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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 
 

The Book of Haggai
 
I. Haggai, the man 
 
 A. Who he is?   
 
  1. Meaning of his name 
 
  2. Not much beyond that 
 
 B. A known quantity – mentioned in Ezra 
 
II. The Prophetic voice for rebuilding the Temple 
 
 A. Historical context 
 
 B. The voice of priority and reason 
 
 C. Short, severe, sweet… and impactful  
 
III. Style and content 
 
 A. Style 
 
  1.  Prose 
 
   a. Strong awareness that his message had its origin in God 
 
   b. Four or five dated “sermons” 
 
  2. Or is it poetry? 
 
 B. Key themes and Messianic overture 
 
IV. The Uniqueness of the prophet Haggai 
 
 A. “Build the Temple” prophet 

 
B. Most precisely dated book – 520 B.C…. and four/five dated prophecies 
 
C. Short ministry (begins and end within 15 weeks)! 
 
D. The prose prophet 
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Outlines of the Book of Haggai 
 
 

Theme: Prioritize God’s House 
 

 

I. First Message: The Call to Rebuild the Temple (1:1–11) 
A. The People’s Lame Excuse (1:1–4) 
B. The Poverty of the People (1:5–6) 
C. The Reason God Has Cursed Them (1:7–11) 

 

II. The Response of Zerubbabel and the People (1:12–15) 
A. The Leaders and Remnant Obey (1:12) 
B. The Lord Strengthens the Workers (1:13–15) 

 

III. Second Message: The Temple to Be Filled with Glory (2:1–9) 
A. The People Encouraged (2:1–5) 
B. The Promise of Glory and Peace (2:6–9) 

 

IV. Third Message: A Defiled People Purified and Blessed (2:10–19) 
A. The Rapid Spread of Sin (2:10–14) 
B. Poor Harvests because of Disobedience (2:15–17) 
C. Blessing to Come as the Temple Is Rebuilt (2:18–19) 

 

V. Fourth Message: The Promise to Zerubbabel (2:20–23) 
A. The Judgment of the Nations (2:20–22) 
B. The Significance of Zerubbabel (2:23) 

 
(From the  outline:  https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar - notes/niv - study- bible/intro - to- haggai/ ) 

 
Theme: Prioritize God’s House 

 

 

I. The First Message: A Call to Rebuild the Temple (1:1-15) 
A The Introduction (1:1) 
B. The First Rebuke (1:2-6) 
C. The Remedy (1:7-8) 
D. The Second Rebuke (1:9-11) 
E. The Response to the Prophet’s Message (1:12-15) 

 

II. The Second Message: A Call to Find Courage in God’s Promises (2:1-9) 
A. The Introduction (2:1-2) 
B. The Promises of Enablement and Future Glory (2:3-9) 

 

https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.1-Hag.1.11
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.1-Hag.1.4
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.5-Hag.1.6
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.7-Hag.1.11
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.12-Hag.1.15
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.12
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.1.13-Hag.1.15
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.1-Hag.2.9
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.1-Hag.2.5
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.6-Hag.2.9
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.10-Hag.2.19
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.10-Hag.2.14
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.15-Hag.2.17
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.18-Hag.2.19
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.20-Hag.2.23
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.20-Hag.2.22
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Hag.2.23
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-haggai/
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III. The Third Message: A Call to Cleanness of Life (2:10-19) 
A. The Introduction (2:10) 
B. The Problem: The Disobedience of the Remnant (2:11-14) 
C. The Solution: The Obedience of the Remnant (2:15-19) 

 

IV. The Fourth Message: A Call to Confidence in the Future (2:20-23) 
A. The Introduction (2:20-21a) 
B. A Promise of the Future Defeat of the Gentile Kingdoms (2:21b-22) 
C. A Promise of the Restoration of the Davidic Kingdom (2:23) 

 
(From J. Hampton Keathley, III ; https://bible.org/seriespage/minor - prophets) 

 

Questions for the Book of Haggai 
 
 
1. What did the Jewish people mean when they said, “The time has not yet come for the LORD’s 

house to be built”?  (1) 
 
2. What consequences were the Israelites experiencing as a result of their decision to panel 

their own homes and to let the temple of the Lord stay in ruins? (1:5-11) 
 
3. How did the people respond to Haggai’s words? (1:12) 
 
4. What upbeat promise did the Lord speak to his beaten-down people in verse 13? What effect 

did it have on the Israelites and their leaders? (1) 
 
5. Many of the older people wept when they compared the new temple to Solomon’s temple. 

What were they looking at that made them sad? How was this affecting the progress on the 
temple?  (2:1-9) 

