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THE FIFTH EVANGELIST:

Ten Gospel Windows in Isaiah

“Isaiah... foretold so many things about Christ and the Church that one would think he was composing a
history of what had already happened rather than predicting events to come.” — Augustine

Isaiah is unlike any other Old Testament prophet. He preaches judgment with fearless clarity, yet in almost
the same breath unveils Gospel promises so vivid that the early Church called him “The Fifth Evangelist.”
Long before Matthew or Mark ever wrote their accounts of Christ, Isaiah was already painting Him before our
eyes: the Child born of a virgin, the Light shining in deep darkness, the Branch rising from Jesse’s stump, the
Servant who would suffer for sin, the Anointed One proclaiming good news, and the God who will create a
new heavens and a new earth.

The New Testament writers treat Isaiah not as background noise but as a central voice. They quote him at
Jesus’ birth, ministry, passion, death, resurrection, and mission to the nations. In some ways, the Gospels
feel like Isaiah in narrative form. When you study Isaiah, you are listening to the Gospel decades—
centuries—before Bethlehem.

But Isaiah never proclaims the Gospel in a vacuum. Each of his Gospel promises emerges from the debris of
judgment. First comes the mirror: God exposes false worship, pride, self-reliance, idolatry, and injustice.
Only then comes the window: God’s astonishing grace, spoken into the very places where human efforts
collapse.

This class will honor that rhythm. Each week we will encounter:

The Mirror — the Law’s honest diagnhosis

The Window — a Gospel gem, unique in its beauty

The Fulfillment — how Christ completes Isaiah’s vision
The Life — how this grace speaks into our world today

We will explore ten major Gospel windows—ten “facets” of Isaiah’s proclamation of Christ. These ten
themes form the backbone of our ten-week journey:

1. Cleansing Grace — Isaiah 1

2. Transforming Grace — Isaiah 6

3. God-With-Us Grace — Isaiah 7 &9

4. Re-Creating Grace — Isaiah 11

5. Victorious Grace — Isaiah 25

6. Restorative Grace — Isaiah 35

7. Tender Grace — Isaiah 40

8. Missionary Grace — Isaiah 42 & 49

9. Substitutionary Grace — Isaiah 52-53

10. Transformational/New-Creation Grace — Isaiah 61 & 65

The goal is not simply to understand Isaiah’s book. It is to let Isaiah preach to us—to see how each Gospel
promise in Isaiah points us to Christ and strengthens our faith today. To learn the rhythm of Law and Gospel
in prophetic literature. And to deepen our own devotional life through the ancient and beautiful practice of
the Collect—a prayer form that gathers God’s promises into a single, structured petition.

Welcome to The Fifth Evangelist.
Let Isaiah show you Christ.
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LESSON SEVEN — TENDER GRACE
Isaiah 40

“Comfort, comfort, my people.”

1. OPENING DEVOTION & ORIENTATION

Isaiah 40 marks a decisive turning point in the book of Isaiah. Everything before it has pressed steadily
toward judgment, exposure, and the certainty of exile. Everything after it will unfold promises of
deliverance, restoration, and return. For this reason, Isaiah 40 has often been called the doorway into the
second half of Isaiah—or, as some describe it, the opening of Isaiah Il, the book of comfort.

But this comfort does not appear in a vacuum. It stands between two mirrors.

Behind Isaiah 40 stands the mirror of Isaiah 39, where King Hezekiah’s pride exposes the spiritual failure of
Judah’s leadership and the certainty of exile is announced. Ahead of Isaiah 40 stands another mirror, as the
Lord will repeatedly confront Israel’s stubbornness, fear, and misplaced trust even after words of comfort
are spoken. Isaiah 40 is not comfort because the people have improved; it is comfort because the Lord has
chosen to speak.

2. MIRROR — The Law Section
Isaiah 39 & Isaiah 41 — Pride and Idolatry Exposed on Either Side of Comfort

Isaiah 40 stands between two mirrors. Before the Lord speaks comfort, Isaiah exposes the pride that made
exile inevitable. After the Lord speaks comfort, Isaiah exposes the fears and false trusts that still cling to
God’s people. Together, these two mirrors show that comfort is needed not because the people are
innocent—but because they are helpless.

