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THE FIFTH EVANGELIST:  
Ten Gospel Windows in Isaiah 

 

“Isaiah… foretold so many things about Christ and the Church that one would think he was composing a 
history of what had already happened rather than predicting events to come.” — Augustine 

 

Isaiah is unlike any other Old Testament prophet. He preaches judgment with fearless clarity, yet in almost 
the same breath unveils Gospel promises so vivid that the early Church called him “The Fifth Evangelist.” 
Long before Matthew or Mark ever wrote their accounts of Christ, Isaiah was already painting Him before our 
eyes: the Child born of a virgin, the Light shining in deep darkness, the Branch rising from Jesse’s stump, the 
Servant who would suffer for sin, the Anointed One proclaiming good news, and the God who will create a 
new heavens and a new earth. 
 

The New Testament writers treat Isaiah not as background noise but as a central voice. They quote him at 
Jesus’ birth, ministry, passion, death, resurrection, and mission to the nations. In some ways, the Gospels 
feel like Isaiah in narrative form. When you study Isaiah, you are listening to the Gospel decades—
centuries—before Bethlehem. 
 

But Isaiah never proclaims the Gospel in a vacuum. Each of his Gospel promises emerges from the debris of 
judgment. First comes the mirror: God exposes false worship, pride, self-reliance, idolatry, and injustice. 
Only then comes the window: God’s astonishing grace, spoken into the very places where human efforts 
collapse. 
 

This class will honor that rhythm. Each week we will encounter: 
 

• The Mirror — the Law’s honest diagnosis 
• The Window — a Gospel gem, unique in its beauty 
• The Fulfillment — how Christ completes Isaiah’s vision 
• The Life — how this grace speaks into our world today 

 
We will explore ten major Gospel windows—ten “facets” of Isaiah’s proclamation of Christ. These ten 
themes form the backbone of our ten-week journey: 
 

1. Cleansing Grace — Isaiah 1 
2. Transforming Grace — Isaiah 6 
3. God-With-Us Grace — Isaiah 7 & 9 
4. Re-Creating Grace — Isaiah 11 
5. Victorious Grace — Isaiah 25 
6. Restorative Grace — Isaiah 35 
7. Tender Grace — Isaiah 40 
8. Missionary Grace — Isaiah 42 & 49 
9. Substitutionary Grace — Isaiah 52–53 
10. Transformational/New-Creation Grace — Isaiah 61 & 65 

 
The goal is not simply to understand Isaiah’s book. It is to let Isaiah preach to us—to see how each Gospel 
promise in Isaiah points us to Christ and strengthens our faith today. To learn the rhythm of Law and Gospel 
in prophetic literature. And to deepen our own devotional life through the ancient and beautiful practice of 
the Collect—a prayer form that gathers God’s promises into a single, structured petition. 
 
Welcome to The Fifth Evangelist. 
Let Isaiah show you Christ. 



[3] 

LESSON TEN — TRANSFORMATIONAL/NEW-
CREATION GRACE 

Isaiah 61 & 65 
“I will create new heavens and a new earth.”

 
1. THE LAW MIRROR 
 
Read Isaiah 65:1–7 
Isaiah describes a painful reality about God’s people. The Lord says, “All day long I have held out my hands 
to an obstinate people.” (65:2) The picture is striking. God is not distant or unwilling to receive sinners. He 
stands with open hands, calling them back to himself. Yet they continually walk “in ways not good,” 
following their own thoughts instead of the Word of the Lord. 
 
Isaiah also exposes a deeper problem: spiritual pride. Some claim, “Keep away; don’t come near me, for I 
am too sacred for you.” (65:5) Those who stand guilty before God imagine themselves morally superior to 
others. Sin not only produces rebellion against God but also self-righteousness toward fellow sinners. 
 
The prophet reminds us that the brokenness of the world is not merely the result of unfortunate 
circumstances. It flows from the corruption of the human heart and humanity’s rebellion against its 
Creator. The disorder we see in creation—and the sorrow we experience in life—flow from that rebellion. 
 
Left to ourselves, we cannot repair what sin has shattered. 
 
