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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament
The Book of Amos
I.

Get prepped for the coming prophets
A. Read 2 Kings 14-21 and 2 Chronicles 25-33 (note: no questions!)
B. The time and place of Amos
1.

Intro. verses – Uzziah, Judah (792-740) & Jereboam II, Israel (793-753)… 760ish

2. Tekoa – south of Jerusalem
II. Amos – the man and his message
A. The man
1.

Personal context

2. Cultural/historical context
B. The message
1.

A set-up… “go get those wicked neighboring nations!” – but Israel the bullseye!

2. God will judge and is justified in doing so
a. The LORD roars!
b. Amos 5:24, key verse… justice and righteousness (more than ethical by
society’s standards, but covenantal according to God’s heavenly standards)
3. Not without hope… but only a sliver!
III. The Uniqueness of the prophet Amos
A. From the Southern Kingdom, but prophesies mostly to the Northern Kingdom
B. Contemporary of Micah, Hosea, and Isaiah (the Golden Age of Prophecy)
C. As a percentage of his message, Amos contains the most Law and the least Gospel
D. Not a prophet by training or lineage, but a shepherd and farmer
E. Next to Isaiah in quality of poetry (note: 8 “three… four” oracles; 5 visions)
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Outline of the Book of Amos
Theme: The LORD Roars from Zion
I.

The Introduction: The Author and Theme (1:1-2)

II.

The Eight Judgments of Amos (1:3-2:16)
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.

III.

The Sermons of Amos (3:1-6:14)
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

IV.

The Doom of Israel (3:1-15)
The Depravity of Israel (4:1-13)
A Dirge over Israel (5:1-6:14)
The Ruin of Israel in coming judgment (5:1-17)
The Rebuke of religious people (5:18-27)
The Reprimand of the entire nation (6:1-14)

The Five Visions of Amos (7:1-9:15)
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

V.

Concerning Damascus (1:3-5)
Concerning Philistia (1:6-8)
Concerning Tyre (1:9-10)
Concerning Edom (1:11-12)
Concerning Ammon (1:13-15)
Concerning Moab (2:1-3)
Concerning Judah (2:4-5)
Concerning Israel (2:6-16)

A Vision of Devouring Locusts (7:1-3)
A Vision of Fire (7:4-6)
A Vision of a Plumb Line (7:7-9)
An Historical Interlude: Opposition from the Priest of Bethel (7:10-17)
A Vision of a Basket of Summer Fruit (8:1-14)
A Vision of the Lord Judging (9:1-10)

The Promises of Restoration for Israel (9:11-15)
A.
B.

Revival of the House of David (9:11,12)
Restoration of Israel to an Eden-like Promised Land (9:13-15)
(Adapted from Hampton Keathley III, Concise Old Testament Survey, page 83 www.bible.org)
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Questions for the Book of Amos
I.
II.

The Introduction: the Author and Theme (1:1-2)
The Eight Judgments of Amos (1:3-2:16)

1.

What is significant about the fact that the Lord thundered from Zion? (1)

2.

Locate Damascus on a map. What is another name for Damascus? What did Damascus do to
deserve God’s judgment? (1)

3.

Locate Gaza on a map. What did Gaza do to deserve God’s judgment? (1)

4.

Locate Tyre on a map. What did Tyre do to deserve God’s judgment? (1)

5.

Locate Edom on a map. What did Edom do to merit God’s judgment? (1)

6.

Locate Ammon on a map. What did Ammon do to deserve God’s judgment? (1)

7.

Locate Moab on a map. How was Moab’s sin different from the rest of the sins committed by
foreign nations against Israel? (2)

8.

What two sins was Judah committing even while Amos spoke to it? (2)

9.

What were the sins of Israel for which God condemned it? (2)

10.

In verses 9-16, the Lord summarizes his grace, his people’s rebellion, and his impending
judgment. Which verses contain each of these themes? (2)

III.

The Sermons of Amos (3:1-6:14)

1.