Isaiah 39 reveals the sin that leads into exile. Isaiah 41 reveals the spiritual condition that persists even
after comfort is spoken. One exposes confidence in human glory; the other exposes fear-driven idolatry.
Both strip away the illusion that God’s people are self-sustaining or self-securing.

Read these portions aloud:
e Isaiah 39:1-2 — Hezekiah displays his treasures; confidence shifts from the LORD to human wealth
and power
Isaiah 39:5-7 — Exile announced as the unavoidable consequence of misplaced trust
Isaiah 41:1-4 — The LORD summons the nations to court; human history is placed on trial
Isaiah 41:5-7 — Fear leads to frantic self-help; idols are crafted to stabilize trembling hearts
Isaiah 41:21-24 — False gods exposed as powerless; human saviors fail under examination

As you listen, notice the progression. Isaiah 39 exposes pride that no longer feels dangerous because it
appears successful. Isaiah 41 exposes fear that no longer feels sinful because it appears desperate. In both
cases, the problem is the same: trust has shifted away from the living God. This is not momentary
weakness or understandable anxiety. Isaiah presents pride and fear as spiritual blindness—different
expressions of the same unbelief. Before and after comfort is spoken, the human heart still reaches for
substitutes.

Group Prompt — “What Are We Trusting?”

After hearing Isaiah 39 and Isaiah 41, answer together: What do these chapters show God’s people trusting
instead of the LORD—Dbefore exile and after comfort is spoken? Write two or three short phrases (not
sentences).
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Observation:

Pride emerges when security feels established, and judgment follows with certainty. (/s 39)
o “He showed them all his treasure... there was nothing... [he] did not show them.” (39:2)
o “Allthatis in your house... shall be carried to Babylon... nothing shall be left.” (39:6)
> Pride, not in words, but in display—and God’s response is not warning but declaration.
Fear resurfaces even after comfort, spreading horizontally rather than upward. (/s 417)
o “The coastlands have seen and are afraid... the ends of the earth tremble.” (41:5)
o “Each one helps his neighbor.” (41:6)
- Anxiety multiplies through human reinforcement before it turns to the LORD.
Idolatry is revealed as fear-driven self-stabilization.
o “The craftsman strengthens the goldsmith.” (41:7)
o “He fastens it with nails so that it cannot move.” (41:7)
> False gods must be secured because fear expects collapse.
The LORD places all false trusts on trial—and renders His verdict.
o “Setforth your case, says the LORD... bring your proofs.” (41:21)
o “Behold, you are nothing... your work is less than nothing.” (41:24)
= The issue is not sincerity but competence: false gods cannot act, speak, or save.

Comprehension:

& Why does Isaiah present Hezekiah’s moment of stability as spiritually dangerous (Isaiah 39)?
What theological failure—not just behavior—is exposed?

& How does Isaiah 41 show fear spreading among people before turning to idols? Why is that
sequence revealing?

& How do pride (Isaiah 39) and fear (Isaiah 41) function as opposite responses to the same loss of
trust? What do both seek to control?

& Why does the LORD test false gods by their ability to speak and act (41:21-24)? What does this
reveal about faith and trust?

& Why does Isaiah place comfort (Isaiah 40) between these two mirrors? What misunderstanding
of grace does this correct?

Summary: Isaiah 39 and Isaiah 41 expose the human heart on either side of comfort. Before comfort is
spoken, pride quietly trusts in visible strength and success. After comfort is spoken, fear rushes toward
self-made security and false gods. In both cases, the problem is the same: trust has shifted away from the
living Lord. This is the mirror that frames Isaiah 40—revealing why comfort is needed not because
God'’s people are improving, but because they are helpless without Him.

(4]



3. WINDOW — The Gospel Section
Isaiah 40 — Tender Grace Spoken by the Coming Lord

Isaiah unfolds as one prophetic book with two great movements. Chapters 1-39 press relentlessly toward
judgment, exposing Judah’s sin, false trust, and pride until exile is no longer a threat but a certainty, sealed
in Isaiah 39 with the announcement of Babylonian captivity. Isaiah 40 marks a deliberate turning point: the
tone shifts from accusation to proclamation as the Lord addresses His people not with warning but with
comfort and pardon. From this point forward (Isaiah 40-66), the focus is no longer on why judgment must
come, but on what the faithful Lord will do after judgment has spoken its final word.