 
6. If the people thought the Lord would not accept this new temple, they were wrong. What 

did the Lord tell them? (2:4,5) 
 
7. Why would the glory of the new temple outshine that of Solomon’s temple?  (2:1-9) 
 
8. What two questions did Haggai ask the priests? In verse 14 the Lord said that what the 

priests answered applies to the people. Try and figure out the point of comparison. What 
was the lesson God wanted to teach the people through this?  (2:10-23) 

 
9. Note the transition between the first part of 2:19 and the closing words, “From this day on I 

will bless you.” There isn’t one! Why not?  (2:10-23) 
 
10. Once again Haggai prophesied about the Lord’s intention to shake all nations. After that 

would happen, God said he would establish Zerubbabel as a signet ring. How would that take 
place? (See the note above. Also note that according to Matthew 1:12, Zerubbabel was the 
grandson of Jeconiah, the last king of pre-exile Israel.)  (2:10-23) 

 
 
Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

https://bible.org/seriespage/minor-prophets
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Majoring on the minors Haggai: “A need for peace” 
 
Mom was visiting; the phone call about Grandpa was for her. “Your father just had a massive heart 
attack; we don’t think he’ll make it. If you want to see him, you better come now!” Shaken, Mom asked 
me to drive the one- hour trip.   
 
What did we need? On the way, I suppose we could have talked about my need for a new car, our 
favorite football team, or politics. But with Grandpa’s life hanging in the balance, none of that seemed 
important.  (by Prof. Thomas Kock) 
 
Our real need 
 
Haggai wrote in 520 B.C., 16 years after a small group of exiles had returned to Jerusalem from 
Babylon. Almost immediately they began rebuilding the temple.  And then they stopped. God 
confronts them: “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house 
[the temple] remains a ruin?” (1:3). They had been busy with planting and working for themselves.   
 
But God says, “What you brought home, I blew away” (1:9). Why? “Because of my house, which 
remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house” (1:9). They thought they needed 
houses, crops, and wages, but they needed something far more important.   
 
So many of us in America have been blessed with so much. This Thanksgiving many of us will give 
thanks for food, clothes, jobs, houses, cars, boats, and so much more. Yes, those are blessings!  But 
those aren’t the things we really need! Racing down the interstate to try to see Grandpa, I didn’t care 
about my car, my clothes, or the football team. God’s peace—that’s what I needed.  Peace was what 
the Israelites needed too. For them, it was connected to building God’s house, so God urged them 
on.   
 
God fills that need 
 
And the Israelites listened! They resumed work (cf. 1:12-15). But this temple they built paled in 
comparison to Solomon’s grand temple, and the people became discouraged. God asks, “Who of you 
is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you 
like nothing?” (2:3).  
 
Keep building, God told them! For God promised: “ ‘The glory of this present house will be greater 
than the glory of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty” (2:9). Why so? The builders needed to 
look forward to the coming of the Messiah. The buildings—even Herod’s temple—were nothing 
compared to the arrival of the One who would bring peace. “ ‘In this place I will grant peace,’ 
declares the LORD Almighty” (2:9). The suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus centuries later 
near this building would bring peace.  Peace! That’s what I need. Peace of knowing that my sins are 
forgiven, that I’m going to heaven! Peace between me and my God! The peace that God earned—
that’s what I really need!   
 
When we got to the hospital, Grandpa was dead. Or to put it far better, Grandpa was with Jesus, his 
Savior, and he was at peace.  And so are we, now and forever.  That’s what we really need.   
 
Lineage : Haggai is described only as a “prophet.”  
Date of writing : August–December, likely 520 B.C. Zechariah is a contemporary.  
Unique feature : The words “LORD Almighty” occur about 14 times in 38 verses. 
Key verse: 2:9 : “The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ 
says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place, I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” 
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Visual Outlines for Haggai 
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Historical Charts for Haggai 
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Biblical Dates for Haggai’s “Sermons” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Biblical Dates of Haggai and Zechariah 
 

 

Reference 
Year of 
Darius 

Month 
Date of 

New Moon 
Day 

Equivalent 
Date, BC 

Hag. 1:1 second sixth 29 Aug. 1st 29 Aug. 520 

Hag. 1:15 " " " 24th 21 Sept. 520 

Hag. 2:1 " seventh 27 Sept. 21st 17 Oct. 520 

Zec. 1:1 " eighth 27 Oct. ----- ----- 

Hag. 2:10,20 " ninth 25 Nov. 24th 18 Dec. 520 

Zec. 1:7 " eleventh 23 Jan. 24th 15 Feb. 519 

Zec. 7:1 fourth ninth 4 Dec. 4th 7 Dec. 518 

 
 
 


