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‘A Glorious Inheritance’
Ephesians 1:18 “I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you man know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints.”
God has riches waiting for you, glorious riches in heaven. This is your inheritance, your
“new-birth” right as God’s children. That sounds good. It sounds great. But it may seem a
little vague. Have you ever noticed that when God describe heaven, he usually talks
about the absence of the things we don’t like here? It is the place with no more sorrow,
no more pain, no more hunger, no more tears, no more sin, no more death. But when it
comes to describing what heaven is in a positive way, even God himself seems to be at a
loss for words. Later in this same letter Paul says that God is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine. And heaven is one of those things that defy human
words, because it is more than our little brains are even capable of imagining.
So Paul tells us it is the riches of a glorious inheritance. What do “riches” mean to you?
Is a millionaire rich? Is a billionaire rich? Do we even know how much that really is?
If a billion people made a human tower, they would stand up past the moon. If you
started counting from one to a billion, it would take you 95 years to finish. If you found
a goldfish bowl large enough to hold a billion goldfish, it would be as big as a football
stadium. A billion seconds ago it was 1979. A billion minutes ago the Apostle John was
still alive. A billion hours ago our world hadn’t been created yet. (A billion dollars ago
was only about 6 hours ago at the rate dollars are spent in Washington D.C.)
Of course, the riches of heaven aren’t measured in dollars. And a billion is something we
can imagine, as we have just demonstrated. The riches of our glorious inheritance far
exceed all this, more than we can even imagine. And yet, it is not more than we can hope
or believe. Another place Paul writes the Corinthians, “No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him–but God
has revealed it to us by his Spirit.” Maybe human words can’t describe it. Maybe our
minds can’t fully picture it. But God’s Spirit has still revealed it in a way that our
believing hearts embrace and long for. He makes it possible to see that our future is full
of glorious riches now, and know we will live in them forever.
God doesn’t wait for volunteers. He has found us and called us to receive his gifts by
faith. Doesn’t that calling speak to our situation now? I am more than the graying,
middle-aged has-been with poor eyesight and a funny Minnesota accent the world sees.
In Christ I am far richer than the world’s super rich, because all the treasures of heaven
belong to me. Don’t we, then, have confidence for our life now as well as the life of glory
to come? This is our calling. See it. Believe it. Let it change your life.
Article by John Vieths, Pastor ~ bitsofbread.org ~ September 11, 2019
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Alive with Hope: 1 Peter
2020 is not the only time in history that people have
endured grave suffering. In the early days of the Church,
Christians were persecuted, exiled, or even killed for
confessing their faith in Jesus. The Apostle Peter, as one
of the recognized “pillars” of the Christian community,
wrote a letter of encouragement to suffering Christians
scattered throughout Asia Minor (present day Turkey).
Peter’s letter is characterized with two big words: Life and Hope! Life – a real life lived
in the peace of forgiveness now and the certainty of heaven for eternity – is guaranteed
by the resurrection to life of Jesus. Hope, given by the same resurrected Jesus, is what
sustains God’s people in times of suffering. But hope in Christ is not in an ambiguous
future, but in the security of God’s promises of a blessed eternity. In Christ, the faithful
are Alive with Hope.
Year A on the liturgical calendar suggests a series of readings from Peter’s first letter
throughout the Easter Season. It seems appropriate, with the burdens placed on people
worldwide, to address our sufferings in the light of Peter’s encouragements. During the
pandemic of 2020 or in the midst of whatever suffering may still be in store for us, in
Christ we can be Alive with Hope. Our Easter Series will follow through 1 Peter under
the following themes:
Second Sunday of Easter (4/19):
Third Sunday of Easter (4/26):
Fourth Sunday of Easter (5/3):
Fifth Sunday of Easter (5/10):
Sixth Sunday of Easter (5/17):
Seventh Sunday of Easter (5/24):

… for Praise (1 Peter 1:3-9)
… as Strangers (1 Peter 1:17-21)
… with Patience (1 Peter 2:19-25)
… as Living Stones (1 Peter 2:4-10)
… to Speak (1 Peter 3:15-22)
… in Suffering (1 Peter 4:12-17; 5:6-11)

Practical Tip for Personal Preparation: The book of Acts is a unique book within the
Bible canon. It does not fall neatly inside the three basic categories of readings: Old
Testament, New Testament Letters (Epistles), or Gospels. It is the companion volume to
Luke’s Gospel and continues the Bible History account from Jesus’ ascension through
the early years of the Christian Church. Though Jesus is still the primary focus of the
book, the basic outline of Acts follow Peter (the spread of the Gospel in and around
Jerusalem, primarily among a Jewish audience) before pivoting toward Paul (the spread
of the Gospel to the Gentile world). Each year during the Easter season the First Lesson
is drawn from the book of Acts – the post-resurrection Church in action. In your
personal Bible reading, take time this Easter Season to read through the book of Acts!
John Koelpin, Pastor ~ Cell - (214)549-9347 (Call/Text) ~ Email - jkoelpin@calvarydallas.org
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Important Announcements
COVID-19 UPDATES: Access up-to-date information and announcements from Calvary
Lutheran Church & School at https://calvarydallas.org/covid-19-updates/
RAINBOW ROOM DRIVE: Thank you to all who donated to Calvary's Rainbow Room
Supply Drive! All donations were dropped off this week- it was a trunkful! Sharing a
thank you message from Community Partners of Dallas:

