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The Book of Exodus
I.

The Missing Years

II. The Name
A. Fortunate
B. Unfortunate
III. The Covenant God
IV. Exodus within the Pentateuch
A. The Torah, literally
B. The Threefold Division
1.

Exodus…

2. Leviticus…
3. Numbers…
V. Exodus in the Bible
A. The Divine Name
B. The Lamb
C. The Son
VI. The Shape of Exodus
A. A Story
B. The Fire
C. The Central Truth
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VII. The Problems of Exodus
A. Ambiguous
1.

Geography

2. Historical minutia
B. Not the point!
VIII. The Relevance of Exodus
A. God’s Saving Acts
B. The Worshipping Community
C. The King (Theodicy via the Law)
D. The Priesthood
E. The Prophets
IX. The Theology of Exodus
A. The God who… controls history
B. The God who… is the LORD, I AM
C. The God who… is holy
D. The God who… remembers
E. The God who… acts to save
F. The God who… acts to judge
G. The God who… averts his anger
H. The God who… speaks
I.

The God who… is transcendent

J.

The God who… lives among his people
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An Outline of the Book of Exodus
Theme: Israel Becomes the Chosen People of the LORD
I.

II.

III.

Israel in Egypt: the Lord is the Savior (1:1-13:16)
A.

The LORD’s hidden providence – preparation for deliverance (1:1-2:22)

B.

The LORD (Yaweh) revealed (2:22-6:13)

C.

The saving LORD - the plagues and the Passover (6:14-13:16)

Israel at Sinai: the Lord is the Companion (13:17-24:11)
A.

The LORD’s public providences - deliverance and delivery (13:17-17:16)

B.

The LORD (Yaweh) revealed – Sinai and stipulations (18:1-23:33)

C.

The covenant LORD – the covenant ratified (24:1-11)

Israel around the Tabernacle: the Lord is the Indweller (24:12-40:38)
A.

The LORD’s provision – directions for the tabernacle (24:12-31:18)

B.

The LORD (Yaweh) revealed – the covenant broken and restored (32:1-34:35)

C.

The indwelling LORD - the tabernacle completed (35:1-40:38)
(Adapted from Motyer, The Message of Exodus [The Bible Speaks Today Series], p. 24)
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Questions for the Book of Exodus
I.

Israel in Egypt: the Lord is the Savior (1:1-13:16)

1.

We often focus only on the Israelites’ hardships in Egypt. What was their life in Egypt like for
most of the years they lived there? (1)

2.

Describe the bitter labor Israel had to endure. (1)

3.

What purpose did the Israelites’ 430 years in Egypt serve in God’s plan for them? (1)

4.

Most parents think their newborns are fine children. Read Hebrews 11:23. According to this
verse, what more might Moses’ parents have seen in him than fine physical characteristics?
(2:1-10)

5.

Why did Moses’ parents put him in a basket and place him in the Nile? (2:1-10)

6.

How did God see to it that Moses grew to know his people before he was brought into
Pharaoh’s home? (2:1-10)

7.

Read Exodus 2:11,12. Explain the “good” and the “bad” side of Moses’ attempt to execute
justice. To best answer this question, also read Acts 7:24,25 and Hebrews 11:24-26. (2:11-15)

8.

The next day, when Moses went to help his people, he quickly learned that they did not
share his belief that God was beginning to deliver them. Read Acts 7:25-28. What is the
parallel Stephen draws between Jesus and Moses? (2:11-15)

9.

Agree or disagree: Moses’ goal was to free a mistreated slave people and see justice done.
(2:11-15)

10.

What shows us that Moses was a very powerful man? (2:16-25)

11.

What shows us that God was gracious to Moses in leading him to a man like Reuel? (2:16-25)

12.

When David was fleeing from Saul, he often lamented that he was separated from Jerusalem
and from the worship life of Israel. How does Moses make the same lament? (2:16-25)

13.

Israel had been suffering for at least 80 years. Why did God wait so long to go into action?

14.

What was so unusual about the sight that Moses saw? (3:1-10)

15.

