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REMAIN SEATED
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OPENING ANTHEM

O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee
Words by Paul Gerhardt, harmony by J.S. Bach

O Lord, how shall I meet Thee, How welcome Thee aright?
Thy people long to greet Thee, My Hope, my heart’s Delight!
Oh, kindle, Lord, most holy, Thy lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly All that may please Thee best.
Thy Zion strews before Thee Green boughs and fairest palms,
And I, too, will adore Thee With joyous songs and psalms.
My heart shall bloom forever For thee with praises new
And from Thy name shall never Withhold the honor due.
What though the foes be raging, Heed not their craft and spite;
Your Lord, the battle waging, Will scatter all their might.
He comes, a King most glorious, And all His earthly foes
In vain His course victorious Endeavor to oppose.

CONFESSION OF SINS
PLEASE STAND

L Our help is in the name of the Lord;
G Who made heaven and earth.
L Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination
L Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
G We have sinned against you
in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deliver and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.
L By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ
and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun
when we shall serve him in newness of life.
BE SEATED
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PSALM

Psalm 91

He who dwells in the shelter of the / Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Al- / mighty.
I will say / of the LORD,
“He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in / whom I trust.”
Surely he will save you from the / fowler’s snare
and from the deadly / pestilence.
He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find / refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and / rampart.
Refrain
You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that / flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at / midday.
A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at / your right hand,
but it will not come / near you.
Refrain
If you make the Most High your dwelling—even the LORD, who is my / refuge—
then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come / near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in / all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot a- / gainst a stone.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.
Refrain
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ADVENT COLLECT
L Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, we bless and praise You forever, that You sent
Your Son to rule over us poor sinners, who for our transgressions justly deserved to remain in
the bondage of sin and Satan, and that in Him You gave us a meek and righteous King, who
by His death became our Savior from sin and eternal death. We implore You so to enlighten,
govern and direct us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may ever remain faithful to this righteous
King and Savior, and not, after the manner of the world, be offended by His humble form and
despised Word, but, firmly believing in Him, obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever.
G Amen. (spoken)

LESSON

Selections from the book of the prophet Isaiah
The promises which the Holy Spirit inspired Isaiah to pen so eloquently justify calling Isaiah “the
Fifth Evangelist”. His proclamation, however, came before the Christ came, in this way making
his message appropriate for the Advent season.

ANTHEM

Advent Canticle
Music by Lloyd Larson Copyright 2001 by Hal Leonard Corporation

Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way of the Lord!
Make straight a path in the wilderness, a highway for our God!
Ev’ry valley shall be lifted up, ev’ry mountain and hill made low;
The uneven ground made level; the rugged places a plain.
Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way of the Lord!
Make straight a path in the wilderness, a highway for our God!
When the mystery of time is fulfilled, and the glory of God revealed;
All people shall see it together. O hear the Word of the Lord!
Prepare, prepare the way of the Lord! Prepare the way of the Lord!
Make straight a path in the wilderness, a highway for our God!
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CHRISTMAS COLLECT
L Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your mercy and compassion You
caused Your Son to become incarnate, and through Him redeemed us from sin and
everlasting death: We implore You, enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may
ever be thankful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation and
temptation, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever.
G Amen. (spoken)

2 – Savior of the Nations Come

HYMN

[6]

ADVENT MEDITATION

Matthew 6:10b and Luke 1:51

Your Kingdom Come

PLEASE STAND

READING FROM THE CATECHISM
M Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
C What does this mean?
M God’s good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but we pray in this petition
that it may be done among us also.
C How is God’s will done?
M God's will is done when he breaks and defeats every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the
world, and our sinful flesh,…
C … which try to prevent us from keeping God's name holy and letting his kingdom come.
M And God’s will is done when he strengthens and keeps us firm in his Word and in the faith as
long as we live.
C This is his good and gracious will.
BE SEATED
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
RESPONSORY
PLEASE STAND

BE SEATED
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ANTHEM

A Parish Magnificat
Carl F. Schalk Copyright 1990 Concordia Publishing House

Refrain (Sung once by the choir, then repeated by the congregation and sung after each verse)

For he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.
Refrain
He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away.
Refrain
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever.
Refrain
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Refrain
PLEASE STAND
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PRAYERS

L O God, our Father, by your mercy and might, the world turns safely into darkness and returns
again to light. We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and
our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will prosper. To your great love and
protection, we commit each other and all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure
defender; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

L Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illumine this night with your celestial
brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy name; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
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LORD’S PRAYER

BE SEATED
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ANTHEM

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Traditional (music and additional words by Andrew Peterson)
© New Spring Publishing, Inc. (a division of Brentwood Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) / ASCAP All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Covered under CCLI License # 3081415

While shepherds watched their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around
“Fear not!” said he; for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled minds
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind
To you in David’s town this day
Is born of David’s line
The Savior who is Christ the Lord
And this shall be the sign:
The heavenly babe you there shall find
To human view displayed
All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands
And in a manger laid”
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Halelujah, Christ is born
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Christ is born
“All glory be to God on high
And to the earth be peace
Good will henceforth from God to man
Begin and never cease”
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Christ is born
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Hallelujah, Begin and never cease.”
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PLEASE STAND

GOSPEL CANTICLE

THE SONG OF SIMEON
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BLESSING
L The almighty and merciful God,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless us and keep us.
G Amen. (spoken)

BE SEATED
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702 – Prepare the Royal Highway

CLOSING HYMN
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2018
“O Come, Let Us Adore Him!”

December 19

Midweek Advent

7:00 p.m.

December 21

Children’s Christmas
Service

7:00 p.m.

December 22,23

Advent 4

Regular weekend schedule

December 24

Christmas Eve
Lessons and Carols

7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Compline

11:00 p.m.

December 25

Christmas Day Festival
with the Lord’s Supper

9:30 a.m.

December 29,30

1st Sunday after Christmas

Regular weekend schedule

December 31

New Year’s Eve
with the Lord’s Supper

7:00 p.m.

Unless otherwise noted, words and music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955
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