Why would the Lord punish the house of Israel for its sins? (3:1,2)

2.

In 3:3-6, the prophet points out a list of causes and effects. Point out the cause and effect in
each pair of lines. What will Israel see happening to it? What is the underlying cause? (3)

3.

What comfort does God give his people—the true believers, that is? (3)

4.

Whom does the Lord call as witnesses to his people’s wickedness? Why do you think he uses
these people as witnesses? (3)

5.

Verse 12 is very ironic. In what would Israel’s salvation consist? (3)

6.

What is significant about the altar at Bethel? about Israel’s large and richly decorated
houses? (3)

7.

How do 4:1-3 characterize the wealthy women of Samaria? What happened to them?

8.

Look at verses 4 and 5. Is the Lord really telling the people to sacrifice at Bethel? What figure
of speech is he using in these two verses? (4)
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9.

The Lord’s punishments on Israel should have caused it to return to the Lord. According to
the following verses, what chastisements had the Lord brought on Israel? (4)
•
4:6
•
4:7,8
•
4:9
•
4:10
•
4:11

10.

What should Israel do now since it had rejected the Lord’s discipline? (4:12)

11.

The fall of the Northern Kingdom is pictured figuratively in verse 2. What concrete details
are given in 5:3?

12.

What did seeking the Lord mean for Israel, besides worshiping in the place he designated?
(See Isaiah 55:6,7.) (5)

13.

The Lord had made Israel for himself. Every Israelite was precious to him. Yet what were the
rich and powerful doing to their fellow Israelites? (5:7-13)

14.

How were the people of Israel fooling themselves, according to 5:14?

15.

The people of Israel longed for the day of the Lord, imagining it to be a day of blessing for
them. What would the day of the Lord mean for them? (5:18-20)

16.

Assemblies and offerings were instituted by the Lord in the ceremonial law. Why does he
“hate” and “despise” them? (See Isaiah 1:11 for similar statements.) What did the Lord want
from the Israelites rather than their offerings? (5:21-24)

17.

What characterized Israel from the beginning of its existence as a nation? (5:25-27)

18.

Verses 1-7 picture the life of the wealthy Israelites in the last years of the Northern Kingdom.
Why did Jesus say, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God”? (Luke 18:24). (6)

19.

In what sense was “Joseph” (the Northern Kingdom, which included the tribes of Joseph’s
sons Ephraim and Manasseh) ruined? (6:6)

20.

According to 6:8, 11, and 14, who is the cause of all the destruction Israel will experience at
the hands of the Assyrians? What should this lead Israel to do? (6)

21.

6:12 may be based on a proverb. In what way is Israel like the foolish farmer in the first half of
this verse? (6)

22.

Israel boasted of its victories under Jeroboam II (who did, in fact, usher in a time of
prosperity for Israel). Yet what would the Lord do to Israel and Judah? (6)

IV.
V.

The Five Visions of Amos (7:1-9:15)
The Promises of Restoration for Israel (9:11-15)

1.

Chapters 7–9 contain five visions. The first three are in this chapter. What is each vision, and
what point does the Lord want to teach Israel with each vision?
o 7:1-3 Vision:
Lesson:
o 7:4-6 Vision:
Lesson:
o 7:7-9 Vision:
Lesson:
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2.

Amos’ third vision proved to be a particularly dangerous one for him. How so? (verses 10-13)
What veiled accusation did Amaziah make to Amos? (7:12,13)

3.

Why was Amaziah terribly mistaken? (7)

4.

How would Amaziah someday realize his great error? (7:14-17)

5.

Chapters 7–9 contain five visions. This chapter contains the fourth vision. What is this vision,
and what point does the Lord want to teach Israel with it?
o 8:1,2
Vision:
Lesson:

6.

If the Lord had already decided to bring the history of the Northern Kingdom to an end, why
did he send Amos to preach in Israel? (8)

7.