Small-Group Discussion 

1. What details in Isaiah 65:1–7 reveal the seriousness of human rebellion against God? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

2. Why is spiritual pride especially dangerous when it comes to recognizing our need for God’s grace? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

3. Which of the above do you see most prevalent in the context in which you live – people following 
their own thoughts or spiritual pride?  Give evidence for your conclusion. 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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2. THE GOSPEL GEM 
Read Isaiah 61:1–3 
Into this setting of rebellion and brokenness, Isaiah introduces the Servant of the Lord, anointed by the 
Spirit to proclaim good news. Christians recognize this passage immediately because Jesus read these 
words in the synagogue at Nazareth and said, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 
4:21). 
 
The Servant’s mission is described through a series of vivid promises: 

• good news for the poor 
• healing for the brokenhearted 
• freedom for captives 
• comfort for those who mourn 

 
Notice the repeated pattern of exchange and transformation in verse 3: 

• beauty instead of ashes 
• the oil of joy instead of mourning 
• a garment of praise instead of despair 

 
The Servant does not merely encourage the broken. He changes their condition. What sin has produced—
grief, captivity, despair—he replaces with restoration and joy. 
 
But Isaiah’s vision does not stop with the renewal of individual lives. The Servant’s work ultimately leads to 
the renewal of creation itself. 
 
Now read Isaiah 65:17–19 
God declares: “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.” The word “create” is the same Hebrew 
verb used in Genesis 1:1. Isaiah is not describing minor repairs to the present world. God promises a new 
act of creation itself.  The grace that begins with the Servant’s saving work will culminate in the complete 
renewal of creation.  
 
The prophet summarizes that future with a beautiful promise: “Never again will there be heard in it the 
sound of weeping and crying.” (65:19) The Savior who restores sinners today will one day restore the entire 
creation—a perfect dwelling for God’s people forever. This is the final facet of Isaiah’s Gospel diamond: 
grace that not only forgives and restores, but ultimately recreates. 
 
Small-Group Discussion 

1. In Isaiah 61, which promise about the Servant’s work most clearly addresses the brokenness 
people experience today? Why does that promise stand out to you? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

2. How does the promise of “new heavens and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:17) influence the way 
Christians endure suffering and sorrow in this present world? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  



[5] 

 
3. FINAL REFLECTION 
 
Isaiah’s Gospel Diamond 
Looking Back — Looking Forward 
 
Over the course of this study we have seen how the book of Isaiah reveals the Gospel of Christ through 
many different passages and images. Each lesson highlighted one facet of grace, like a different face of a 
diamond reflecting the same light. 
 
Isaiah confronts sinners with the Law mirror, exposing rebellion and spiritual pride. Yet again and again the 
prophet also opens a Gospel window, revealing the saving work of the coming Servant. 
 
Now that we have walked through these passages together, this final session invites us to reflect on what 
we have seen and heard. 
 

 
The Gospel Diamond in Isaiah 
Consider again the ten “Gospel gems” we studied 
 

1.  Cleansing Grace — Isaiah 1 
God promises complete forgiveness: though sins are scarlet, he makes them white as snow. 

 
2.  Transforming Grace — Isaiah 6 

God cleanses a sinner and calls him into service. 
 
3.  God-With-Us Grace — Isaiah 7 & 9 

The promised child, Immanuel, shows that God himself has come to save his people. 
 
4.  Re-Creating Grace — Isaiah 11 

The Branch from Jesse restores righteousness and brings peace to a broken world. 
 
5.  Victorious Grace — Isaiah 25 

God defeats death itself and prepares a feast of salvation for his people. 
 
6.  Restorative Grace — Isaiah 35 

When God comes to save, the desert blooms and the weak are strengthened. 
 
7. Tender Grace — Isaiah 40 

God comforts his people and gently carries his flock like a shepherd. 
 
8.  Missionary Grace — Isaiah 42 & 49 

God’s Servant brings salvation not only to Israel but to the ends of the earth. 
 
9.  Substitutionary Grace — Isaiah 52–53 

The Servant suffers and dies in the place of sinners, bearing their guilt. 
 