Isaiah 40 does not respond to repentance, reform, or return. It responds to helplessness. Between pride
that led to exile (Isaiah 39) and fear that persists after comfort (Isaiah 41), the LORD speaks a word His
people did not earn and could not demand. This chapter is not argument or explanation; it is proclamation.
Comfort comes because God chooses to speak. As you listen, notice who acts, who speaks, and who
carries. The comfort announced here rests entirely on the Lord’s initiative.

Read these portions aloud:
¢ |saiah 40:1-2 — Comfort commanded; guilt declared pardoned
Isaiah 40:3-5 — The LORD comes; obstacles are removed for His arrival
Isaiah 40:6-8 — Human strength fades; God’s Word endures
Isaiah 40:9-11 — The Mighty Lord comes as a Shepherd who gathers and carries
Isaiah 40:28-31 — Strength given to the weary; endurance replaces collapse

As you listen, notice the movement. Comfort is spoken before return. Forgiveness is declared before
rebuilding. Strength is given not to the capable, but to the exhausted. The same God who announces
pardon also comes near, carries His flock, and sustains those who can no longer stand.

Observation:
e Comfort originates in God’s command, not human readiness.
o “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.” (40:1)
o “Herguiltis pardoned.” (40:2)
> Comfort is declared, not negotiated.
e Salvationis described as the LORD’s arrival, not Israel’s progress
o “Prepare the way of the LORD.” (40:3)
o “The glory of the LORD shall be revealed.” (40:5)
> God comes to His people; they do not climb toward Him.
¢ Human strength is temporary; God’s Word is permanent.
o “Allfleshis grass.” (40:6)
o “The word of our God will stand forever.” (40:8)
> Comfort rests on what endures, not on what fades.
* The Lord’s power is exercised through gentleness and care.
o “Hewilltend his flock like a shepherd.” (40:11)
o “Hewill gatherthe lambs... and carry them.” (40:11)
> Divine strength expresses itself in mercy.
e Renewalis given to the weary, not demanded of them.
o “He gives power to the faint.” (40:29)
o “Those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength.” (40:31)
- Waiting receives what striving cannot produce.
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Comprehension:

& Comfort spoken before return or rebuilding. What does this reveal about God’s initiative?

& How does Isaiah contrast fading human strength with the enduring Word of God? Why is this
essential for true comfort?

& What does the Shepherd image (40:11) teach about how God exercises His power?

& Why is waiting—not effort—presented as the path to renewed strength (40:31)?

Summary:

Isaiah 40 proclaims comfort as a gift grounded entirely in God’s character and action. The LORD speaks
pardon, comes near, carries the weak, and sustains the weary by His enduring Word. Comfort does not rest
on Israel’s return, strength, or faithfulness, but on the Lord who chooses to forgive and to come. This is
Tender Grace: God’s mercy spoken into helplessness, strength given to the exhausted, and hope
anchored not in human ability but in the Lord who never grows weary.

MOMENTS WITH THE TEXT:

1.

Isaiah 40:1 — Comfort Is Created by Command. The opening “Comfort, comfort” is a doubled
imperative spoken to unnamed messengers rather than to the people themselves. Isaiah presents
comfort as something God brings into being through His spoken word. The repetition heightens
certainty and authority, marking comfort as divine decree.

Isaiah 40:2 — Forgiveness Is Declared as Completed Reality. The statements that Jerusalem’s
warfare has ended and her guilt is pardoned are framed as accomplished facts. Isaiah places
forgiveness at the beginning of restoration rather than at its conclusion. Exegetically, the syntax
treats pardon as settled and effective.

Isaiah 40:3-4 — Preparation for Salvation Is God’s Work. The verbs describing valleys lifted and
mountains made low are grammatically passive, and Israel is never named as the actor. The
imagery directs attention to God’s action in removing every obstacle to His coming. Stylistically, the
focus rests on divine initiative shaping the way forward.

Isaiah 40:6-7 — Human Frailty Clarifies the Ground of Comfort. The declaration “All flesh is
grass” interrupts the comfort section through stark repetition and parallelism. Isaiah places human
transience in full view so that consolation rests on something enduring. The poetry redirects hope
away from human strength toward God’s abiding word.