The Lord would judge his people for their greed and trickery. Find four methods the Israelite
grain merchants used to cheat their customers and oppress their fellow Israelites. (8)

8.

What two great judgments would the Lord bring on his wayward people?
• 8:7-10
• 8:11,12

9.

Why would all of these sufferings come on Israel? (8:13,14)

10.

Chapters 7–9 contain five visions. This chapter contains the final vision. What is this vision,
and what point does the Lord want to teach Israel with it?
o 9:1,2
Vision:
Lesson:

11.

We find great comfort in the fact that God watches over us. But there is another side to the
Lord’s watching over his creation. What is that, according to 9:4?

12.

In 9:7-10, the Lord picks up on four reasons the Israelites were using to find a sense of
confidence in their relationship with the Lord. How does the Lord answer them?
•
We are the children of Israel.

13.

•

The Lord delivered us from Egypt.

•

The Lord’s eyes are on us.

•

Evil will not overtake us.

Over 90 percent of Amos’ prophecies are severe punishments, often ending in total
destruction. Yet God’s final word to Israel is a word of grace and blessing. What does it mean
that the Lord will rebuild “David’s fallen tent”? When will verses 13-15 come to pass? (9)

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Majoring on the minors – Amos: What if God had asked you? (by Prof. Thomas Kock)
Amos wasn’t a staff minister; he wasn’t a teacher; he wasn’t a pastor. He describes himself as being a
rancher of sorts, raising sheep, as well as doing something with figs—though we’re not sure what the fig
part entailed (cf. 1:1; 7:14). Amos was a layman, a typical Israelite! But God had different plans for Amos:
“The LORD took me from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel’ ” (7:15).
What if God has asked you? Would you have been ready?
God’s messenger—then
I would imagine that Amos might have wondered, “Why me?!? Why not send one of the prophets?”
God didn’t do that; he chose to send a layman. What if God had asked you? Would you have been
ready?
And then there’s the message! God called Amos to bring a difficult message to the Northern
Kingdom! The people had rebelled against God over and over. God’s patience was coming to an end.
So Amos had to deliver this message: “Your land will be measured and divided up, and you yourself
will die in a pagan country. And Israel will surely go into exile, away from their native land” (7:17).
Ouch! I’m guessing the people weren’t gathering around Amos to say, “What a great ‘sermon!’ I was
really blessed by that!” This was a hard message . . . but a message that needed to be brought to the
people because they were becoming more and more hardened in unbelief. It was imperative that
Amos—the layman—deliver this message.
What if God had asked you? Would you have been ready?
God’s messengers—now
During this month we’ll celebrate Pentecost. We’ll again celebrate how the Holy Spirit was poured
out in a miraculous way, giving power to proclaim the Word. And what had some of those
proclaimers done previously? They’d been fishermen (Peter, Andrew, James, John), tax collectors
(Matthew), and political activists (Simon). In other words, they hadn’t been officially trained clergy.
They’d been laymen! And? And God touched the world through their message! The message of
Jesus spread from person to person! And generally, it seems to have spread through laity! Through
people like Amos! Through people like you.
What if God had asked you? Would you have been ready? I’m convinced that the answer is yes! You
know Jesus; you know his Word. However, could it hurt to deepen your knowledge? While it’s
critical for our church body to train our public ministers thoroughly, it’s also incredibly important
that our laity understands the Word of God deeply!
So, if you’re not sure if you’d be ready, head to Bible study! If you think you might be ready, head to
Bible study! If you’re pretty sure you’re ready, head to Bible study—both for yourself and for the good
of others! And in the study of the Word, God will make you ready for whatever opportunities he
grants you.
Background: A shepherd and fig-picker from Tekoa (in the Southern Kingdom). He prophesied in
the Northern Kingdom from 760-765 B.C.
The book’s major truth: God’s patience with the Northern Kingdom is running out. Judgment!
Key verse: “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign LORD, ‘when I will send a famine through the
land—not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD’” (8:11).
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Judgment on the Nations
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