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The Book of Hosea
I.

Get prepped for the coming prophets
A. Same era as Amos… read 2 Kings 14-21 and 2 Chronicles 25-33 (note: no questions!)
B. Same place; different message
1.

Amos focused on…

2. Hosea focuses on…
II. Hosea – his life and his words
A. A stunning request… and then another even more stunning request – a message lived
1.

Marry whom?

2. Reconcile?
3. God wants Hosea’s life to be a real-life picture of the relationship between God
and Israel
B. Style that is pedestrian, but “pun-y”
1.

Lacks the style and elegance of some of the other “golden age” prophets
a. Staccato/jagged style (Jerome, Hosea is “broken up by commas and clauses”)
b. Little developed beyond the bare simile or metaphor

2. Includes, however, any number of “plays on words” – e.g. names of kids, 8:11
III. The Uniqueness of the prophet Hosea
A. Marries an adulterer/prostitute as an illustration of faithfulness/unfaithfulness
B. Only prophet who is born in Northern Israel and prophesies to Northern Israel
C. Minor prophet most quoted in the New Testament
D. Prophet from the Golden Age – Isaiah, Hosea, Amos, and Micah
E. Most compassionate of the prophets (most near God’s N.T. revelation of love)
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Outline of the Book of Hosea
Theme: God is Faithful
I.

The Introduction (1:1)

II.

The Unfaithful Wife and the Faithful Husband (1:2-3:5)
A.
B.
C.

III.

The Children as Signs (1:2—2:1)
The Unfaithful Wife (2:2–23)
1.
The Lord’s judgment of Israel (2:2–13)
2.
The Lord’s restoration of Israel (2:14–23)
The Faithful Husband (3)

The Unfaithful Nation and the Faithful God (chs. 4–14)
A.

Israel’s Unfaithfulness (4:1—6:3)
1.
The general charge (4:1–3)
2.
The cause declared, and the results described (4:4–19)
3.
A special message to the people and leaders (5)
4.
The people’s sorrowful plea (6:1–3)

B.

Israel’s Punishment (6:4—10:15)
1.
The case stated (6:4—7:16)
2.
The judgment pronounced (8–9)
3.
Summary and appeal (10)

C.

The Lord’s Faithful Love (11–14)
1.
The Lord’s fatherly love (11:1–11)
2.
Israel’s punishment for unfaithfulness (11:12—13:16)
3.
Israel’s restoration after repentance (14)
(NIV Study Bible, https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-hosea/)
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Questions for the Book of Hosea
I.
II.

The Introduction: the Author and Theme (1:1-2)
The Unfaithful Wife and the Faithful Husband (1:2-3:5)

1.

Consider the life to which God called Hosea. What does it say about Israel’s sins? (1)

2.

Notice the names of each of Hosea’s children. What was the Lord telling his people through
each of these names? (1)

3.

Who do you think is the “one leader” of verse 11? What hope, then, is in these names? (1)

4.

The Lord in his patience had continued to provide for Israel while he called them to
repentance. How had the Israelites, in their unbelief, misinterpreted this prosperity? (2:5-8)

5.

Was the repentance of verses 7 and 8 legitimate? How can you tell? (2:7,8)

6.

How would the failure of the land to prosper “expose [Israel’s] lewdness” (2:10)?

7.

The opening verses of this section may sound like a strange way to refer to the sad captivity
of Israel, but what was God’s ultimate purpose in the exile of his people? (2:14–3:5)

8.

In what terms does the Lord describe the salvation of the spiritual remnant of Israel? (2:1823)

9.

What was the Lord illustrating by instructing the prophet to take back his wife? (2:14–3:5)

10.

What charges did the Lord bring against the Israelites? (4)

11.

What would be the consequence of the Israelites’ sins? (See Leviticus 26:14-17,19,20.) (4)

12.

What groups in particular are mentioned as bearing a heavier burden of guilt? Why? (4)

13.

Who was supposed to learn from the history and fate of Israel? (4:15-19) Did they? (4)

III.

The Unfaithful Nation and the Faithful God (chs. 4–14)

1.

Who is added to the roll call of the guilty in verse 1? (5)

2.

In what sort of spirit did the Israelites “go with their flocks and herds to seek the LORD”
(5:6)?

3.

According to 5:10, what greedy concern had overtaken Judah’s kings?

4.

