestly” holiness… getting ceremonially clean (1-15)

1.

Worshipers could bring various types of animals for a burnt offering. List them. (See verses
1:3,10,14.)

2.

Note how actively involved the worshiper was with the ritual. What six things did the
worshiper do when he brought a whole burnt offering? (1)

3.

What were the priests to do in this worship? (1)

4.

See Leviticus 17:11. What was the significance of blood? (1)

5.

What two other things were to be combined with the grain offering? (2:1)

6.

According to verse 3, what happened to part of the grain offering? (2)

7.

What one ingredient was never to be part of the grain offering? (2:4,11)

8.

What other symbolic ingredient was to be added? (2:13)

9.

What types of animals could an Israelite bring for a fellowship offering? (3)

10.

What parts of the ritual are similar to the instructions for the burnt offering?
(Ch. 1 and 3)

11.

What parts of the sacrificial animal received special attention with this offering? (3)

12.

Again, who alone handled the blood? (3)

13.

What four groups of people were given instructions for the sin offering? (4:3,13,22,27)

14.

How does blood play a larger role in this offering than in the others? (4)

15.

What details tell us that God considered a priest’s sin a more serious matter than an average
Israelite’s sin? (4:3,6… see also James 3:1.)

16.

What was done with some parts of the offering? (4:11,12)

17.

What sins does God specifically address at the opening of this chapter? (5:1-13)

18.

What was a necessary action on the part of the worshiper in order for his sacrifice to be
acceptable? (5:5)

19.

What were the poor of society to offer for sin? (verse 7) What were the very poorest to offer?
(5:11)

10.

What do the sins listed in 5:14-19 have in common?

21.

What do the sins listed in 6:1-7 have in common?
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22.

Fill in the blanks. According to 6:5, after an Israelite presented his guilt offering for a sin
committed against his neighbor, he was to make ______ restitution plus
____________.

23.

What gospel proclamation also is included in these instructions? (5:16,18; 6:7)

24.

What did God impress upon the priests concerning the altar fire? (6:9,13)

25.

Of what are we reminded again in 6:14-18?

26.

How did God provide for the physical welfare of his priests, as seen in 6:18,29 and 7:6?

27.

The offering described in verse 20 was for the day of Aaron’s being anointed into the
priesthood. How were the priests to treat this offering differently than they did the grain
offerings brought by the people? What lesson is here for pastors and teachers?

28.

What did you notice in this section about the priests’ clothing? (6:10,27)

29.

For what three occasions might a worshiper be moved to bring a fellowship offering? (7:12,16)

30.

What regulations did God make for meat that became ceremonially unclean? (7:19-21)

31.

What part of the offering did the priest receive? (7:31,32)

32.

What was to happen to anyone who did not follow the Lord’s regulations? (7:21,27)

33.

How did Aaron’s dress (8:5-9) set him apart from the people? Also see Exodus
29:1-37.

34.

What three offerings set Aaron and his sons apart for this ministry? (8:14,18,22)

35.

How was anointing oil used to symbolize the total dedication of both the high priest and the
tabernacle itself? (8:10-12)

36.

How was blood used to symbolize the total dedication of the priests for service?
(8:23)

37.

For whom was Aaron to make atonement in preparation for the Lord’s visit? (9:7)

38.

Examine the offerings Aaron was told to bring to the Lord. Which offerings did he bring for
himself? Which offerings did he bring for the people? (9)

39.

Think about the liturgy the various offerings for the people created when offered in
succession. How did these offerings minister to the people? (9)

40.

How did God show his approval of the priesthood and his acceptance of the people when he
appeared to them in glory? (9:24)

41.

What happened to Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu? (10)

42.

Aaron had just lost two sons. Yet Moses told him not to mourn or put on mourners’ clothing.
Evaluate Moses’ instructions. Does Moses seem cold to you? (10)
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43.

What was one of the primary responsibilities of the priests, according to 10:10,11?

44.

Although Aaron, Eleazar, and Ithamar also apparently did something wrong in not eating the
sin offering, what explanation did Aaron provide that satisfied both Moses and the Lord? (10)

45.

Into what four general categories did the Lord divide all food sources? (11:46)

46.

In general, what was an Israelite to do if he or she encountered an animal carcass? (11)

47.

