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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 
 

The Book of Esther
 
I. Context we’ve seen before, but from a different perspective 
 
 A. The time of the return from exile   
 
 B. In the middle of Ezra’s book 
 
 C. From the viewpoint of those still in Persia 
 
II. The characters 
 
 A. Persian 
 
  1. Xerxes 
 
  2. Vashti 
 
 B. Jewish 
 
  1. Esther 
 
  2. Mordecai 
 
 C. Gentile 
 
  1. Haman 
 
  2. Eunuchs (?) 
 
III. Banquets and pairs 
 
 A. See outline below 

 
B. See chiasm chart below 
 

IV. Purpose 
 
 A. Less than “godly” – you decide if Esther and Mordecai are heroes or “zeroes” 
 
 B. God’s “invisible” but “undeniable” presence 
 
 C. How we got “Purim” 
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Outlines of the Book of Esther 
 

Theme: History is HIS-story! 
 
I.  The Danger to God’s People, 1:1-3:15 
 A.  The Divorce of Vashti, 1:1-22 
 B.  The Discovery of Esther, 2:1-20 
 C.  The Devotion of Mordecai, 2:21-23 
 D.  The Decree of Haman, 3:1-15 
 

II.  The Decision of God’s Servant, 4:1-5:14 
 A.  Mordecai’s Appeal to Esther, 4:1-14 
 B.  Esther’s Answer to Mordecai, 4:15-17 
 C.  Esther’s Audience with King Ahasuerus (Xerxes), 5:1-8 
 D.  Haman’s Arrogance over Mordecai, 5:9-14 
 

III.  The Deliverance of God’s People, 6:1-10:3 
 A.  The Defeat of Haman, 6:1-7:10 
  1.  Haman humbled, 6:1-14 
  2.  Haman hanged, 7:1-10 
 B.  The Decree of King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) and Mordecai, 8:1-17 
 C.  The Defeat of Israel’s Enemies, 9:1-19 
 D.  The Days of Purim, 9:20-32 
 E.  The Description of Mordecai’s Fame, 10:1-3 
 

(Adapted from the outline: https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/esther/) 

 
I. The Feasts of Xerxes (1:1—2:18) 
 A. Vashti Deposed (ch. 1) 
 B. Esther Made Queen (2:1–18) 
 
II. The Feasts of Esther (2:19—7:10) 
 A. Mordecai Uncovers a Plot (2:19–23) 
 B. Haman’s Plot (ch. 3) 
 C. Mordecai Persuades Esther to Help (ch. 4) 
 D. Esther’s Request to the King: Her First Banquet (5:1–8) 
 E. A Sleepless Night (5:9—6:14) 
 F. Haman Hanged: Esther’s Second Banquet (ch. 7) 
 
III. The Feasts of Purim (chs. 8–10) 
 A. The King’s Edict in Behalf of the Jews (ch. 8) 
 B. The Institution of Purim (ch. 9) 
 C. The Promotion of Mordecai (ch. 10) 
 
 
 

(Adapted from the outline: https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-esther/) 

 
 

https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/esther/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.1.1-Esth.2.18
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/1/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.2.1-Esth.2.18
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.2.19-Esth.7.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.2.19-Esth.2.23
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/3/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/4/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.5.1-Esth.5.8
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.5.9-Esth.6.14
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/7/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/?osis=NIV:Esth.8-Esth.10
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/8/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/9/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/niv/esther/10/
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-esther/
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Questions for the Book of Esther 
 
I. The Danger to God’s People, 1:1-3:15 
 
1. Read 1:4-8. Describe the lavish nature of the feast. (1) 
 
2. Read 1:9-12. Why do you think Queen Vashti refused the king’s command? (1) 
 
3. Was she right in doing this? Why or why not? (1) 
 
4. Describe Xerxes’ plan for finding a queen. (2) 
 
5. Comment on the morality and wisdom of this procedure. (2) 
 
6. The book is called Esther, but it is also about Mordecai. Who were Esther and Mordecai? (2) 
 
7. Read 2:8-14. What may have been reasons for Esther and Mordecai to keep their nationality 

and background hidden from others? (2) 
 
8. How did the Lord begin to elevate Esther to her position as queen? (2) 
 
9. Chapter 2 tells us how God “set up” the events that were to save God’s people from 

extermination. One was the crowning of Esther. What was the other? (2:19-23) 
 