What does it mean that the Lord would be like “a moth to Ephraim” and “rot to . . . Judah”
(5:12)?

5.

The confession of Israel sounds good at first glance, but what is missing? (6:14:1-3.)

6.

How do the words of the prophets “cut . . . in pieces” (6:5), and how has the Lord “killed” (6:5)
Israel with his words?
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7.

Is God telling the Israelites to stop their sacrificing? (6:6) What is he asking for?

8.

How does the rest of the chapter show that God was not finding what he sought in the
Israelites? (6:1-11a)

9.

How was the hardness of Israel’s heart evident in 7:1-7?

10.

Although the drunkenness of any person is a sin, whose excess in particular shows the
extent of Israel’s wickedness? (7:5)

11.

All around Israel, nations grew stronger by forming alliances in their mutual interests. So
why does God say of his people, “Ephraim mixes with the nations; . . . Foreigners sap his
strength” (7:8,9)?

12.

What continues to be God’s attitude toward Israel? (7:13c)

13.

Bearing in mind that the word for eagle and vulture are the same in Hebrew, what do you
think God is telling the prophet to warn Israel about? (8:1)

14.

The Lord offers two evidences of Israel’s covenant-breaking activities in 8:4. What are they?

15.

How have the Israelites regarded God’s law as “something alien” (8:12)?

16.

What is meant by “They will return to Egypt”? (8:13—note especially the parallel to Egypt
coming up in 9:3.)

17.

Why does Hosea call the harvest of Baal-worshiping Israel “the wages of a prostitute” (9:1)?

18.

How does the parallelism in verse 3 help us identify “Egypt” in the prophet’s language? (9)

19.

How does it seem Hosea’s preaching was received by the Israelites? (9:7-9) How is the
mistreatment of God’s prophet another sure sign of what will happen to Israel in the days to
come? (See Luke 10:16.)

20.

How would the prophecies of 9:11-13 and 16 be fulfilled when the Assyrians came?

21.

How were the Israelites “deceitful” (10:2)? (See Joshua 24:14-18.)

22.

As the government and legal system broke down in Israel (10:3,4) just before the captivity,
the primary fears of the people showed where their hearts and loyalties really lay. Where
was that?

23.

What is the purpose of the yoke the Lord was about to put on Israel and Judah’s neck? (10:11)
Would you call this a final punishment or a final call to repentance? (10:12)

24.

What is the nation of Israel about to reap from the plowing and sowing they have been doing
up until now? (10:13-15)

25.

Review the moments in Israel’s history between which God moves in 11:1 to 4.

26.

Read Jeremiah 18:1-10. Reconcile this with 1 Samuel 15:29 and James 1:17. (11:1-11)
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27.

Can you think of any other scriptural accounts where God changed his mind about some
impending destruction? (11:1-11)

28.

The terrifying roar of the Lord accomplished the scattering of Israel, but what else would it
accomplish? (11:10,11)

29.

Why is lie a fitting term to describe an idol? How does Ephraim feed “on the wind”? (12:1)

30.

The nation of Israel is referred to as “Jacob” in 12:2, and then examples from the life of the
patriarch Jacob are held up to show the good way the nation began. Consider the examples
the Lord chose, and explain what lesson from Jacob’s life he is teaching.

31.

Would wealth really cause someone to think that they could not be found guilty of iniquity
or sin? (12:8) What dangerous attitude is expressed in these words?

32.

In contrast to the perceived successes of military might and idol worship represented by
Gilead and Gilgal (12:11), what successes of faith does the prophet highlight in the next two
verses?

33.

What do the four similes of 13:3 have in common? What does that suggest about the fate of
Israel after the exile?

34.

How can the fierce descriptions of God found in 13:7 and 8 be reconciled with the Bible’s
assertion that God is a loving Father?

35.

What is the meaning of the metaphor in 13:13?

36.

We see Hosea’s characteristic shift between judgment and comfort, law and gospel once
again in 13:14. How would this comfort the faithful in Israel who heard Hosea’s prophecies?

37.

Note the NIV footnote in 14:2. Repentance is here described as a sacrifice brought to God.
How do you understand this in light of Hosea 6:6? (See also Psalm 51:17.)

38.

What elements of repentance are present in this prayer (14:2b and 3) that are missing in the
faithless words of 6:1-3? (Compare also Nehemiah 9:33-35.)

39.

What fruits of living faith do you see evident in 14:3?

