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THE FIFTH EVANGELIST:  
Ten Gospel Windows in Isaiah 

 

“Isaiah… foretold so many things about Christ and the Church that one would think he was composing a 
history of what had already happened rather than predicting events to come.” — Augustine 

 

Isaiah is unlike any other Old Testament prophet. He preaches judgment with fearless clarity, yet in almost 
the same breath unveils Gospel promises so vivid that the early Church called him “The Fifth Evangelist.” 
Long before Matthew or Mark ever wrote their accounts of Christ, Isaiah was already painting Him before our 
eyes: the Child born of a virgin, the Light shining in deep darkness, the Branch rising from Jesse’s stump, the 
Servant who would suffer for sin, the Anointed One proclaiming good news, and the God who will create a 
new heavens and a new earth. 
 

The New Testament writers treat Isaiah not as background noise but as a central voice. They quote him at 
Jesus’ birth, ministry, passion, death, resurrection, and mission to the nations. In some ways, the Gospels 
feel like Isaiah in narrative form. When you study Isaiah, you are listening to the Gospel decades—
centuries—before Bethlehem. 
 

But Isaiah never proclaims the Gospel in a vacuum. Each of his Gospel promises emerges from the debris of 
judgment. First comes the mirror: God exposes false worship, pride, self-reliance, idolatry, and injustice. 
Only then comes the window: God’s astonishing grace, spoken into the very places where human efforts 
collapse. 
 

This class will honor that rhythm. Each week we will encounter: 
 

• The Mirror — the Law’s honest diagnosis 
• The Window — a Gospel gem, unique in its beauty 
• The Fulfillment — how Christ completes Isaiah’s vision 
• The Life — how this grace speaks into our world today 

 
We will explore ten major Gospel windows—ten “facets” of Isaiah’s proclamation of Christ. These ten 
themes form the backbone of our ten-week journey: 
 

1. Cleansing Grace — Isaiah 1 
2. Transforming Grace — Isaiah 6 
3. God-With-Us Grace — Isaiah 7 & 9 
4. Re-Creating Grace — Isaiah 11 
5. Victorious Grace — Isaiah 25 
6. Restorative Grace — Isaiah 35 
7. Tender Grace — Isaiah 40 
8. Missionary Grace — Isaiah 42 & 49 
9. Substitutionary Grace — Isaiah 52–53 
10. Transformational/New-Creation Grace — Isaiah 61 & 65 

 
The goal is not simply to understand Isaiah’s book. It is to let Isaiah preach to us—to see how each Gospel 
promise in Isaiah points us to Christ and strengthens our faith today. To learn the rhythm of Law and Gospel 
in prophetic literature. And to deepen our own devotional life through the ancient and beautiful practice of 
the Collect—a prayer form that gathers God’s promises into a single, structured petition. 
 
Welcome to The Fifth Evangelist. 
Let Isaiah show you Christ. 
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LESSON FIVE — VICTORIOUS GRACE 
Isaiah 24-25 

“He will swallow up death forever.” 
 

OPENING DEVOTION & ORIENTATION 
 

2. MIRROR — The Law Section 
Isaiah 24 → 25:1–5 — A World Laid Waste by Judgment, Pride, and Death 
 
Read the passage aloud (selected portions). 
Because Isaiah 25 is a song that rises out of judgment, we need to hear the devastation that comes first. 
Isaiah 24 describes the undoing of the world before the victory is sung.  Below are representative segments: 

• 24:1–6 — The earth emptied, polluted by guilt 
• 24:7–13 — Joy silenced, celebration ended 
• 24:17–20 — Fear, pit, and snare; the world staggering 
• 24:21–23 — The Lord punishes proud powers; false glory fades 
• 25:1–5 — A song of praise after the storm 

 
As we read, listen for the repeated sense of collapse and exposure.  Do you hear how Isaiah strips the world 
of every false refuge—until only the Lord remains? 
 
