The Jesse Tree

THE JESSE TREE

ROOTED IN PROMISE

Advent worship
at Calvary

December 3, 2025

11:15 am. and 7:00 p.m.
Welcome to this special Advent series, "The Jesse Tree: Rooted in Promise.” Over the next
few weeks, we will be journeying through the rich promises of God made to Adam,
Abraham, and David. These promises, recorded in Scripture, lead us directly to the
fulfillment of God’s salvation plan in Jesus Christ, our Savior. In many ways, this Advent
series echoes the themes of the Jesse Tree—a powerful tradition that traces the story of
God's promises through key figures in the Bible, from Adam and Eve to the birth of
Christ.



The Jesse Tree tradition itself has been a cherished part of the Christian
faith, especially during the Advent season. It is a way of connecting the
promises of God throughout the Old and New Testaments to the coming
of the Savior. The tree's name is derived from [saiah 11:1, where the
prophet speaks of a "shoot" coming from the "stump of Jesse"—the
father of King David—and pointing forward to the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.

In this series, we are diving deep into the very roots of the Jesse Tree, starting with the
foundational promise to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:15, followed by the promise to
Abraham and the promise to David, each a stepping stone leading to the fulfillment of
God's salvation in Christ.

While we will explore these key biblical promises in this series, we also invite you to
connect further with the Jesse Tree tradition through our children's Christmas service. In
this service, we will be reflecting on the same biblical promises through the eyes of our
children, featuring beautiful symbols and readings that bring to life the story of God's
faithful love.

We encourage you to attend this special service, where the children will recite Scripture
and songs that highlight the story of God's promises—culminating in the glory of Christ’s
birth. In addition, we have prepared materials to enhance your journey with the Jesse
Tree throughout Advent, including a devotion booklet and a coloring book. These
resources offer a wonderful way to help your family engage with the promises of God as
you prepare for the coming of Christ. These materials are available for you today, so take
one home with you and join in the Advent celebration as we look forward to Christ’s
birth. Feel free to ask for additional copies of the devotional booklet and coloring book to
share with your friends, family, or neighbors as you invite them to join in the season of
Advent.

Let’s walk together through this season of Advent, allowing the promises of God, woven
through the lineage of the Jesse Tree, to deepen our faith and fill our hearts with joy as
we wait for the coming of our Savior.

The Promise to Adam and Eve

Genesis 3:15
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Opening Hymn 327 - 0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Invocation

In the name of the Father, and of the -~ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father, we gather in Your presence today, remembering the first promise of
salvation You made in the Garden of Eden. You promised that the seed of the woman
would crush the serpent’s head, and in this promise, You have given us hope. As we
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reflect on the Fall and the brokenness it brought, remind us of Your grace and mercy.
Help us to see the fulfillment of that promise in Jesus Christ, the Savior who came to
redeem us. Fill our hearts with gratitude and anticipation as we await the coming of
Christ, our Savior and King. In His name, we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading Genesis 3:6-15

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7“Then the eyes of both of them were
opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths.

8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the
garden.

9But the Lord God called to the man, "Where are you?"

10He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because | was naked; so |
hid."

1And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that
[ commanded you not to eat from?"

12The man said, "The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the
tree, and [ ate it."

13Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."

14So the Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this,

"Cursed are you above all livestock

and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust all the days of your life.
15And [ will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
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Hymn (evening service only) 672 - Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Catechetical Reading First Article of the Apostle’s Creed with Explanation

The First Article of the Apostle's Creed is an appropriate reading for this service because it
affirms the foundational truth that God, as Creator, made all things good, and that despite
the fall into sin, He remains faithful to His creation. Just as Genesis 3:15 reveals God's
immediate promise of a Savior, the First Article reminds us that God's ongoing work of

redemption through Christ is rooted in His original act of creation and His unchanging
faithfulness.
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and
soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. And I believe
that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food
and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all
I need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by defending me against all
danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil. All this God does only because he
is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or
deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him. This is
most certainly true.

Hymn 321 - God’s Own Son Most Holy
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Sermon

Crushed to Bring Hope!

Song (evening service only)

Genesis 3:15

783 (v. 1,3,5) - Abide with Me
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Prayer of the Church

Let us pray to the Lord, who in His mercy has promised us a Savior, the fulfillment of the
first promise made in the Garden of Eden.

Heavenly Father, we come before You in humble gratitude, remembering the first
promise of salvation You made to Adam and Eve in the Garden. In the midst of their sin,
You declared the victory of Your Son, who in the fullness of time came into our world,
bore our sin on the cross, crushed the serpent’s head by His death, and rose again to give
us life. As we await His return in glory, keep us firmly anchored in this finished work, so
that our hope rests not in what we must do, but in what Christ has already done for us.

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We thank You for the gift of repentance, that through the seed of the woman—]Jesus
Christ—our sins are fully paid for, our guilt removed, and our lives made new. By His
blood we stand righteous in Your sight. Move us daily to turn from sin and cling to the
grace already won for us at the cross. Guide us in this Advent season as we prepare our
hearts and minds for His coming.

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for the church, that it may boldly proclaim Christ crucified and risen—the One
who has already restored our standing before You and will one day restore all creation.
May our pastors, teachers, and all who share Your Word speak with confidence that the
serpent’s defeat is accomplished and salvation is certain in Jesus. Strengthen our pastors,
teachers, and all who share Your Word, that they may bring comfort to all who are weary
and burdened. May we be faithful witnesses of the promise of salvation in Christ.

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and communities, that we may reflect the hope of Advent in our
lives. Help us to be beacons of Your light, especially those who have not yet received the
good news of His salvation, sharing not only the promise of Christ’s return but also the
sure news that salvation is finished, sin is forgiven, and death is conquered through His
cross and empty tomb.

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.
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We pray for all those in need—those who are sick, suffering, or grieving. Bring Your
healing touch to them and fill them with the peace that comes from knowing that Jesus
has carried their sins, suffered in their place, and secured for them a place in the
resurrection to life everlasting. We ask especially for comfort and strength for [name
specific prayer requests].

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for our nation and all the nations of the world, that they may experience the
peace of Christ's coming and that His reign of justice, mercy, and grace may be known
among all people. Guide the leaders of the world to seek Your will and work for the good
of all people.

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We give You thanks that in Christ the resurrection and the life to come are already
guaranteed. Because He lives, we too shall live. As we wait in this Advent season, help us
to look forward with joy to the day when the Savior who once came in humility—and has
already won our salvation—will come again in glory to bring the final restoration of all
things.

Lord, in Your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We now offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to
pray:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Benediction:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord turn His face toward you and -~ give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn 322 - Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 2025
‘““Come Home for Christmas”

\ December 6,7 Advent 2 Regular schedule
December 10 Midweek Advent 11:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
December 13,14 Advent 3 Regular schedule
December 14 GROW Pre-school & K 3:00 p.m.

Children’s Service
December 17 Midweek Advent 11:15 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
December 19 Calvary School (Gr. 1-8) 6:30 p.m.

Children’s Service
December 20,21 Advent 4 Regular schedule
December 24 Christmas Eve 3:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve 11:00 p.m.
Candlelight Compline
December 25 Christmas Day Festival 9:30 a.m.
w/Lord’s Supper
December 27,28 Christmas 1 Regular schedule
= December 31 New Year’s Eve 3:30 p.m.

w/Lord’s Supper
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