40.

Surely one of the most vivid and unforgettable preachings of the law for Hosea’s audience
was his children. Do you see any comforting gospel counterparts to the stinging judgments
pronounced through their names? For Lo-Ruhamah and Lo-Ammi, see especially 14:3b and
for Jezreel, 14:4-8.

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Majoring on the minors – Hosea: I’d like you to marry…?

(by Prof. Thomas Kock)

God asked more than one of the prophets to LIVE their message as a symbol of the message God wanted
to announce to his people. In this way, those prophets became living messages. But what God asked
them to do was rarely easy. For instance, as an illustration of Israel’s unfaithfulness as contrasted to
God’s faithfulness, God asked Hosea to marry a…? (keep reading to find the answer)
Our unfaithfulness
I never, ever thought about praying for what we’re about to discuss. My wife and I (the author, Pr.
Kock) have been blessed with four children. Knowing that a spouse has a major impact on a person’s
life, I began praying when my kids were young for their future spouses. I prayed that God would
guide and guard them. I prayed that God would work strong faith in their hearts. I prayed that their
parents would stay married, that they might have a good role model for marriage.
But I never, ever thought about praying like this: “The LORD said to [Hosea], ‘Go, take to yourself an
adulterous wife’ ” (Hosea 1:2). Can you imagine Hosea’s reaction? “You want me to do . . . what?!?”
Yes, God wanted him to marry an adulterous wife. I never, ever prayed for something like that for
my children! Why would God do this?
At God’s command, Hosea married Gomer, and they had three children. But there’s big trouble! We
read: “The LORD said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another
and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and
love the sacred raisin cakes.’ So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a
lethek of barley” (Hosea 3:1,2). Can you imagine? He had to BUY his wife back! Had she married
another man? Perhaps so.
God’s faithful love
But did you hear the key point? “Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites.” God often describes his
relation to his people as a marriage—God is the husband; the church is the bride. Whenever the
church fails to love God with all her heart, whenever the church gives her love to other “gods”
(money, fame, work, recreation, etc.), the church is committing spiritual adultery. In Hosea’s day,
many of the Israelites were giving their love to other gods. And so God decided to work through
Hosea to paint this concrete picture of what God’s love is all about. Although Gomer was unfaithful,
Hosea was to love her faithfully, just as God would continue to love his people.
February is the month of love because of Valentine’s Day. Do you look forward to this month or
dread it? Unfortunately, too many people have experienced faithless love and have been hurt by
those who ought to show them love. But far more terrible, each of us has shown lack of faithfulness—
lack of love—to the One who is love itself. Yet God continues to love us faithfully, no matter how
often we have failed to love him. And he always will.
Background: Hosea was the son of Beeri and a prophet during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam son of Jehoash, king of Israel, c. 755720 B.C.
His family: Hosea married Gomer, daughter of Diblaim. They had three children: Jezreel, whose
means “the LORD plants and sows”; Lo-Ruhamah, whose name means “no pity”; and Lo-Ammi,
whose name means “not my people.”
The book’s major truth: God’s faithful love.
Interesting fact: The New Testament quotes Hosea 30 times! Of the prophets, only Isaiah is quoted
more!
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Quotations/Allusions to the Old Testament
Minor Prophets in the New Testament
Hosea

N.T.

Hos 1:6 – Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And
the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer have 1Pe 2:10
compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever forgive them.
Hos 1:9 – And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, for you are not My
1Pe 2:10
people and I am not your God.”
Hos 2:1 – Say to your brothers, “Ammi,” and to your sisters,
“Ruhamah.”

Rom 9:26-27

Hos 2:23 – I will sow her for Myself in the land. I will also have
compassion on her who had not obtained compassion, And I will say Rom 9:25; 1Pe
to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’ And they will 2:10
say, ‘You are my God!’ ”
Hos 6:6 – For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, And in the
knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Matt
9:13; Matt 12:7

Hos 10:8 – Also the high places of Aven, the sin of Israel, will be
Luke
destroyed; Thorn and thistle will grow on their altars; Then they will 23:30; Rev
say to the mountains, “Cover us!” And to the hills, “Fall on us!”
6:16
Hos 11:1 – When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I
called My son.

Matt 2:15

Hos 13:14 – Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I
redeem them from death? O Death, where are your thorns? O Sheol, 1Co 15:55
where is your sting? Compassion will be hidden from My sight.

