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A Visitor’s Guide to the Old Testament
The Book of 1 Samuel
I.

The book is not what it seems
A. It belongs to the Former Prophets
1.

Who are they?

2. What are they?
B. It belongs to a single scroll
1.

Later divisions

2. Its present place
II. A major transition
A. The third important position for Israel’s savior is introduced
B. What about the king
1.

Previously (God rules and God anticipates, Dt. 17)

2. The difference between the concept and the motive
III. Key concepts
A. Introduced in a song/psalm
1.

Proud vs. Humble and Man’s purposes vs. God’s purposes

2. The Anointed One
B. Played out in the lives of the people in the story
C. Other key concepts: prophecy, the Spirit of the Lord, repentance (man’s & God’s), the
effects of sin, God’s sovereignty, God’s grace, trust, loyalty, friendship, integrity
III. Key actors
A. People: Hannah, Eli, Samuel, Saul, Jonathan, Jesse, David, Goliath, Abigail
B. Places: Shiloh, Bethlehem, Benjamin, Philistia, Amalek, Nob, Endor, Gilboa
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Outlines of the Book of 1 Samuel
Theme: Israel Gets a King
I.

Samuel, the Last Judge (1:1-8:22)
A.
B.
C.

II.

Saul, a King the People Wanted (9:1-15:35)
A.
B.

III.

The call of Samuel (1:1-3:21)
The commission of Samuel (4:1-7:17)
The concern of Samuel (8:1-22)

The selection of Saul (9:1-12:25)
The Rejection of Saul (13:1-15:35)

David, the King God Wanted (16:1-31:13)
A.
B.
C.
D.

David, the shepherd, chosen and anointed (16:1-23)
David, the giant killer, acclaimed by the court of Saul (17:1-58)
David, the friend of Jonathan, but rejected by Saul (18:1-19:24)
David, the fugitive, pursued by Saul (20:1-26:25)
1.
2.
3.
4.

E.

David protected by Jonathan (20:1-42)
David protected by Ahimelech (21:1-9)
David protected by Achish (21:10-15)
David and his band of men (22:1-26:25)

The refuge of David in Philistine territory (27:1-31:13)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

David becomes a Philistine servant (27:1-28:2)
Saul consults the medium at Endor (28:3-25)
David dismissed by the Philistines (29:1-11)
David destroys the Amalekites (30:1-31)
The Philistines and the death of Saul (31:1-13)

(adapted from Concise Old Testament Survey, J. Hampton Keathley, III, https://bible.org/assets/worddocs/jhk3_otsurvey.zip)
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Questions for the Book of 1 Samuel
I.

Samuel, the Last Judge (1:1-8:22)

1.

What was Hannah’s great sorrow in life? (1:1-20)

2.

What comfort did Hannah’s husband try to offer? (1:1-20)

3.

What bad example do we see in Eli? (1:1-20)

4.

What point did Hannah make to Eli? (1:21–2:11)

5.

Examine Hannah’s hymn of praise. (1:21–2:11)
•
How did Hannah’s praise to the Lord apply to her own life?
•

How did Hannah’s praise apply to God’s people Israel?

•

How does Hannah’s praise apply to God’s people today?

6.

What was so offensive about the behavior of Eli’s sons? (2:12-36)

7.

Eli had the privilege of being a direct descendant of Aaron and of serving as high priest.
What did the man of God tell Eli about that privilege? (2:12-36)

8.

Eli had rebuked his sons. Why did the Lord punish him? (2:12-36)

9.

Show from this section that Eli was a sincere, but weak, believer. (3:1–4:1a)

10.

What impact did Samuel have on the people of Israel? (3:1–4:1a)

11.

Samuel has been called “the last of the judges.” From what desperate situation did Samuel
save God’s people? (3:1–4:1a)

12.

What was the attitude of the Israelites toward the ark of the covenant? (4:1b-22)

13.

It was now several hundred years after the Israelites had come out of Egypt. Yet what did
the Philistines still remember? (4:1b-22)

14.

When Eli heard about the outcome of the battle, what distressed him most? (4:1b-22)

15.

Why was the name Ichabod an appropriate name for Phinehas’ son? (4:1b-22)

16.

What was the implication of Dagon falling facedown before the ark? of its head and hands
coming off? (5:1–7:1)

17.

What do you think of the advice the Philistine priests/diviners gave their leaders? (5:1–7:1)

18.

What was the plan for returning the ark to Israel? (5:1–7:1)

19.