10. What honor had Xerxes given Haman? (3) 
 
11. What conflict arose because of the honor shown Haman and because of the king’s command 

that everyone bow down to him? (3) 
 
12. Read 3:5-11. Why do you think that Haman’s rage went to all the Jews of the empire? (3) 
 
13. What 3 reasons are given for the extermination of the Jews? What reason is omitted? (3) 
 
II. The Decision of God’s Servant, 4:1-5:14 
 
1. Read 4:1-3. What was the response among the Jews to Xerxes’ edict? (4) 
 
2. Esther saw what her cousin Mordecai was doing. She was ashamed of his behavior and sent 

one of the eunuchs, Hathach, to him with a change of clothing. What information did 
Mordecai give Hathach? (4) 

 
3. What did Mordecai urge Esther to do? (4) 
 
4. What was Esther’s response? (4) 
 
5. Read 4:12-17. What three points did Mordecai relay in his answer? (4) 
 
6. How did Xerxes receive Esther in his hall? (5:1-4) 
 
7. Read verses 5-8. What request did Esther make of Xerxes? Why do you think she did this? (5) 
 
8. Why to you think Esther delayed making her appeal for herself and her people? (5) 
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9. What two feelings did Haman have after the banquet? (5:9-14) 
 
10. What made Haman temporarily happy? (5) 
 

III. The Deliverance of God’s People, 6:1-10:3 
 
1. How did the Lord use the extra day between the banquets to set up Haman’s fall and Israel’s 

deliverance? (Note the seeming coincidences.) 
• 6:1 (two coincidences) 
• 6:2 (one coincidence) 
• 6:3 (a question) 
• 6:4 (a thought and a coincidence, an irony) 
• 6:6-9 (completely unintended advice) 
• 6:10 (a most demeaning irony) 

 
2. How did Haman’s wife Zeresh interpret these events? (6) 
 
3. To hear the king repeat his lavish promise of the day before must have emboldened Esther. 

What two requests did she make? (7:1-4) 
 
4. What did she state as the reason for her request? (7) 
 
5. How did Esther show tact and diplomacy as she asked Xerxes to grant her request? (7:4) 
 
6. How did Xerxes respond to her request? (7) 
 
7. How did Haman respond when he was exposed for the type of person he was? (7) 
 
8. What did Xerxes see when he reentered the room? (7) 
 
9. How did Haman’s gallows and the record of Mordecai’s service to the king work together to 

bring an end to the story? (7) 
 
10. What was given to Esther and Mordecai after Haman was hung? (8) 
 
11. What problem still needed to be addressed? How was the problem resolved? (8) 
 
12. In what month was this second decree written and in what month was it to take effect? Do 

you see another way in which the Lord guided events so all this could take place? (8) 
 
13. What effect did this good fortune of the Jews have on many non-Jews in the kingdom? (8) 
 
14. What led many officials of the empire to aid the Jews in their defense? (9,10) 
 
15. How did the Jews show they were not acting out of revenge and spite? (9,10) 
 
16. What further request did Esther make of the king? (9,10) 
 
17. What is Purim? (9,10) 
 
18. Read 10:1-3. What did Xerxes impose to demonstrate that his power had not suffered any ill 

effects from his actions on behalf of the Jews? (10:1-3) 
 
Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Visual Outlines for Esther 
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Chiasm in Esther 
 

 
 

OR 
 

A.  Greatness of  A’. Greatness of Xerxes  
 Xerxes (1:1-8)   and Mordecai (10) 
 

B.  Two Banquets of B’. Two Banquets of 
 the Persians (1:1-8)   the Jews (9:20-32) 

 
C.  Esther Identifies C’. Gentiles Identify  
 as a Gentile (2:10-20)   as Jews (8:17) 

 
D.  Elevation of D’. Elevation of  
 Haman (3:1)   Mordecai (8:15) 

 
E.  Anti-Jewish E’. Pro-Jewish  
 Edict (3:12-15)   Edict (8:9-14) 

 
F.  Fateful Exchange of F’. Fateful Exchange of  
 Mordecai and Esther (4)   Xerxes and Esther (7:1-6) 

 
G.  First Banquet G’. Second Banquet  
 of the Three (5:6-8)   of the Three (7:1-6) 

 
H. Royal Procession (6) 



A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament 

Page – 9 

Esther in Context 
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Map of Medo-Persia 
 
 
 
 