What in this section shows that the angel of the Lord is none other than the Lord himself?
(3:1-10)

16.

Read Genesis 15:13,14. In view of these verses, consider the profound impact God’s
pronouncement must have had on Moses. (3:1-10)

17.

How did Moses’ response to God indicate that he was ready for God’s work? (3:11-15)

18.

Why was God’s response to Moses the perfect answer to his question? (3:11-15)

19.

How did God answer Moses’ second objection? (3:11-15)
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20.

All the gods of Egypt had names. Why does the name God gives himself surpass them all?
(3:11-15)

21.

Where is the land to which God had promised to take them, and what would that land be
like? (3:16-22)

22.

Moses would complain that the elders would not listen to him, but what did God tell him in
verse 18? (3:16-22)

23.

What were Moses and the elders supposed to ask Pharaoh? Considering their real goal, why
did Moses ask only for this? (3:16-22)

24.

God would work externally with a “mighty hand,” and he would work internally on the
Egyptians’ hearts. Explain. (3:16-22)

25.

Considering what God had told Abraham in 3:18, why was Moses’ third excuse so amazing?
(4”1-9)

26.

What three signs did God give Moses to perform for the people? (4:1-9)

27.

God was not oblivious to Israel’s tendency to doubt. Moses would meet with some resistance
among the Israelites. How do verses 8 and 9 show that the initial doubt of some of the
Israelites ran deep? (4:1-9)

28.

What were God’s answers to Moses’ objections? (4:10-17)
Moses said, “Who am I . . . ?” ---------------- God said…
Moses said, “Who shall I say sent me?”------- God said…
Moses said, “What if they do not believe me?” God said…
Moses said, “I am not eloquent.” ------------ God said…
Moses said, “Send someone else.” ----------- God said…

29.

Why was Moses out of line in making the excuse that he had difficulty speaking? (4:10-17)

30.

Even when the Lord’s anger burned against Moses, what pattern did God continue to follow
in dealing with Moses’ weaknesses? (4:10-17)

31.

Jethro was a real blessing to Moses. How is this apparent from verse 18? (4:18-31)

32.

An 80-year-old man, a woman, and two children on a donkey head for Egypt to tell the
world’s greatest king to free a slave people—who would lay odds on the success of this
mission? What tipped the scales in Moses’ favor? (4:18-31)

33.

What insight do these verses give us into why God chose the tenth plague to be what it was?
(4:18-31)

34.

How did God begin fulfilling all his promises to Moses? (4:29-31)

35.

What was Pharaoh’s answer to Moses and Aaron’s request? (5)
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36.

With what vindictive act did Pharaoh punish Israel? (5)

37.

What did Pharaoh say when the Israelite foremen complained to him about his harsh
treatment of them? (5)

38.

Try to put yourselves into the shoes of Moses and the Israelites at this time. The severity of
slavery had increased. The Israelites were complaining, and Moses was expressing his
doubts. How did they receive God’s words that “he will drive them out”? (6)

39.

Read God’s promises to Israel. What had God promised the patriarchs? What was God now
promising the Israelites? (6)

40.

God had answered Moses’ objections earlier in Exodus. Yet Moses still had his doubts about
his ability to deliver Israel. What objection did he return to in verses 12 and 30? (6)

41.

Why do you think God repeats yet again the events that would soon transpire? After all, he
had already told Moses and the Israelites several times what he was about to do. (7:1-13)

42.

In verses 3-5, the Lord lists three reasons for the plagues. Can you identify them? (7:1-13)

43.

Why did Pharaoh want Moses to perform a miracle? (7:1-13)

44.

What was the source of the magicians’ power? (7:1-13)
The first nine plagues themselves form a symmetrical arrangement, subdivided into three
groups of three each:
1. Blood (7:14-24)
2. Frogs (7:25–8:15)
3. Gnats (8:16-19)

4. Flies (8:20-32)
5. Livestock sickness (9:1-7)
6. Boils (9:8-12)

7. Hail (9:13-35)
8. Locusts (10:1-20)
9. Darkness (10:21-29)

In each series, the first and second plagues are announced to Pharaoh in advance. The third
is given without previous warning. The series of 3 by 3 leads up to a climax in the tenth
plague.
45

Think of the geography of Egypt. What role did the Nile River play in the daily life of Egypt?
(7:14-24)

46.

