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The Book of Daniel
I.

Setting
A. Historical
B. Cultural

II. Composition
A. Author
B. Date
C. Purpose/Recipients
1.

Encouragement to exiles

2. God wins!
3. Present troubles prefigure the future
III. Literary Features
A. Genre
1.

Historical narrative

2. Apocalyptic literature
B. Characters
1.

Faithful Judeans

2. Gentile rulers
3. The LORD and his angels
C. Plot
D. Language
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Outline of the Book of Daniel
Theme: The LORD God is the Only God
I.

Prologue: The Setting (ch. 1; in Hebrew)
A.
B.
C.
D.

II.

The Visions/Destinies of the Nations of the World and the Kingdom of God (chs.
2–7; in Aramaic, beginning at 2:4b)
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

III.

Historical introduction (1:1–2)
Daniel and his friends are taken captive (1:3–7)
The young men are faithful (1:8–16)
The young men are elevated to high positions (1:17–21)

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a large statue (ch. 2)
Nebuchadnezzar’s making of a gold image and his decree that it be
worshiped (ch. 3)
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of an enormous tree (ch. 4)
Belshazzar’s and Babylon’s downfall (ch. 5)
Daniel’s deliverance from the lion’s den (ch. 6)
Daniel’s dream of four beasts (ch. 7)

The Visions/Destinies of a Time Yet to Come and the Son of Man (chs. 8–12; in
Hebrew)
A.
B.
C.

Daniel’s vision of a ram and a goat (ch. 8)
Daniel’s prayer and his vision of the 70 “sevens” (ch. 9)
Daniel’s vision of God’s direction of the future (chs. 10–12)
1.
Revelation of things to come (10:1–3)
2.
Revelation from the angelic messenger (10:4—11:1)
3.
Prophecies concerning Persia and Greece (11:2–4)
4.
Prophecies concerning Egypt and Syria (11:5–35)
5.
Prophecies concerning the antichrist (11:36–45)
6.
Distress and deliverance (12:1)
7.
Two resurrections (12:2–3)
8.
Instruction to Daniel (12:4)
9.
Conclusion (12:5–13)
(Edited and adapted from: https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-daniel/)
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Questions for the Book of Daniel
I.

Prologue: The Setting (1)

1.

The theme of Daniel is set already in verse 2. What did Nebuchadnezzar do with the
treasures of the temple? What conflict did this begin? (This is the theme of the book.)

2.

What challenge did Daniel face at the very beginning of his three-year training period?

3.

What excuses might Daniel have used to permit himself to eat the king’s food? How was the
Lord working behind the scenes to help Daniel even as Daniel was making his choice?

4.

How did the Lord bless Daniel’s faith-inspired obedience?

II.

The Visions/Destinies of the Nations of the World and the Kingdom of God (2-7)

1.

The king had a dream. Perhaps he had had problems with his wise men pulling the wool over
his eyes on a previous occasion. So he told them to do something no king had ever told a
wise man to do. What was the reaction of the wise men in Babylon to such a request? (2:11)
What does this tell us about their gods?

2.

The response of the wise men to Nebuchadnezzar set up a showdown between the gods of
Babylon and the true God. This kind of showdown repeats itself throughout the book of
Daniel. When Daniel found out about the sentence, what did he do? (2:18)

3.

The idols of the nations had stolen God’s honor and given it to idols. For centuries they had
been worshiping the gods of the nations. The Lord was angry with those idols. In fact,
everything he did to Judah in the years surrounding its captivity was designed for one
purpose, namely, to make Israel know that he, the Lord, was the true God. How does Daniel’s
prayer serve as a model prayer for the Israelites and for us? (2)

4.

How did the Lord use Daniel to pave the way for the main groups of exiles? (2:25)

5.

What is the first thing Daniel did when the king asked him if he could reveal the king’s
dream? (2)

6.

Describe the dream. As you look at each detail, fill in the “Part of statue” and “Metal”
columns. (2)
Part of statue

Metal

Real life kingdom

7.

What lessons did Nebuchadnezzar learn from his dream and its interpretation?

8.

The book of Daniel is the story of God against the idols, of the kingdom of God against the
kingdoms of the world. How do idols and world powers conspire against God and his
kingdom in this chapter? (3)

9.

Why did the three not need to defend themselves? (3:17)

10.

What was so amazing about God’s deliverance? (3)
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11.