What was to be Israel’s motivation for obeying the Lord as far as its diet was concerned?
(11:45)

48.

What important event took place for male Israelites on the eighth day? (12: 3)

49.

For how long was a woman unclean following the birth of a male? a female? (12)

50.

What types of offerings was the woman to bring following the time of purification? (12: 6)

51.

What alternative offering did God permit for those who were poorer? (12:8)

52.

What were some of the things affecting the skin that could cause a person to become
ceremonially unclean? (13:9,18,24,29)

53.

What role did the priest play in these laws? (13)

54.

How was an infected person to identify himself? (13:45)

55.

What caused contamination and uncleanness in an Israelite’s clothing or home? (13)

56.

What did the rituals associated with these laws impress on Israel? (13:51)

57.

How animals played an important role in this ritual for cleansing, and what was done with
them? (14:3-7,49-53)

58.

How long did the entire cleansing/rededication process take? (14:10,23)

59.

How was mildew to be dealt with in a house? (14:42) How was destructive mildew to be dealt
with? (14:45)

60.

What were some of the bodily functions that caused uncleanness for a man? for a woman?
(15)

61.

What was the usual process (described here) for ridding oneself of routine uncleanness? (15)

62.

Compare 15:25 with Matthew 9:20-22. From what you have learned in Leviticus, think about
how this woman’s situation radically affected her life.

II.

The Day of Atonement… cleansed by grace (16) [Confession and Absolution]

1.

What was to be done with the two goats chosen for a sin offering? (16:8-10)

2.

What was Aaron, the high priest, to do
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•

the first time he entered the Most Holy Place? (16:12,13)

•

the second time? (16:14)

•

the third time? (16:15)

3.

What needed to be atoned for outside of the tabernacle? (16:18,19)

4.

What was to be done with the remaining (live) goat after Aaron came out of the tabernacle?
(16:20-22)

5.

On what day did this solemn ceremony of atonement take place? (16:29)

6.

How were the people to show their sorrow for sin and the seriousness of the day? (16:29,31)

III.

“Practical” Holiness… living ceremonially clean (17-27)

1.

What restrictions did God place upon the sacrificing of animals? (17:3,4)

2.

What two reasons does God give for forbidding the eating of blood? (17:11)

3.

What other kinds of animals were Israelites to refrain from eating? (17:15)

4.

Why did the Lord give these (and the other laws) to Israel? (18: 5)

5.

The sins mentioned here give us insight into the ways of the world. Aside from the more
customary perversions that included “approaching” close relatives, what did the Lord also
need to warn the Israelites against? (18)

6.

According to verses 24 and 25, what punishment did other nations receive for sexual
perversion? (18)

7.

What further punishment does God threaten again for vile behavior? (18:29)

8.

Verse 19:2 gives the theme for chapters 17 to 22. What is this theme?

9.

How does God show his concern for the various groups of people in this section? (19)
•
family
•
neighbors
•
workers
•
handicapped
•
poor
•
elderly
•
foreigners

10.

What commands in verses 23-31 are really invitations to trust in the Lord? (19)

11.

Identify which specific commandments are being addressed in each of the “various laws”
outlined in chapter 19. In your Bible write the commandment number emphasized by each
verse or set of verses.

12.

Going through the chapter, what sins were punishable by death? (20)
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13.

What showed the Israelites that child sacrifice to a false god was especially abominable in
God’s eyes? (20)

14.

What sins warranted being cut off from his or her people? (20)

15.

What other punishment is mentioned in 20:19-21?

16.

The sins mentioned here were public sins that violated the sanctity of national life in Israel.
What would be the final, national punishment for continued disobedience?
(20:22)

17.

What were some of the guidelines God gave his priests for how they should live? (21:1-9)

18.

The high priest, because of his position, was to follow even higher standards. What
guidelines did God give the high priest? (21:10-14)

19.

What physical deformities prevented Aaron’s descendants from full service in public
worship? (21)

20.

What was the Lord teaching his people by this? (21)

21.

How could priests show a God-pleasing attitude toward worship in their personal lives?
(22:1-9)

22.

How did God view the attitude of a priest who failed to follow the Lord’s holy requirements?
(22:3,9)

23.

What was the priest not to do when it came to eating the sacred offerings? (22:10-16)

24.