Describe the nature of the first plague. (7:14-24)

47.

Read Exodus 12:12. This verse is set in the context of God’s announcement of the tenth
plague. Yet it applies in general to what God was doing in all the plagues. The Egyptians not
only benefited from the Nile, they also worshiped it. What did this first plague say about
nature worship? (7:14-24)

48.

What were the Egyptian magicians able to do in connection with this plague? (7:14-24)

49.

Discuss what it was like during the plague of frogs and the plague of gnats. (7:25–8:19)

50.

What truth was the plague of frogs supposed to impress on Pharaoh? ((7:25–8:19))
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51.

The magicians were able to imitate the plague of frogs but not the plague of gnats. They
were forced to acknowledge that the great God over all was behind this plague. In this
context, what were they confessing about Moses and the people of Israel? (7:25–8:19)

52.

What was Pharaoh’s reaction to these two plagues, even though his own magicians
confessed that God had brought them on the land? (8:15,19)

53.

Discuss what happened during the plague of flies and the plague on the livestock. (8:20–9:7)

54.

How does the description of the plagues testify that they were miracles of God and not
merely accidents of nature? (8:20–9:7)

55.

What change is discussed in verses 22 and 23? (8:20–9:7)

56.

What impact should this have had on the Egyptians? (8:20–9:7)

57.

Pharaoh investigated the herds of the Israelites. What did he find, and what impact did it
have on him? (8:20–9:7)

58

Describe what it must have been like to live through the plagues of boils and hail. (9:8-35)

59.

Read again 8:32 and 9:7. Now compare these verses with 9:12. What difference do you see
between the first two verses and 9:12? (9:8-35)

60.

In view of the severity of the hail, what act of mercy did God show to Pharaoh? (9:8-35)

61.

What was it like during the plague of locusts? of darkness? (10)

62.

What confession does Pharaoh make in 10:16,17? How do we know this was not sincere? (10)

63.

God’s plagues were having an effect. How do you know that

64.

•

Pharaoh’s fate was firmly sealed? (10:1)

•

Pharaoh’s officials were no longer behind their leader? (10:7)

•

There was not much left in Egypt to destroy? (10:7)

•

Pharaoh himself showed some sign of losing his grip on the situation? (10:8,16,17)

The Passover contains beautiful symbols of God’s grace and the coming Savior. Reflect on
each of these parts of the Passover and explain what they picture. If you need help, look up
the New Testament passage. (11:1–12:13)
•

The Passover lamb (John 1:29)

•

The lamb without defect (1 Peter 1:19)

•

The lamb to be slaughtered (Hebrews 10:8-10)

•

The lamb’s blood smeared on the doorposts (1 Peter 1:18,19)

•

The angel of death, passing over those who celebrate the Passover (Ephesians 1:7)
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65.

What do you think the bitter herbs symbolized? Hint: Consider how Israel had been forced
to live for the last 80 years. (11:1–12:13)

66

Perhaps the best commentary on these verses is 1 Corinthians 5:6-8. Discuss these verses.
What light do they shed on the Passover and the accompanying Feast of Unleavened Bread?
(12:14-30)

67.

In verses 15 and 19, the Lord strictly commanded Israel not to use leaven during this festival,
under pain of being cut off from God’s people. Isn’t that being a little too severe? (12:14-30)

68.

How did the Passover teach the Israelites that they were saved by grace? (12:14-30)

69.

It is a general principle that greater people bless lesser people. What was Pharaoh
acknowledging in verse 32? (12:31-51)

70.

Were the Israelites robbing the Egyptians by taking their wealth? (12:31-51)

71.

The Lord gave several more regulations regarding the Passover. In general, who could
celebrate the Passover? 12:49)

72.