The Babylonians had carried the Jews into captivity. They seemed to have power over them.
But what did this account prove to Nebuchadnezzar? (3)

12.

4: 4 helps us understand why the Lord gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream. Explain.

13.

Briefly describe the king’s dream. (4)

14.

In 4:17 we hear the main point of the dream. What did the Lord want to impress on
Nebuchadnezzar? Why did he want to impress this on him?

15.

Describe the meaning of the dream. (4)

16.

What should Nebuchadnezzar have done as soon as he heard the meaning of the dream? (4)

17.

What did the Lord do for Nebuchadnezzar when he humbled himself? (4)

18.

Why did the Lord put Nebuchadnezzar through this ordeal? (4)

19.

What sins were committed at the banquet? Which was the greatest sin? (5)

20.

Once again, Daniel was called on last even though he had been honored several times before.
Why might that be? (5)

21.

What lesson should Belshazzar have learned from the experiences of his father? (5)

22.

How did Daniel prove himself to be a faithful prophet? (5)

23.

Why was it actually a compliment of sorts that the other men were out to get Daniel? (6)

24.

As soon as the decree went into effect that all worship had to be directed to Darius, what
choice did Daniel have to make? (6)

25.

For a change, a king was truly humble and honored the true God. How did the king express
faith in the Lord? (6)

26.

How complete was God’s deliverance? (6)

27.

Once again the Lord and the idols of the nations were paired off. In this case Darius himself
was duped into being the idol. Once again, what happened? (6)

28.

The history of the world is outlined in this chapter. Read the chapter and fill in the chart to
better grasp Daniel’s dream. Comment on the symbolism and the features. (7)
The Symbols

What They Represent

Features

III.

The Visions/Destinies of a Time Yet to Come and the Son of Man (8-12)

1.

Why was Daniel transported to the citadel of Susa? Hint: Recall who the next world empire
would be. (8)

2.

What two main creatures did Daniel see in his vision? What is the basic interpretation of the
vision and of the two animals? (8)
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3.

Who did the other horn represent? What unique place did he play in the history of God’s
people? (8)

4.

In 8:28 we are taken into the distant future when the Antichrist himself is active in the
Christian church. In the end, what would happen to him?

5.

What did Daniel do when he recalled from Scripture that the “desolation of Jerusalem” (9:2)
would last 70 years?

6.

Carefully note and discuss the key elements of Daniel’s prayer.
o

What great contrast did Daniel make in 9:4-14?

o

What request did Daniel make in 9:15-19?

o

What was the basis for Daniel’s prayer? (9)

7.

God promptly gave his reply. A summary of the reply is found in 9:24. More details are given
at the end of the chapter. Try to understand each of the elements of 9:24.

8.

Outline the 70 “sevens.” (9:25-27)

9.

Who was the “man” who appeared to Daniel to explain the meaning of the vision? (10:4,5).
See Ezekiel 1 and Revelation 1:13-15; 2:18 for help.

10.

What was Daniel’s reaction to being in the presence of the Lord? What lesson can we learn
from that today? (10:7-11)

11.

In 10:10-19 Daniel was strengthened through a series of the Lord’s words and gestures. Trace
how the Lord gave Daniel courage. What lesson does that teach us?

12.

Why was the Lord “detained” (10:13)? Who helped him? What questions come into your mind
when you hear this behind-the-scenes account?

13.

This chapter contains many historical references. Identify the following people or events in
order to get a general view of this history. (11:2-4) Note: Your teacher may choose to tell the
story. If so, fill in the outline below as you come to each of these people.
o The fourth king of Persia (11:2)
o

“A mighty king” (11:3)

o

“The four winds of heaven” (11:4)

o

“King of the South” (11:5)

o

“King of the North” (11:6)

14.

What general trend do you find in 11:5-19?

15.

What did all this mean for God’s people? Hint: Consider the geography of that area. (11:2-20)

16.

Based on chapter 10, what was God doing during all of this? (11:2-20)
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17.

11:21-30 describe the history of Antiochus Epiphanes. It is a history of warfare and intrigue.
Your teacher may want to work through this material or merely offer some highlights. Verse
30 describes the first in a series of horrible events for the Jewish people. “Ships of the
western coastlands” refers to Rome. Rome threatened Antiochus if Antiochus did not leave
Egypt. Disappointed and angry, he left. What did he do next?

18.