10. Transformational / New-Creation Grace — Isaiah 61 & 65 

God renews his people and promises a new heavens and a new earth. 
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Reflection and Discussion 
 

1.  Personal Resonance 
 Which of Isaiah’s Gospel passages or promises stood out most strongly to you during this study? 

Why did that particular passage remain with you? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

2.  Isaiah in Real Life 
 Imagine speaking with someone who is struggling with guilt, suffering, or discouragement.  Pick one 

of those circumstances… which promise from Isaiah would you share first?  Why that one? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
  
3.  Law and Gospel Together 
 In Isaiah, promises of salvation are often set against a strong background of judgment and rebuke. 
 Why is it important that the Gospel appears alongside the Law mirror?  What would be lost if Isaiah 

only proclaimed comfort without first exposing sin? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
4.  Seeing Christ in Isaiah 
 Which prophecy from Isaiah helped you see Christ most clearly? 
 How did that passage strengthen your confidence that the Old Testament points to Christ? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
5.  The Diamond of Grace 
 Isaiah presents many facets of God’s grace: cleansing, transformation, incarnation, restoration, 

victory, comfort, mission, substitution, and new creation.  Which facet of grace do you think the 
church most needs to hear today?  Why? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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6.  Explaining Isaiah’s Message 
 If someone asked you, “What is the main message of the book of Isaiah?”, how would you answer in 

one or two sentences?  Try to include both the Law and the Gospel. 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
7. The “Fifth Evangelist” 
 Isaiah is sometimes called “the Fifth Evangelist.”  After studying the book, do you think that title is 

fitting?  Which passages convinced you most strongly? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
8. Remembering the Images 
 Isaiah often teaches through powerful images: 

• scarlet becoming snow 
• the burning coal on Isaiah’s lips 
• the Branch from Jesse 
• the feast on God’s mountain 
• the desert blooming 
• the Suffering Servant 

 Which image from Isaiah’s poetry will probably stay with you the longest?  Why do you think it is so 
memorable? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
Closing Reflection 
Complete this sentence in one line: 
“Because of what we learned in Isaiah, I will remember that God…” 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 
Let’s read together: 
“Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the LORD, we trusted in him; 
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” — Isaiah 25:9 

 
 
 
 



[8] 

Final Exercise 
The Isaiah Verse We Carry With Us 
 

Choose one verse from Isaiah that you would want to remember in the coming year. 
Examples might include: 
 

• Isaiah 1:18 (NIV) “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” 

• Isaiah 6:8 (NIV) Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 
us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

• Isaiah 9:6 (NIV) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 

• Isaiah 25:8 (NIV) He will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from 
all faces; he will remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. 

• Isaiah 40:1 (NIV) Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
• Isaiah 53:5 (NIV) But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
• Isaiah 61:1 (NIV) The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners. 

 
Be prepared to share:  Which verse did you choose, and why? 

 
Concluding Reflection 
The message of Isaiah moves from sin to salvation to restoration. The prophet first holds up the Law 
mirror so that we see the depth of our problem. In Isaiah 1, God confronts his people with a sobering truth: 
their sins are scarlet. The stain of sin is deep and beyond human power to remove. No effort, reform, or 
religious devotion can cleanse what rebellion against God has corrupted. 
 
Yet as Isaiah unfolds his message, God does not reveal the Gospel all at once. Instead, he allows different 
facets of his saving grace to shine through the prophet’s words. Along the way we see the Lord cleansing 
sinners, calling servants, promising the child who is God with us, raising up the righteous Branch, 
defeating death, restoring what sin has ruined, comforting his people, sending salvation to the nations, and 
revealing the Servant who suffers in the place of sinners. Each passage shows another aspect of the same 
saving work of God, filling out the full span of his Gospel goodness. 
 
At the center of that message stands Isaiah 53, where the prophet reveals the heart of God’s saving plan. 
The Servant of the Lord comes to stand in the place of sinners. He bears our griefs, carries our sorrows, and 
is pierced for our transgressions. The guilt that belongs to us is laid upon him so that forgiveness can be 
given freely to those who trust in God’s promise. 
 
But Isaiah’s vision extends even further. In Isaiah 65, God reveals the final outcome of the Servant’s saving 
work. The grace that forgives sinners will one day renew the entire creation. The Lord promises new 
heavens and a new earth, a world where sorrow, suffering, and death will be gone forever and where God’s 
people will live in joy and peace before him. 
 
What begins with the cleansing of sinners ends with the renewal of creation. The same grace that washes 
away sin today also guarantees the future God has prepared for his people. Isaiah’s message, from 
beginning to end, shows us the many facets of God’s saving grace and leads us to rest in the promises of 
the Servant who saves. 