What two customs are described in verses 1-16? (13)

73.

In regard to the consecration of the firstborn, why did God consider firstborn men and
animals his own? (13)

74.

Note verses 8-10 and 14-16. What did keeping these customs give Israelite parents a chance
to do? (13)

75.

What two Sabbath laws are mentioned in verses 10-12? These laws taught spiritual truths, as
we will see in future lessons. However, they also had humanitarian applications. How did
they help the poor among the Israelites? (23:10-33)

76.

God promised to send his angel ahead of the Israelites. From the text, determine who this
angel is. (23:10-33)

II.

Israel at Sinai: the Lord is the Companion (13:17-24:11)

1.

How did God use Israel’s exit route to harden Pharaoh’s heart? Why did God harden
Pharaoh’s heart? (14:1-31)

2.

The Israelites looked, and there were the Egyptians coming up fast behind them. How did
the Israelites fare in this first test of their faith? (14:1-31)

3.

How did God protect Israel during the night? (14:1-31)

4.

What does the phrase “wall of water on their right and on their left” tell us about the depth
of the Red Sea at the place where Israel crossed? (14:1-31)

5.

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-4. Explain what Paul is saying in these passages, based on this section
of Scripture. Note especially Exodus 14:31. (14:1-31)
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6.

Scan through the song. Make a list of words that describe the Lord’s awesome power. Also
list words that speak of God’s faithfulness to his promise. (15:1-21)
•

Power

•

Faithfulness

7.

Scripture often refers to the Lord’s right hand. Read verse 6. Then read one or more other
verses that speak of God’s right hand. (Psalms 18:35 and 98:1 are good examples.) What does
Scripture mean by God’s “right hand”? (15:1-21)

8.

Compare verses 13-16 with Joshua 2:8-11. How did Moses’ prophecy come true? (15:1-21)

9.

Describe what happened at Marah and at Elim. Which attributes of God do both accounts
show? (15:22–16:36)

10.

Israel continued to grumble against Moses and God. God provided a special way in which he
cared for his people throughout their wilderness journey. What did God provide for Israel?
(15:22–16:36)

11.

Describe the commands that surrounded the gathering of manna. How did these laws guard
against the people going hungry? against people hoarding up food because they didn’t trust
God? against people working on the Sabbath? (15:22–16:36)

12.

Read 1 Corinthians 10:4. This refers to the rock at Rephidim. What should this rock have done
for Israel? (17)

13.

Note that Saint Paul links Christ to this rock and to the other miracles Israel experienced.
Why must Christ never be taken out of the Old Testament? (17)

14.

Read Psalm 95, especially verses 6-11. What application did King David later make of the
event at Rephidim? (17)

15.

Piece together the activities of Moses’ wife and two sons since the time we heard of them
traveling with Moses to the land of Egypt. (18)

16.

What tells us that Jethro had become a believer in the true God? (18)

17.

What problem in Moses’ leadership did Jethro immediately spot? (18)

18.

What solution did Jethro advise? (18)

19.

Locate Mount Sinai on a map. Study a picture of the mountain. This will help you envision
what happened there. 19:1-9)

20.

Where is the gospel in this account? Where is the law in this account? (19:1-9)

21.

In what various ways were the Israelites to prepare for God’s giving his covenant on Mount
Sinai? (19:10-25)

22.

What point did God want to make by giving his people these regulations? (19:10-25)
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23.

In what awesome ways did the Lord make his presence known on the third day? (19:10-25)

24.

What did God want to teach the Israelites by these signs and wonders? (19:10-25)

25.

In which of the commandments does God protect (1) our neighbor’s property? (2) his
institution of marriage? (3) our neighbor’s life? (4) our neighbor’s reputation? (5) God’s holy
name? (6) himself as the only true God? (20:1-21)

62.

What impression did all this have on the Israelites? (20:1-21)

27.

Draw on what you know about the ancient world. Do you think other countries began their
law code with humane provisions for their slaves? (20:22–21:36)

28.