The pattern found in Judges repeats itself in 1 Samuel. The Israelites followed other gods,
God gave them into the hands of their enemies, they repented, and the Lord delivered them.
Point out evidence that the Israelites remained unrepentant during these years. (7:2-17)
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20.

Based on the request of the Israelites, what must have been the emphasis of Samuel’s
leadership of Israel? (7:2-17)

21.

As far as we know, Samuel never led an army. Yet he was a great military leader. Explain.
(7:2-17)

22.

What blessing accompanied Samuel’s leadership? (7:2-17; verse 13)

23.

It must have been sad for Samuel to watch the behavior of his sons. Why? (8:1-22)

24.

What was at the heart of the request the elders of Israel made to Samuel? (8:1-22)

25.

What were some of the problems that would come with having a king? (8:1-22)

II.

Saul, a King the People Wanted (9:1-15:35)

1.

How did the Lord miraculously bring Saul and Samuel together? (9:1–10:8)

2.

What are some positive characteristics Saul displays in this section? (9:1–10:8)

3.

What three signs did the Lord give Saul to confirm his position as king? (9:1–10:8)

4.

Even though the Lord had granted the Israelites’ request and gave them a king, how did the
Lord view this whole matter? (10:9-27)

5.

Samuel wrote down the regulations of the kingship. This seems to have been a new
document, perhaps revealed to Samuel by the Lord. Certainly it must have reflected Moses’
words of Deuteronomy 17:14-20. Samuel predicted dire consequences for the Israelites
because of their request, yet a kingship could be blessed by the Lord. How should a king act
in order to please God? (10:9-27)

6.

Was everyone pleased with God’s choice? (10:9-27)

7.

When Nahash the Ammonite besieged Jabesh Gilead, he was interested in more than simply
gaining territory for himself. What was Nahash’s attitude toward Israel and what did he want
to do to Israel? (11:1-15)

8.

What happened to Saul when he heard about Jabesh’s predicament? (11:1-15)

9.

What was Saul’s plan to defeat Nahash? (11:1-15)

10.

How did Samuel use this event? (11:1-15)

11.

What was Samuel’s purpose in defending his ministry at the start of this sermon? (12:1-25)

12.

To what was Samuel leading God’s people by his message? (12:1-25)

13.

In addition to Samuel’s words, how did God speak the law to his people? What was the
result? (12:1-25)

14.

Agree or disagree. Samuel’s sermon was all law and no gospel. (12:1-25)
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15.

Because of Jonathan’s bravery, the Philistines were provoked to engage Israel in battle. What
was the response of Israel’s army to the approach of the Philistines? (13:1-22)

16.

What choice did Saul have to make? (13:1-22)

17.

Why did the Lord put Saul into such a difficult situation? (13:1-22)

18.

What do we learn about the character of Jonathan from chapter 14 verses 6, 10, and 12?
(13:23–14:23)

19.

How did Jonathan determine what the Lord wanted him to do? (13:23–14:23)

20.

Describe Jonathan’s miraculous victory. (13:23–14:23)

21.

What tangible evidence of his presence did the Lord give after Jonathan’s initial attack?
(13:23–14:23)

22.

What happened as the battle turned in Israel’s favor? (13:23–14:23)

23.

Saul showed a lack of common sense. What did he command the soldiers not to do? (14:2452)

244.

What problems came as a result of Saul’s insistence that the men could not eat? (14:24-52)

25.

After this, matters went from bad to worse. Explain. (14:24-52; verses 36-46)

26.

Recall the Lord’s directions to Saul. What was he to do? Compare this with what Saul
actually did. (15)

27.

Analyze the conversation between Samuel and Saul. How did it progress? (15)

28.

What demonstration of godly zeal did Samuel display? (15)

III.

David, the King God Wanted (16:1-31:13)

1.

What was Samuel’s response when he saw Jesse’s eldest son? (16)

2.

Describe David. (16)

3.

How did the Lord get David associated with the royal palace? (16)

4.

What do we begin to learn about David’s attitude toward Saul? (16:21-23)

5.

What brought David to the front lines of the Israelite army? (17)

6.

Saul had promised wealth and honor to anyone who would defeat Goliath. However, what
prompted David to fight with Goliath? (17:26,36)

7.

What gave David the confidence to take on Goliath’s challenge? (17:45-47)

8.

Analyze David’s words to Goliath.
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9.

Describe the friendship between David and Jonathan. What did they have in common? (18)

10.

Considering who Jonathan was, what makes Jonathan’s love for his friend David so amazing?
(18)

11.