Look at the headings in your Bible. What are the seven festivals discussed in this chapter?
(23)

25.

Read Exodus 23:14-17. At which three festivals were all Israelite men required to appear
before the Lord at the tabernacle? (23)

26.

How do these Old Testament festivals find New Testament fulfillment? (23)
•
Passover (John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7)
•

Firstfruits (1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

•

Pentecost (Acts 2)

•

Feast of Trumpets (1 Thessalonians 4:16)

•

Day of Atonement (Hebrews 9:7)

•

Feast of Tabernacles (Revelation 21:1-5)

27.

What regulation did God give for the lamps in the tabernacle? (24:1-4)

28.

What regulation did God give for the table of bread inside the tabernacle? (24:5-9)

29.

Why was an Israelite stoned to death? Where did the punishment take place? (24:10-16)
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30.

What were the guidelines God gave for celebrating the Sabbath Year? (25:1-7)

31.

When was the Year of Jubilee to be celebrated? (25:10)

32.

What happened in the Year of Jubilee? (25:13,23)

33.

What blessings for obedience would God shower down upon the land? (26:1-8)

34.

What was the greatest blessing for obedience? (26:11,12)

35.

What curses would fall upon Israel if they rebelled? (26:14-39)

36.

What did God promise, however, if they turned to him in repentance? (26:40-46)

37.

What were some of the items an Israelite could devote to the Lord? (27:2,9,14,15,22)

38.

What, however, could no one devote to the Lord? Why? (27:28)

39.

What special instructions did God give Israel in 27:29?

40.

What other regulations did God give regarding Israel’s offerings? (27:30-33)

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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THE BLOOD SACRIFICES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
HEBREW
NAME
ENGLISH
NAME

OLAH

ZEBACH
SHELAMIM

CHATTATH

ASHAM

Burnt Offering

Peace/Thank Offering

Sin Offering

Trespass/Guilt Offering

LOCATION

Leviticus 1; 6:8-13;
8:18-21; 16:24

Leviticus 3; 7:11-34

Leviticus 4:1-5:13;
6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:322

Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:16

VICTIM

Cattle, sheep, goats, or
doves.
Perfect male.

“One of the flock,”
perfect, male or female.

Bullock, goat, sheep,
doves, or meal offering
(without oil or incense)

Ram, plus amends. –
Lamb for lepers and
Nazarites.

CEREMONIAL
(general)
CEREMONIAL
of
BLOOD

Solemn presentation: Laying on of hands; slaughtering (on the north side of the Great Altar, except in
Peace/Thank Offering); use of blood; consuming of flesh.

Sprinkled against the
sides of the Great Altar.

Sprinkled against the
sides of the Great Altar.

Sacrificial burning of
select fat and flesh.
Part for priests,
remainder for offerer
and guests. Leavings
burnt.
For blessings received
(public or private). On
entering or completing
a vow. Voluntary
offering.

1) Horns of the Great
Altar.
2) Altar of Incense,
against the Veil.
3) Into the Holy of
Holies, on the
KAPPORETH.

Sprinkled against the
sides of the Great Altar.

Sacrificial burning of
select parts. Remainder
consumed by priests or
burnt outside the camp.

Sacrificial burning of
select parts. Remainder
consumed by priests.

For sins of High Priest
(4:3-12), Congregation
(4:12-21), Rulers (4:2226), and Commoners
(4:27-35)

For specific trespass;
not part of festival
ceremonies.

CEREMONIAL
of
FLESH

Sacrificial burning of
the entire victim except
hide and intestines.

OCCASION

Morning and Evening
Sacrifice. Personal
devotion.

PURPOSE

Worship, prayer,
reverence.

Thanksgiving, praise,
entreaty, communion of
blessings.

Propitiation, expiation
of sin before God (16:134)

Satisfaction for
violation of rights of
others. Restoration of
obligations.

Prayer and/or worship:
in word (Heb. 13:15),
in “service” (Rom.
12:1)

Thanksgiving,
supplication,
intercession.
Participation in
Christian privileges.
Fellowship, sacramental
and personal.

The Great Atonement
(Heb. 9-10). Confession
and absolution.

Fruits of repentance
(apology, amends, and
restitution).

NEW
TESTAMENT
SIGNIFICANCE

EXPRESSING
the covenant relationship

RESTORING
the covenant relationship
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