11:31-35 give an outline of the events of Antiochus’ occupation. Work through the elements.
You can guess what some refer to. Others you may need help on.
o

“desecrate the temple fortress . . . abolish the daily sacrifice” (11:31)

o

“set the abomination that causes desolation” (11:31)

o

“corrupt those who have violated the covenant” (11:32)

o

“will firmly resist him” (11:32)

o

“wise will instruct many . . . fall by the sword” (11:33)

o

“a little help” (11:34)

o

“so that they may be refined, purified, and made spotless until the time of the end”
(11:35)

19.

11:36-45 leave Antiochus behind and take us forward to the days of the one he pictures: the
Antichrist. These verses use pictures from Antiochus’ day to describe the Antichrist. As time
allows, work through these verses and point to general themes.

20.

12:1 clearly directs our attention to the last days, where the previous chapter ended. This
verse contains a statement of horror, but also of absolute victory. Explain.

21.

What will happen on the final judgment day? (12)

22.

12:7 tells that the end will come after the power of the holy people has been finally broken.
Can you think of something Jesus said that corresponds to this?

23.

What great division among people will take place during the last days? (12)

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Timeline for 70 Year Captivity in Babylon

Daniel’s Life in Context
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The Traditional View of Daniel’s Visions
Babylonian
Empire
(625–539 B.C.)

Vision of
Statue (ch. 2)

head of gold
(vv. 36–38)

Vision of
Tree (ch. 4)

Nebuchadnezzar
humbled
(vv. 19–37)

Vision of Four
Beasts (ch. 7)

lion with wings of
eagle (v. 4)

Vision of Ram
and Goat (ch. 8)

Medo–Persian
Greek Empire
Empire
(331–63 B.C.)
(539–331 B.C.)

chest and arms of
silver
(vv. 32, 39)

bear raised up on
one side (v. 5)

Roman
Empire

legs of iron; feet
middle and thighs of
of iron and clay
bronze (vv. 32, 39)
(vv. 33, 40–43)

leopard with four
wings and four
heads (v. 6)

Future Events

(63 B.C.–A.D. 476)

terrifying beast
with iron teeth
(v. 7)

messianic kingdom:
the stone
(vv. 44–45)

Antichrist: little
horn uttering
great boasts
(vv. 8–11)

male goat with one
horn: broken and 4
ram with two horns:
horns came up
one longer than the
(vv. 5–8);
other (vv. 2–4)
Antiochus IV
(vv. 23–26)

Identification of the Four Kingdoms
Chronology of Major Empires in Daniel
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Harmony of Daniel’s Dreams
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Visual Outlines of Daniel
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Visual Outline of Daniel
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Structure of Daniel
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The Seventy Week (9:24-27)
The traditional Christian interpretation of 9:24-27 is that the Messiah in 9:25,26 is Jesus
Christ and that the seventy weeks culminate in the first advent of Christ.

THE TRADITIONAL MESSIANIC INTERPRETATION
62 weeks

7 weeks

1 week

Jerusalem
rebuilt

½ week

Nehemiah
445 BC

Cyrus’
decree
538 BC

Antiochus
desecrates the
temple 167 BC

Jesus’
life

Titus destroys
the temple
AD 70

Hadrian
conquers
Jerusalem
AD 135

Jesus’
Jesus’
birth crucifixion
ca. 2 BC ca. AD 33

A typological messianic interpretation held by notable Lutherans of the 19th and 20th
centuries (Klieforth, Keil, Leupold) is that the vision covers the entire time between the
time of Daniel and the second coming of Christ.
THE TYPOLOGICAL MESSIANIC INTERPRETATION

62 weeks

7 weeks
The temple is
desecrated
167 BC
Cyrus’
decree
538 BC

The temple is
destroyed
AD 70

Jesus’ incarnation,
birth, death, and
resurrection
ca. 2 BC-AD 33

The church as
“Jerusalem” is restored
and rebuilt through the
Gospel in the preached
Word and sacraments

1 week

The Antichrist
almost destroys the
church, the Gospel,
and divine worship

Christ returns,
delivers all
Christians, and
vanquishes
Satan and the
Antichrist

Adapted from Charts from Andrew E. Steinmann, Daniel, CC (St. Louis: Concordia, 2008), p. 454...
as found in The Lutheran Study Bible, p. 1417.
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Maps
Persian Empire, Empire of Alexander the Great, and the Roman Empire
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