Choose one or two sections of these laws. How does God show himself to be a fair and just
ruler? (20:22–21:36)

29.

Choose laws to discuss, or focus on the questions noted below. (22:1–23:9)
•

Why was a homeowner guilty of bloodshed if he killed a thief during a daylight robbery
but not during the nighttime? (22:2,3)

•

Some cases of injustice cannot be handled in court. One of them is noted in 22:22. Which
would be worse, to stand before a human judge or to be judged by God?

•

Why is the law given in 22:28 something we should take to heart today? Note Acts 23:5.

III.

Israel around the Tabernacle: the Lord is the Indweller (24:12-40:38)

1.

Most movies depicting Israel at Mount Sinai omit all of this material. Trace the development
of how God established a relationship with Israel beginning in chapter 19. (24)

2.

Sometimes we think that God used laws to regulate every aspect of Israel’s life. Yet we must
not overlook the fact that many of God’s commands were commands to give freewill
offerings. What was God’s plan for gathering materials to build the tabernacle? (25)

3.

Describe the ark of the covenant. What spiritual lessons did it teach? (25)

4.

Describe the table and the bread of the Presence. What spiritual lessons did they teach? (25)

5.

Describe the lampstand. What spiritual lessons did it teach? (25)

6.

Read Hebrews 8:5 and 9:23. According to these verses, what did the tabernacle represent?
(26)

7.

Why was it vital that Moses “set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the
mountain” (Exodus 26:30)? (26)

8.

Draw a sketch of the tabernacle on a sheet of paper or on the back of this lesson sheet. Draw
the tabernacle as if you are looking down into it, and place into it the three pieces of
furniture we have studied so far. If you wish, try to draw a front view of the tabernacle. (26)
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9.

Add these two new items to your birds-eye view tabernacle drawing: the curtains around
the courtyard and the altar. (27)

10.

What main activity would be carried out in the courtyard? (27)

11.

If the light burning in the candlesticks represented the light of truth, what do you think the
“clear oil,” which was to be used as fuel, represented? (27)

12.

Examine a picture of the high priest. Locate each of the items described in this section of
Exodus chapter 28. (28)

13.

What was engraved on the two onyx stones on the clasps that joined the ephod at the
priest’s shoulders? What was the purpose of these two stones? (28:12)

14.

Describe the breastpiece. What was located inside it? (28)

15.

Examine a picture of the high priest. Locate each of the items described in this section of
Exodus chapters 28 and 29.

16.

Often we picture the sacrifices as being entirely burned up on the altar. According to 29:28,
what should be done with part of the fellowship sacrifice?

17.

What two very important sacrifices are introduced in 29:39?

18.

The altar of incense is the final fixture in the tabernacle. Locate it on your diagram. (30)

19.

Read Psalm 141:2; Luke 1:10; and Revelation 5:8. What does incense symbolize? See verses 3438. Incense was to be made according to a strict formula and used only on the altar of
incense. Why do you think God was so strict about the incense formula? about its restricted
use? (30)

20.

What lesson do we learn from the fact that when Israel had to pay atonement money, each
person paid the same amount? (30)

21.

Washing with water from the basin would keep the priests from entering the tabernacle or
approaching the altar in an unworthy manner. How did the water make them worthy? (30)

22.

God laid down similar restrictions concerning the anointing oil that Moses made for the
incense. What did the anointing oil symbolize? Why was God so strict about it? (30)

23.

God gave special gifts to Bezalel and Oholiab to construct the tabernacle. Why was it
especially important that the craftsmen who worked on the tabernacle be filled with the
Spirit of God? (31:3)

24.

What are some of the abilities these two men possessed? (31)

25.

What did the Sabbath Day symbolize? Why do you think God concluded his blueprint for the
tabernacle with the Sabbath law? Considering what it symbolized, why was death an
appropriate punishment for breaking it? (31)

26.

From the account in verse 1, describe what was going on in the Israelites’ minds when they
made their request. (32:1-14)
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27.

From what we hear about Aaron in verse 5, describe what was going on in his mind when he
granted Israel’s request. (32:1-14)

28.

