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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 
 

The Book of Ezra
 
I. Strictly history 
 
 A. God intervenes 
 
  1. Not flashy 
 
  2. Behind the scenes 
 
 B. God’s purpose 
 
  1. Faithful to His promises in the immediate 
 
  2. Faithful to His promises in the long term 
 
II. The importance of history 
 
 A. The Christian faith is based on historical events 
 
 B. God is interested in telling the stories as they connect to his saving purposes 
 
 C. The Bible is a library not a book! 
 
III. Who is Ezra? 
 
 A. The person 
 
  1. Grew up in exile - presumed 
 
  2. A priest with pedigree 
 
  3. A scribe 

 
B. His book 
 
 1. A continuation of Chronicles and precursor to Nehemiah 
 
 2.  Reconstruction of the physical and reformation of the spiritual 
 
 3. Note the outline – Ezra doesn’t appear until ch. 7!  (50 year gap between ch. 6-7) 
 
 4. Contrast made between God’s faithfulness and Judah’s faithlessness 
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Outline of the Book of Ezra 
 

Theme: The Faithful Return to the Temple 
 

I. First Return from Exile and Rebuilding of the Temple (chs. 1–6) 
A. First Return of the Exiles (ch. 1) 

1. The edict of Cyrus (1:1–4) 
2. The return under Sheshbazzar (1:5–11) 

B. List of Returning Exiles (ch. 2) 
C. Revival of Temple Worship (ch. 3) 

1. The rebuilding of the altar (3:1–3) 
2. The Feast of Tabernacles (3:4–6) 
3. The beginning of temple reconstruction (3:7–13) 

D. Opposition to Rebuilding (4:1–23) 
1. Opposition during the reign of Cyrus (4:1–5) 
2. Opposition during the reign of Xerxes (4:6) 
3. Opposition during the reign of Artaxerxes (4:7–23) 

E. Completion of the Temple (4:24—6:22) 
1. Resumption of work under Darius (4:24) 
2. A new beginning inspired by Haggai and Zechariah (5:1–2) 
3. Intervention of the governor, Tattenai (5:3–5) 
4. Report to Darius (5:6–17) 
5. Search for the decree of Cyrus (6:1–5) 
6. Darius’s order for the rebuilding of the temple (6:6–12) 
7. Completion of the temple (6:13–15) 
8. Dedication of the temple (6:16–18) 
9. Celebration of Passover (6:19–22) 

II. Ezra’s Return and Reforms (chs. 7–10) 
A. Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem (chs. 7–8) 

1. Introduction (7:1–10) 
2. The authorization by Artaxerxes (7:11–26) 
3. Ezra’s doxology (7:27–28) 
4. List of those returning with Ezra (8:1–14) 
5. The search for Levites (8:15–20) 
6. Prayer and fasting (8:21–23) 
7. The assignment of the sacred articles (8:24–30) 
8. The journey and arrival in Jerusalem (8:31–36) 

B. Ezra’s Reforms (chs. 9–10) 
1. The offense of mixed marriages (9:1–5) 
2. Ezra’s confession and prayer (9:6–15) 
3. The people’s response (10:1–4) 
4. The calling of a public assembly (10:5–15) 
5. Investigation of the offenders (10:16–17) 
6. The list of offenders (10:18–43) 
7. The dissolution of mixed marriages (10:44) 

Adapted from the NIV Study Bible, Introductions to the Books of the Bible, Ezra   
Copyright 2002 © Zondervan. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  

(https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-ezra/) 

https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.1-Ezra.6
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/ezra/1/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.1.1-Ezra.1.4
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.1.5-Ezra.1.11
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/ezra/2/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/ezra/3/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.3.1-Ezra.3.3
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.3.4-Ezra.3.6
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.3.7-Ezra.3.13
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.4.1-Ezra.4.23
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.4.1-Ezra.4.5
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.4.6
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.4.7-Ezra.4.23
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.4.24-Ezra.6.22
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.4.24
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.5.1-Ezra.5.2
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.5.3-Ezra.5.5
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.5.6-Ezra.5.17
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.6.1-Ezra.6.5
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.6.6-Ezra.6.12
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.6.13-Ezra.6.15
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.6.16-Ezra.6.18
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.6.19-Ezra.6.22
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.7-Ezra.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.7-Ezra.8
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.7.1-Ezra.7.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.7.11-Ezra.7.26
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.7.27-Ezra.7.28
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.8.1-Ezra.8.14
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.8.15-Ezra.8.20
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.8.21-Ezra.8.23
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.8.24-Ezra.8.30
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.8.31-Ezra.8.36
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.9-Ezra.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.9.1-Ezra.9.5
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.9.6-Ezra.9.15
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.10.1-Ezra.10.4
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.10.5-Ezra.10.15
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.10.16-Ezra.10.17
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.10.18-Ezra.10.43
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Ezra.10.44
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Questions for the Book of Ezra 
 
I. First Return from Exile and Rebuilding of the Temple (chs. 1–6) 
 
1. Why did King Cyrus allow the Jews to return to their homeland? (Read Isaiah 44:28–45:6 and 

Jeremiah 25:11,12; 29:10.) (1) 
 
2. Cyrus knew that some of the Jews would not return. What did he encourage them to do? (1) 
 
3. Why do you think Ezra makes special mention of Cyrus giving back to the Jews the temple 

articles that Nebuchadnezzar had taken into Babylon? (1) 
 
4. Work through the list of those who returned. Behind each verse reference, make a note of 

who was being counted. 
 