What made Saul angry with David? (18)

12.

In what ways did Saul try to solve his problem? (18)

13.

What event showed beyond a shadow of a doubt that the Lord was with David and that Saul
would not prevail against him? (18)

14.

How did Jonathan help David after Saul made it public that he wanted David dead? (19)

15.

What happened as a result of Jonathan’s intercession for David? (19)

16.

David went home. How did Michal protect David? (19)

17.

Where did David go when he fled from Saul? How did God protect David? (19)

18.

In general, what was Jonathan and David’s plan to find out Saul’s intentions? (20)

19.

What pact, or agreement, did David and Jonathan make? (20)

20.

Describe David and Jonathan’s friendship. (20)

21.

What reason did Saul offer for his anger against David? (20)

22.

How did Jonathan and David communicate after Jonathan had discovered Saul’s intent? (20)

23.

Comment on the times David lied in this section (verses 2,8,13). Was his behavior justifiable
or not? (21:1–22:5)

24.

Why do you think David went to a Philistine city? (21:1–22:5)

25.

How did David show love and concern for his family? (21:1–22:5)

26.

Describe Saul’s state of mind at this time. (22:6-23)

27.

Give a brief character study of Doeg. (22:6-23)

28.

Compare Doeg’s description of what happened at Nob with what really happened. (22:6-23)

29.

What do we learn about David’s character from his willingness to help the people of Keilah?
(23)

30.

What strikes you about Saul’s words in verse 21: “The LORD bless you for your concern for
me”? (23)

31.

How close did David come to being captured? (23:26)

32.

How can you tell that the Lord was working in all of the steps David and Saul took? (24)
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33.

David’s men urged David to take advantage of the occasion and kill Saul. They even quoted
the Lord’s promises to David. What did David do? (24)

34.

Read Romans 12:19-21. How did the truth of Paul’s words play out in David’s confrontation
with Saul? (24)

35.

After seeing Saul’s tears and hearing his words, David went back up into the stronghold. Why
do you think he did this? (24)

36.

How did David treat Nabal’s flocks and herds? How did Nabal treat David in return? (25)

37.

What was different about David’s reaction to Nabal compared to his reaction to Saul? Was
his reaction to Nabal God-pleasing? (25)

38.

What was Abigail’s response to Nabal’s foolishness? (25)

39.

How did the story end? (25)

40.

Why did David go down into Saul’s camp? (26)

41.

Contrast David’s attitude with Abishai’s. (26)

42.

Why did David speak first to Abner? (26)

43.

In verse 25 Saul once again prophecies. What does he say about David’s future? (26)

44.

Why did Achish accept David now, even though he and his nobles had not wanted David in
their town when David first fled from Saul? (27:1–28:2)

45.

What was the first thing David did after taking up residence in Gath? (27:1–28:2)

46.

How did David spend his time at Ziklag? (27:1–28:2)

47.

Achish let David know he would accompany him in the battle against Israel. What did David
mean by his answer to Achish? What did Achish think he meant? (28:3-25)

48.

Why was Saul terrified? (28:3-25)

49.

Why was the medium hesitant about practicing her occult arts? (28:3-25)

50.

What makes it clear that the Lord miraculously sent Samuel? (28:3-25)

51.

What was Saul’s reaction to Samuel’s words? (28:3-25)

52.

Who assessed the situation correctly, Achish or the other kings? (29,30)

53.

What makes it clear that David wanted to enter the battle along with the Philistines? (29,30)

54.

All during David’s flight from Saul and his days among the Philistines, the Lord was
strengthening David’s faith. No doubt David prayed long and hard to the Lord during these
days and may have written some of the psalms at this time. (See chapter 30:1-8.) Which of
these verses summarize David’s spirit during these times? (29,30)
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55.

What miracle did the Lord perform to help David defeat the Amalekites? (29,30)

56.

What positive leadership trait did David show after defeating the Amalekites? (29,30)

57.

Samuel had foretold that Israel would be defeated and that the Lord would turn against Saul.
The battle is described in verse 1. How does this brief description fit with Samuel’s words?
(31)

58.

Evaluate the last minutes of Saul’s life. (31)

59.

Why did the Philistines take Saul’s head and his armor? Why did they hang his body on a city
wall? (31)

60.

Take a few minutes to review the content of 1 Samuel. Look at each of these key figures. (31)
•
Samuel
•

Saul

•

David

•

The Philistines

Questions taken from “The Whole Bible Project” © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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