Isaiah 40:12-17 — Comfort Is Built Through Rhetorical Overload. Isaiah gathers a series of
rhetorical questions and measurement images—handfuls, spans, scales—to stretch the hearer’s
sense of God’s greatness. The accumulation is stylistic and intentional, expanding the horizon of
divine sovereignty. Comfort emerges as the result of seeing God rightly.

Isaiah 40:27-31 — Waiting Is Defined as Sustained Dependence. Israel’s complaint introduces a
shift that leads to a renewed understanding of strength. The verb “wait” describes steady reliance
on the Lord who does not grow weary. Renewal unfolds as God supplies endurance to those who
depend on Him.
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4. FULFILLMENT — Christ Connection

Jesus, the Lord Who Comes, Speaks Comfort, and Carries His People

Isaiah 40 announces comfort not as an idea, but as an event: the Lord Himself comes to His people,
speaks pardon, and carries the weak. This comfort rests entirely on God'’s initiative—His Word that stands
forever, His glory revealed, His strength given to the weary. The New Testament confesses that this
promised coming of the Lord takes place in Jesus Christ. In Him, God does not merely send comfort; He
arrives, speaks forgiveness, and bears His people through weakness and death into life.

Read NT passages:

Mark 1:1-3, 14-15 — John the Baptist prepares the way; God comes near in Christ

e John1:14,16-18 — The Word becomes flesh; the glory of the LORD is revealed
e Matthew 9:35-36; John 10:11 — Christ the Shepherd who gathers and carries
e Hebrews 1:1-3 — The enduring Word spoken fully in the Son
e Matthew 11:28-30 — Rest for the weary given by Christ Himself

Discussion:

& Isaiah 40 promises that the LORD will come to His people. How do the Gospels present Jesus
not merely as God’s messenger, but as the Lord Himself arriving?

& Isaiah announces forgiveness as already accomplished (“her guilt is pardoned”). How does
Jesus speak and deliver that same declarative forgiveness in His ministry (cf. Mark 2:5; John 20:22-
23)?

& Isaiah contrasts fading human strength with the enduring Word of God. How does Hebrews 1
help you understand Jesus as the final, lasting Word on which true comfort rests?

& Why is the Shepherd image (Isaiah 40:11) fulfilled not only in Jesus’ care, but also in His
willingness to lay down His life (John 10:11)?

¢ Isaiah 40 describes strength given to the weary rather than demanded from them. How does
Jesus’ invitation (“Come to me...”) reshape how Christians understand rest, obedience, and
discipleship?

¢ What would be lost if Isaiah 40 were read as general encouragement instead of God’s concrete
coming in Christ?
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e} Sacramental Fulfillment... Isaiah’s comfort is proclaimed before return, before rebuilding, and
before strength appears. In Christ, that same comfort is delivered now through concrete means.
The Lord who comes, speaks, and carries does so personally and presently... How?

Word (Romans 10:17):

Baptism (Isaiah 40:3; Romans 6:3-4):

Absolution (John 20:22-23):

AN NI NN

Supper (Matthew 11:28; 1 Corinthians 10:16):

Confessional Anchors:

*

“The Word of God is the greatest, most necessary, and most important thing in Christendom.”
— Large Catechism, Preface (Isaiah 40:6-8 — the Word that stands forever)

“Faith is nothing else than trust in the divine promise.”

— Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article IV (Justification) (Isaiah 40:31 — waiting as
dependence)

“God does not wish to deal with us otherwise than through the spoken Word and the
Sacraments.”

— Smalcald Articles, Part lll, Article VIIl (Isaiah 40:1 — comfort created by speech)

“The Holy Spirit works faith when and where it pleases God in those who hear the Gospel.”

— Augsburg Confession, Article V (Isaiah 40 as proclamation, not argument)

“Through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy Spirit is given.”

— Augsburg Confession, Article V (Isaiah 40:1-2 — forgiveness and comfort delivered through
God'’s speaking)

“Therefore we must constantly maintain this point, that God does not wish to deal with us
otherwise than through His external Word and Sacrament.”

— Large Catechism, Holy Baptism (Isaiah 40:1, 9— the Lord comes and saves through outward
proclamation)

5. APPLICATION & PRAYER — Life & Devotion
Practicing Faith After Comfort Is Spoken

When God Speaks, What Changes? (Isaiah 40:1-2)
Read the text aloud: Isaiah 40:1-2

Scenario

A church leader is speaking privately with a member who has caused visible harm through poor decisions.