• 2:3-35  
 
• 2:36-39  
 
• 2:40  
 
• 2:41  
 
• 2:42  
 
• 2:43-54  
 
• 2:55-58  

 
5. Read 2:62 and 63. Use these verses to help you understand why Ezra (and also 1 and 2 

Chronicles) contains many genealogical lists. 
 
6. What was the first thing the Jews rebuilt? Why?  (3) 
 
7. What was the second thing the Jews rebuilt?  (3) 
 
8. Where did the Jews get the money they needed to rebuild?  (3) 
 
9. Jeshua, the high priest, was involved in more than the building project. What had he done 

since the Jews returned? (See 3:9 and 10.) 
 
10. Why was there a mixture of joy and sadness when the temple foundation was dedicated?  (3) 
 
11. If you had been one of the Israelites’ neighbors and had heard the roar going up in 

Jerusalem, what would you have thought?  (3) 
 
12. The enemies of the Jews were quite willing to help the Jews build the temple. Why? (4) 
 
13. What happened immediately after the Jews started rebuilding the temple?  (5) 
 
14. Compare Tattenai’s approach to the Jews with that of the Jews’ enemies 20 years earlier. 

How did the Jews respond to Tattenai’s activities?  (5) 
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15. Evaluate Tattenai’s letter. How would you describe his character?  (5) 
 
16. According to their response to Tattenai, what were the main reasons the Jews had a right to 

build the temple? (5:11-16) 
 
17. List the main points in Darius’ letter.  (6) 
 

• The temple was to be                     . 
 
• The gold items taken from the original temple were to be                                   

                                   . 
 

• The governor of Trans-Euphrates must not                       . 
 
• The administrators of Trans-Euphrates were to support the Jews with    

      and with                  . 
 

• If anyone opposed the Jews, this must happen to them:                               
                      . 

 
18. What were the events on the day of dedication?  (6) 
 
19. What did the restoration of the Passover signify?  (6) 
 
II. Ezra’s Return and Reforms (chs. 7–10) 
 
1. Why do you think Ezra went into detail about his genealogy?  (7) 
 
2. What was Ezra’s main qualification for returning to Judah to help the Jews there?  (7) 
 
 
3. Ezra gave all glory to God. Three times Ezra says, “The hand of the LORD my God was on 

me.” Locate the three times in this chapter where he says this, and note why he does so.  (7) 
 

• Verse: _____________  Reason: _________________________________________________  

 
• Verse: _____________  Reason: _________________________________________________  
• Verse: _____________  Reason: _________________________________________________  

 
4. The Lord blessed Ezra and the Israelites through King Artaxerxes. What blessings did 

Artaxerxes give Ezra according to the following verses? 
 

• 7:13  
 
• 7:14  
 
• 7:15,16  
 
• 7:17-20  
 
• 7:21-24  
 
• 7:25,26  
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5. Why do you think Ezra was concerned about the lack of Levites?  (8) 
 
6. How did God bless Ezra’s search for Levites who were willing to go to Jerusalem?  (8) 
 
7. How did Ezra show good accounting practices before the group set out?  (8) 
 
8. What three responsibilities did Ezra and the people fulfill upon their arrival at Jerusalem?  (8) 
 
9. Why was the problem of intermarriage so serious and frustrating? What danger did the 

problem present for the Israelites’ future?  (9) 
 
10. Evaluate Ezra’s prayer. 
 

• What did he confess? (9:6,7) 
 
• For what did he thank the Lord? (9:8,9) 
 
• What specific sin of the exiles did Ezra confess? (9:10-12) 
 
• Although Ezra continued a confession of sin, he weaved into it a prayer for help. 

What did he ask for? (9:13-15) 
 
11. What happened as Ezra humbled himself and prayed to the Lord?  (10) 
 
12. What did the exiles mean by “there is still hope for Israel”?  (10) 
 
13. How did these people help Ezra?  (10) 
 
14. How did the Israelites deal with the problem?  (10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Visual Outlines of Ezra 
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Timeline for Ezra 
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Ezra in Context 
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Ezra Maps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 

Page – 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 

Page – 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 

Page – 16 

Map of Jerusalem under Ezra & Nehemiah 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