Group Prompt — “What’s Left Standing?” 
After hearing Isaiah 24 and 25:1–5, answer this together:  What human securities or sources of confidence 
does Isaiah show being taken away—one by one—until only the Lord remains?  Write two or three short 
phrases (not sentences). 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Observation: 

• ⚓What picture of the world lies behind the song of praise in Isaiah 25?  (What kind of world needs 
refuge, shelter, and shade?) 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Which groups does Isaiah explicitly name as vulnerable or threatened in these verses? 
(List them directly from the text.) 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓What images does Isaiah use to describe danger or distress? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓ What words or phrases show how exposed and defenseless the vulnerable are in this world?  
(Look especially at Isaiah 25:4–5.) 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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• 🌿What contrasts do you notice between human “cities” and the Lord as a refuge? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 What details in these verses suggest that human power structures have failed? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
Comprehension: 

• ⚓Why does Isaiah sing praise after judgment instead of before it?  What does that teach us about 
how biblical hope works? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
• ⚓How does Isaiah’s description of God as refuge challenge the idea that progress or stability will 

save the world? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Why is it important that Isaiah highlights the poor, needy, and oppressed before announcing the 
feast in verse 6? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 What kinds of “storms” does Isaiah seem to be describing—political, physical, spiritual, or all 
three? Why? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 Where do people today instinctively look for refuge when the world feels unstable—and why are 
those refuges fragile? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 How does this passage quietly prepare us to hear about death being defeated in the verses that 
follow? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Summary: 
Before Isaiah ever speaks of victory, he is honest about the battlefield. The world he sees is not improving—
it is collapsing. Human cities fail. Joy evaporates. The vulnerable are exposed. Storms rage with no shelter 
in sight. In this world, the poor, the needy, and the oppressed have no defense against human power or 
divine judgment. This is the mirror: apart from the Lord, there is no refuge that lasts—no shelter from 
death itself. 
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3. WINDOW — The Gospel Section 
Isaiah 25:6-9 — The Feast That Follows the Silence 
 
Listen to Isaiah 25:6-9 aloud. 
Now listen to it a second time, only a bit slower.  As you listen, notice how the tone changes.  This is not 
explanation—it’s proclamation. 
 
Group Exercise: “From Mourning to Music” 
Working in pairs:  Identify one movement Isaiah describes—something that is taken away and something 
God gives in its place. (Be brief. One phrase each.)  Write it as a simple contrast: 

• From: ______________________________________________________________________________________  
• To: _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Observation: 

• ⚓Who is the main actor in these verses?  (List the things that person does.) 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓What images does Isaiah use to describe God’s action?  (List them directly from the text.) 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Who benefits from what God does here?  (Be as broad as the text is.) 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓What repeated words or phrases emphasize finality or completeness? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 What details in this feast imagery suggest abundance rather than scarcity? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 What surprises you most about the scope of God’s action in these verses? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension: 
• ⚓Why does Isaiah describe salvation as a feast rather than a verdict or a rescue mission? 

What does that teach us about God’s heart? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Isaiah says God will “swallow up death forever.”  Why is that stronger than saying death is 
forgiven, managed, or delayed? 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________  
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• ⚓How does verse 9 show faith responding after God acts, not before?  What does that say about 
the nature of saving faith? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 Why is it important that God removes both death and disgrace?  What kinds of shame does 
death leave behind? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 How does this passage expand our understanding of salvation beyond the individual believer? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 Why must this victory be God’s work alone, not a shared human–divine effort? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Summary: 
Isaiah does not picture salvation as survival, escape, or improvement. He pictures a feast prepared by God 
Himself after the world’s mourning has run its course. Death—the great devourer—is itself devoured. Tears 
are not explained; they are wiped away. Disgrace is not reframed; it is removed. This is Gospel, not because 
it tells us what to do, but because it announces what God has done and will complete. This is Victorious 
Grace—not the denial of death, but its defeat. 

MOMENTS WITH THE TEXT: 
1. Isaiah 24 uses Israel’s language to describe the end of the world ________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
2. Isaiah 24:2—judgment levels every social distinction ___________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
3. The “everlasting covenant” (24:5) and human accountability ____________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
4. From the silence of the party to the song of the godly ___________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
5. No escape from judgment—but judgment is not the last word ___________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
6. Isaiah 25:8—death is defeated, tears explained, shame removed ________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

4. FULFILLMENT — Christ Connection 
Jesus, the Victor Who Swallows Death and Hosts the Feast 
Isaiah 25 promises more than comfort—it promises conquest.  The Lord Himself defeats death, removes 
disgrace, and invites His people to rejoice in a victory they did not achieve, but is given to them as a gift. 
 