The situation is stabilizing, but consequences remain and trust has not yet been restored. After the
conversation, the leader says: “l know God forgives, but it feels premature to say that out loud. We should
wait until things improve a bit.”

Group Task: Using Isaiah 40:1-2 only, discuss the following:

e What does God command to be spoken in this passage?
e What does God declare to be already true before circumstances change?
¢  Why might speaking comfort at this point feel risky or uncomfortable?
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Text-Anchored Response: Still using Isaiah 40:1-2:
¢ What would it mean to speak comfort here without denying consequences?
e What danger arises if comfort is postponed until improvement is visible?
¢ How does this passage redirect the order between forgiveness and restoration?

Key Insight (Write one sentence together)
Isaiah 40 teaches that must be spoken before becomes visible.

Waiting Without Withdrawing (Isaiah 40:27-31)
Read the text aloud: Isaiah 40:27-31

Scenario
A Christian friend says: “I’ve prayed and waited for a long time, and nothing has changed. I’m not angry
anymore—I just don’t expect much. I’ll keep going, but I’ve stopped hoping.”

Group Task: Using Isaiah 40:27-31 only, discuss the following:
¢ What complaint does Isaiah place on the lips of God’s people?
e How does the Lord respond to that complaint?
¢ What does God promise—and what does He not promise?

Text-Anchored Response: Still using Isaiah 40:27-31:
e How does Isaiah redefine waiting in this passage?
* |nwhat ways does this statement drift toward quiet resignation rather than faithful waiting?
¢  What would it sound like to speak God’s promise here without demanding a quick outcome?

Key Insight (Write one sentence together)
According to Isaiah 40, waiting means rather than

Shepherding Like the Lord (Isaiah 40:10-11)
Read the text aloud: Isaiah 40:10-11

Scenario

A parent, teacher, or church leader is caring for someone who is fragile but drifting. Two concerns keep
colliding: “If | push too hard, I’'ll crush them.” “If | don’t speak firmly, I’'m failing them.” The leader feels
caught between compassion and responsibility.

Group Task: Using Isaiah 40:10-11 only, discuss the following:
e What words in this passage emphasize strength and authority?
e What words emphasize gentleness and care?
e How does Isaiah hold both together without tension or apology?

Text-Anchored Response: Still using Isaiah 40:10-11:
* How does this passage challenge the idea that leadership must choose between firmness and
compassion?
e What does it mean, practically, to carry rather than drive or abandon?
¢  Which part of the Shepherd image most directly corrects the fears named in the scenario?

Key Insight (Write one sentence together)
Isaiah 40 teaches that God’s strength is shown not by but by
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6. MUSIC THAT ECHOES ISAIAH’S VISION
“Comfort, comfort my people... He will tend His flock like a shepherd.” — Isaiah 40:1, 11

Isaiah 40 does not begin with celebration or resolution. It begins with a voice that speaks comfort to the
weary, declares forgiveness before restoration, and gives strength to those who wait. These musical
selections echo that movement: comfort spoken » weakness acknowledged > waiting sustained >
strength renewed.

2 Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ — Johann Sebastian Bach (BWV 639)
Comfort spoken into need.
This chorale prelude gives musical shape to Isaiah 40’s opening command: comfort is spoken
before anything changes. Bach’s restrained, steady line does not rush toward resolution; it rests in
trust. The melody sounds like prayer formed by promise rather than emotion.

“I call to You, Lord Jesus Christ;

| pray, give ear to my pleading.”
Listen for: how simplicity and clarity carry assurance without urgency or force.

? All Flesh Is Grass — from Ein deutsches Requiem, Johannes Brahms
Human frailty acknowledged without despair.
Isaiah 40 insists that comfort must pass through realism: “All flesh is grass.” Brahms sets these
words without panic or drama, allowing human transience to be named honestly while anchoring
hope in God’s enduring Word.

“All flesh is as grass...

but the word of the Lord endureth forever.”
Listen for: how calm restraint prevents fragility from turning into fear.

J Wait for the Lord — Jacques Berthier (Taizé)
Waiting practiced, not explained.
Isaiah 40:31 redefines waiting as sustained dependence. This short, repetitive chant refuses
momentum and resists resolution. It teaches waiting by making the listener wait.
I “Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.”
Listen for: how repetition becomes endurance rather than stagnation.