Joel

N.T.

Joel 2:28-32 – “It will come about after this That I will pour out My
Spirit on all mankind…

Acts 2:17-21;
Rom 10:13
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Amos

N.T.

Amos 3:13 – “Hear and testify against the house of Jacob,” Declares
the Lord God, the God of hosts.

Rev 4:8; Rev
15:3

Amos 5:25-27 – “Did you present Me with sacrifices and grain
offerings in the wilderness for forty years, O house of Israel? 26You
also carried along Sikkuth your king and Kiyyun, your images, the star
Acts 7:42
of your gods which you made for yourselves. 27Therefore, I will make
you go into exile beyond Damascus,” says the Lord, whose name is
the God of hosts.
Amos 9:11 – “In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, And
wall up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins And rebuild it as in
the days of old;

Acts 15:16

Jonah

N.T.

Jonah 1:17 – And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and
Matt 12:40
Jonah was in the stomach of the fish three days and three nights.

Micah

N.T.

Mic 5:2-4 – “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be
among the clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be
ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of
eternity.”; And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of Matt 2:6
the Lord, In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God. And they
will remain, Because at that time He will be great To the ends of the
earth.
Mic 7:6 – For son treats father contemptuously, Daughter rises up
against her mother, Daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; A
man’s enemies are the men of his own household.

Matt 10:3536;
Luke 12:53

Nahum

N.T.

Nah 1:15 – Behold, on the mountains the feet of him who brings good
news, Who announces peace! Celebrate your feasts, O Judah; Pay
Rom 10:15
your vows. For never again will the wicked one pass through you; He
is cut off completely.
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Habakkuk

N.T.

Hab 1:5 – “Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder!
Because I am doing something in your days— You would not believe if Acts 13:41
you were told.
Hab 2:3 – “For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens
toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; For it Heb 10:37
will certainly come, it will not delay.
Hab 2:4 – “Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within
him; But the righteous will live by his faith.

Rom 1:17; Gal
3:11; Heb
10:38

Zephaniah

N.T.

Zeph 3:13 – “The remnant of Israel will do no wrong And tell no lies,
Nor will a deceitful tongue Be found in their mouths; For they will
feed and lie down With no one to make them tremble.”

Rev 14:5

Haggai

N.T.

Hag 2:6 – “For thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Once more in a little while,
I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the
Heb 12:26
dry land.
Hag 2:21 – “Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah, saying, ‘I am going
Heb 12:26
to shake the heavens and the earth

Zechariah

N.T.

Zech 3:2 – The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan!
Indeed, the Lord who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a
brand plucked from the fire?”

Jude 9

Zech 8:16 – ‘These are the things which you should do: speak the truth
to one another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your
Eph 4:25
gates.
Zech 9:9 – Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O
Matt
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just
21:5; John
and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even
12:15
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
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Zech 11:13 – Then the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the
potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued by them.” So I
took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the
house of the Lord.

Matt 27:9

Zech 12:10 – “I will pour out on the house of David and on the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so
that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will
mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep
bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

John
19:37; Rev 1:7

Zech 13:7 – “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And against the
Matt
man, My Associate,” Declares the Lord of hosts. “Strike the Shepherd
26:31; Mark
that the sheep may be scattered;
14:27
And I will turn My hand against the little ones.

Malachi

N.T.

Mal 1:2 – “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have You
Rom 9:13
loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I
have loved Jacob;
Mal 3:1 – “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear
Matt
the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come
11:10; Mark
to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you
1:2; Luke 7:27
delight, behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.
Mal 3:17 – “They will be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, “on the day that
1Pe 2:9
I prepare My own possession, and I will spare them as a man spares
his own son who serves him.”
Matt
Mal 4:5 – “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the
17:10; Mark
coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.
9:1
A quotation is a word-for-word citation of the original source, often preceded by “it is
written” or “saying”.
An allusion is a reference to the original source using the the same key words or
thoughts without quoting word for word.
Because the New Testament writers often borrow the language of the Old Testament
(allusion) rather than quote verses directly, different scholars suggest different counts
for the number of times the New Testament quotes or refers to the Old Testament.
Quotes from the Septuagint (LXX) may have appear to have somewhat different
wording than the linked translation of the Hebrew text.
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Places Mentioned in Hosea
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Prophets Timeline in Relation to the
Kings of Isreal and Judah
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