What did God tell Moses he was going to do to Israel because of its sin? (32:1-14)

29.

What two general arguments did Moses bring up to the Lord that led him to change his
mind? (32:1-14)

30.

What did Moses have in his hands as he climbed down the mountain? What did he do with
them when he saw what Israel was doing? What did his action symbolize? (32:15-29)

31.

Over the course of two days, Moses and the Lord punished the Israelites three times. Locate
these three punishments and discuss what impact each must have had on Israel. (The third is
found in 32:35.) (32:15-29)

32.

How does Aaron describe his state of mind when the Israelites asked him to lead them in
their idolatry? (32:15-29)

33.

God intended Israel to be a light to the world and to display his glory. What had the
Israelites’ sin made them instead? (32:15-29)

34.

On the following day, Moses continued to plead with God. What are the two elements of his
act of intercession? (32:30-33:11)

35.

The first time Moses interceded for the Israelites, God had agreed not to destroy them.
What further blessing did Moses’ second act of intercession bring to Israel? (32:30-33:11)

36.

Moses had not yet restored Israel’s original relationship with God. Describe that relationship
on the basis of 33:1-5. (32:30-33:11)

37.

When Moses was on Mount Sinai, God gave him plans for the tabernacle. The tabernacle,
however, still had not been build. What served as a temporary place for God to meet with
Moses? (32:30-33:11)

38.

Moses now knew that Israel would not be destroyed and that God was permitting them to
continue their journey to the Promised Land. However, Moses was still not satisfied. What
was Moses’ concern, and what specific request did he make of God in his third intercession?
(33:12-23)

39.

God now fully restored his relationship with Moses and Israel. How did Moses display his joy
over God’s grace? (33:15,16)

40.

Describe the wonderful relationship that existed between Moses and God? (33:17,18)

41.

On the basis of verses 19-23, what did God not show Moses? What did he show Moses?
(33:19-23)

42.

What is the significance of God’s telling Moses to chisel out two more stone tablets? (34:1-10)

43.

Moses wanted to see God’s glory, but all he got was God’s Word. Do you think he was
disappointed? (34:1-10)
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44.

Think about these words that describe God’s grace. Tell why you are happy that God has
each of these characteristics: compassion, grace, slow to anger, abounding in love, faithful,
loving, and forgiving. (34:1-10)

45.

Why is it vital that we understand God’s justice as well as his love? (34:1-10)

46.

God used the word covenant in verse 10. Was this covenant based on the law or on the
promises God gave to Abraham? Prove your answer from verses 8 and 9. (34:1-10)

47.

God graciously restored the covenant between himself and Israel. Yet it was still a covenant
of the law. How does this become clear in verse 11? (35:11-35)

48.

What lessons did Israel learn in connection with the following laws?
•

“Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land.” (35:12,15)

•

“Do not make cast idols.” (35:17)

•

“Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread.” (35:18) “Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice
to me along with anything containing yeast.” (35:25)

•

“Redeem all your firstborn sons.” (35:20)

•

“On the seventh day you shall rest; even during the plowing season and harvest.” (35:21)

49.

Consider what Israel is about to undertake. Why is it not surprising that God repeats the
Sabbath law at this point? (35:1–36:7)

50.

Some of what Israel was called on to do was required under the law. However, even under
the law Israel had ample opportunity to bring freewill offerings. This is true in regard to
sacrifices and offerings of money and crops. How does this truth come out in regard to the
construction of the tabernacle? (35:5,21,22,26,29)

51.

Review all the spiritual gifts God gave Bezalel and Oholiab. What does this say about the gifts
people in our churches possess today? (35:1–36:7)

52.

What “problem” did the leaders of the tabernacle construction have? (35:1–36:7)

53

Review the tabernacle. Follow the section headings in your Bible and label each item. (36:8–
38:31) Picture on the next page.

54.

Reread Exodus 34:6,7. There we read a description of the glory of the Lord. When you
understand what was located in the Most Holy Place, why was that place such an
appropriate dwelling for the Lord? (40)

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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