J The Lord Is My Shepherd — Psalm 23 (traditional or choral setting)
Strength expressed as care.
Isaiah 40:10-11 presents the Lord as mighty ruler and gentle shepherd. Psalm 23 echoes that same
paradox: authority expressed through guidance, provision, and presence.
I “He restores my soul.”
Listen for: how strength is communicated not through power, but through nearness and care.

Reflection Prompt
As you listen, notice how comfort is spoken before strength appears and how waiting becomes its own
form of trust. Complete this sentence in one or two lines:

“This music helped me hear Isaiah 40 as
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CLOSING PRAYER (Collect Style)

We’ve been learning the structure of a traditional collect:
1. Address —to whom we pray
2. Basis/ Relative Clause — who God is or what He has promised
3. Petition —what we ask
4. Purpose/ Result — why we askiit
5. Conclusion — through Christ our Lord, etc.

Below are examples from the previous lessons. At the end, craft your own based on the Isaiah 40 Lesson —
Tender Grace.

Collect for Cleansing Grace — Isaiah 1

Merciful Father, who call Your people to repentance and promise cleansing beyond what our works can
achieve, wash us from our sin and turn our hearts back to You, so that, forgiven by Your grace, we may learn
to do good and seek justice in Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Transforming Grace — Isaiah 6

Holy Father, Lord of hosts, who reveal Your glory and remove guilt by atoning mercy, purify our hearts and
lips by Your gracious Word, so that cleansed sinners may serve You in faithful obedience; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for God-With-Us Grace — Isaiah 7 & 9

Lord Jesus Christ, Immanuel, who were given as the promised Child and come to dwell with Your people,
strengthen our faith when fear tempts us to trust what we can see, so that we may live in hope, knowing
that You are present to save; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Collect for Re-Creating Grace — Isaiah 11

Righteous Father, who raised up the Branch from Jesse to restore what sin has broken, renew our hearts by
Your Spirit and form us under Christ’s gracious rule, so that Your peace and justice may take root in our
lives and witness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Victorious Grace — Isaiah 25

Lord Jesus Christ, Victor over death, who have destroyed death and opened the way to everlasting joy, grant
us confidence in Your triumph when sorrow and loss surround us, so that we may grieve without despair
and live in the hope You have secured; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Restorative Grace — Isaiah 35

Saving Father, who come to strengthen the weak, steady the fearful, and lead Your people home, renew our
courage as we walk the way You have prepared, so that we may persevere with joy until restoration is
complete; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Tender Grace
(with the Address, Basis / Relative Clause, Petition and Purpose/Result left for you tofill in)
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WORK AT HOME
Preparing for Week 7: The Servant Who Brings Light and Restores

Reading:
Read Isaiah 42 and Isaiah 49 in one sitting if possible.
Then return more slowly to these key sections:
¢ |saiah 42:1-4 — The Servant introduced: gentle, faithful, unwavering
Isaiah 42:6-7 — The Servant’s calling: light, covenant, release
Isaiah 49:1-6 — The Servant speaks: hidden work, expanded mission
Isaiah 49:8-10 — The Servant as God’s answer in a time of favor
Isaiah 49:13-16 — God’s unbreakable compassion and memory
As you read, notice how the Servant is described before His work is explained, and how restoration now
comes through a person, not only through promise.

Guided Observation (Do before answering questions)
As you read Isaiah 42 & 49, jot down brief notes (words or short phrases):
e How the Servant acts
e What the Servantis sent to do
® \Who benefits from the Servant’s work
e How God speaks about the Servant and to the Servant
Do not try to resolve who the Servant is yet. Simply observe what the text says.

Reflection Questions (Choose one or two to ponder prayerfully):
1. Isaiah 42 describes a Servant who does not cry out or crush bruised reeds. What does this tell
you about how God chooses to bring justice and restoration? How does this differ from how power
is usually exercised?

2. Inlsaiah 49, the Servant speaks of laboring “in vain,” yet entrusting the outcome to the LORD.
Where do you recognize this tension—faithful effort with little visible result—in your own life? What
does this passage teach about faithfulness when results are hidden?

3. God says, “l have engraved you on the palms of my hands” (Isaiah 49:16). How does this image
address fears of being forgotten, overlooked, or abandoned? Why is this promise placed in a
chapter about the Servant’s difficult mission?
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