"WOW!!!! Thank you so very much for your generous support! It always means a lot to us
but is especially impactful, encouraging and appreciated right now! Thank you to you and
everyone at Calvary Lutheran Church for caring about our kids. Wishing you and yours all
safety, good health and God's blessings. Thank you again! Be well, Joanna"
OFFERINGS: Our ministry is supported through the offerings of God’s people.
Traditionally these offerings are placed into an offering plate passed during each worship
service. It was similar in Jesus day. It was during Holy Week that Jesus looked up and saw
a poor widow give her two small coins into the temple treasury basket. Jesus praised her
attitude of giving generously from the heart. God does not need your money. It’s all His
already. However, He loves the generosity of giving as part of a joyful response to His
generous love for us. Today we don’t have the same offering basket, but we do have
many opportunities to give our offerings:
Online: Click the "GIVE" button at the top of the webpage at calvarydallas.org, then
click the red "Give Now" button. You can sign up for one-time or reoccurring gifts.
App: Download the Give Plus app and search with 75238 as the zip code. Select
Calvary Lutheran in Dallas as your church and sign up for one-time or reoccurring gifts.
Mail: Mail a check to Calvary Lutheran, 9807 Church Rd. Dallas, TX 75238. We are
still gathering and depositing these gifts weekly.
Text: Send a text 833-948-2221 with the dollar amount you want to give. Receive a
text back with simple set-up instructions. All gifts go directly to Calvary.
If you need assistance with any of these giving methods, please contact the Church
Secretary at churchsec@calvarydallas.org.
For those interested in the current financial situation: We have seen a decrease in
offerings as we have moved solely to online worship. Calvary does need continued
support to operate in the same manner. All of the above options are excellent ways to
provide that support.
“But just as you excel in everything in complete earnestness and in your love for us –
see that you also excel in this grace of giving." 2 Corinthians 8:7
Stacey Jackson, Church Secretary ~ Email - churchsec@calvarydallas.org
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Rainbow Room Donation Thanks
Dear Amy and all our friends at Calvary Lutheran Church,
Now, more than ever, you are changing the lives of the precious
children we serve through your gift of diapers, pull-ups, formula
and clothing (we hope we didn’t miss seeing anything in the
photo) to Community Partners of Dallas. It is only with your
help that we are able to touch the lives of more than 20,000
abused and neglected children in Dallas County each year.
Sadly, a child is abused every 71 minutes in our community. The need for support is
great, and you reached out. We thank you and we promise you that your generosity
will make a tremendous difference. Whether the assistance comes as clothing, baby
formula or food, shoes, car seats, or in another form, it helps deserving children to
thrive in a safe environment, and to have the resources they desperately need. We
could not provide these essential tools without the support of friends like you.
Your support during these unprecedented times truly means the world to the children
we are serving. Please know that your kindness made a special impact on children who
need you and sent them a message that someone does care.
Thank you for being there for our kiddos

Beckie Koelpin, School Secretary ~ Email - schoolsec@calvarydallas.org
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Forward in Faith Fund
An inside look at…

Since it’s very beginning in 1972, Calvary Lutheran School has been
committed to providing children a high-quality education rooted
in the truth of God’s Word.
THE CHALLENGE
The cost of education is rising rapidly. This presents challenges
for both Calvary Lutheran School and student families.
Calvary struggles to sustain ministry while remaining affordable
and excellent. Families struggle to afford the rising cost of tuition.

THE OPPORTUNITY
Forward in Faith is base of Difference-Makers who use their
blessings from the Lord to give the gift of Christian education to
the next generation. This committed base supports ministry,
invests in excellence and growth, and paves the way for all children
seeking to be a part of the Calvary Lutheran School family.
YOU can make a difference through Forward in Faith!
Looking for more information about Forward in Faith?
Visit our web page at https://calvarydallas.org/school/fif
and join the movement!
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Today in Sunday School

The Shepherd and the Sheep
Bible Reading: Luke 15:1-7 and Psalm 23
Key Point: I am Jesus’ little lamb and he is my very good Shepherd.
Memory Verse: "The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing.” Psalm 23:1
Prayer: Dear Jesus, I am your little lamb and you are my very good Shepherd.
You take care of me all the time and will lead me home to Heaven someday.
Thank you, Jesus! Amen.

Hildie Ciejka

4/27

John Dodson

4/30

Joyce Plumlee

5/01

Wendy Frese

5/02

Bill & Denise Ball
April 26th, 1985
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Our Response To the Word
IN TIME AND GIFTS:
Worshipers Last Weekend

154 Online

Family Bible Hour

32 Online

Given to the Glory of God for March 2020

$77,432

Needed monthly for God’s Work

$81,251

IN TALENTS THIS WEEKEND:
Liturgist/Preacher

Pastor John Koelpin

Pianist

Dawn Aswege or Sarah Schemm

Audio/Visual

Rick Jackson and John McCarthy

Inside Cleaning:
5/2

Gross/Pringle

5/9

Summers/Hubbard/Ihms

5/16

Rust/Newbold/Kliebert

5/23

Barbour/Volkert/Bertram

5/30

David/Strange/Edet

6/6
Mowing Crew:

Witt/Hamilton/Aswege

5/2

Barbour Team

5/9

David Team

5/16

Henrickson Team

5/23

Kliebert Team

5/30

Beavan Team

6/6

Barbour Team

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:
First Lesson

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a,51-60

Psalm

23

Second Lesson

1 Peter 2:19-25

Gospel Reading

John 10:1-10
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