Read NT passages: 

• John 11:25–26 — Jesus claims authority over death before Lazarus’ tomb. 
• Luke 24:36–43 — The risen Jesus eats with His disciples: victory embodied. 
• 1 Corinthians 15:20–26, 54–57 — Paul explicitly preaches Isaiah 25 through Christ’s resurrection. 
• Revelation 19:6–9 — The marriage supper of the Lamb fulfills Isaiah’s feast. 
• Revelation 21:1–4 — Tears wiped away; death no more. 
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Discussion: 
• ⚓In John 11, Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  How does this claim go beyond 

comfort at a funeral and assert authority over death itself? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Why is it significant that the risen Jesus eats with His disciples in Luke 24?  How does this scene 
echo Isaiah’s promise of a feast after victory? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Paul directly quotes Isaiah 25 in 1 Corinthians 15.  According to Paul, when does Isaiah’s 
promise begin to be fulfilled—and when will it be completed? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Isaiah says death is “swallowed up forever.”  How does Christ’s resurrection change death from 
a devourer into something defeated and temporary? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Revelation describes the end of history as a feast, not an escape.  How does the marriage 
supper of the Lamb complete Isaiah’s vision of joy, honor, and restored community? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 Why must resurrection—not merely forgiveness—stand at the center of Christian hope? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 What would be lost if Isaiah 25’s imagery were treated as merely symbolic rather than as 
symbolic language pointing to a real, bodily, historical resurrection? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• 🌿 Why does Scripture end with a table instead of a throne room or courtroom? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

• ⚓Sacramental Fulfillment…  Isaiah’s victory is future—but it is not distant.  Christ gives His victory 
to His people already.  How does Christ’s victory over death come to us now? 
 

✓ Baptism: ____________________________________________________________________________  
✓ Absolution: _________________________________________________________________________  
✓ Supper: _____________________________________________________________________________  

 
Confessional Anchors: 
 *  “By His death He has destroyed death, and by His resurrection He has restored life.” — LC (2nd Art)  
 *  “On the last day Christ will raise up all the dead and will give eternal life to believers.” — AC XVII  
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5. APPLICATION & PRAYER — Life & Devotion 
Practicing Hope After the World Falls Silent 
 
PERSONAL REFLECTION:  
Learning to Name What Has Lost Its Power 
 
Complete this sentence privately: 
“Because Christ has swallowed up death, I no longer have to be ruled by ______________________________.” 
(Be honest. One word or phrase is enough.) 

Examples might include: 
• fear of decline 
• fear of being forgotten 
• fear that nothing really lasts 

 
SMALL GROUP EXERCISE: 
Learning to Speak Differently in the Face of Loss 
In groups of 3–4, choose one scenario: 
 

Scenario A — At a Funeral or Hospice Bed 
Someone says: “At least they’re no longer suffering.” 
How does Isaiah 25 help you speak more boldly, without being cruel or sentimental? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Scenario B — In Ongoing Suffering 
A Christian says: “I know God is in control… but I’m tired of waiting.” 
How does Victorious Grace respond without minimizing pain? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Scenario C — In Cultural Anxiety 
A friend says: “It feels like everything is falling apart. I’m not sure what’s left.” 
How does Isaiah 24–25 reframe what really remains? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

WHOLE CLASS PROMPT: 
Practicing the Posture of the Feast 
 
What changes when you live this week as someone who knows the feast is coming?  Short answers: 

• how you grieve 
• how you work 
• how you forgive 
• how you wait 
• how you speak about death 

No discussion—just naming. 
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6. MUSIC THAT ECHOES ISAIAH’S VISION 
“He will swallow up death forever.  The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces.” — Is. 25:8 
 
Isaiah 24 leaves the world quiet—joy stilled, songs silenced, the earth laid bare. 
Isaiah 25 is what comes after that silence: not explanation, but praise. 
These musical selections trace that same arc: collapse → victory → celebration. 
 
♪ George Frideric Handel — “The Trumpet Shall Sound” (Messiah) 
Resurrection announced, not argued 
Handel gives Isaiah 25 its New Testament voice. This is not gentle comfort; it is proclamation. 

“The trumpet shall sound,  
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible.” 

The trumpet does what Isaiah promises: it interrupts death.  This is music that does not ask how—only that 
Christ has won.  Listen for: the confidence. Death is not whispered about here; it is confronted. 

 
♪ Johann Sebastian Bach — “Christ lag in Todesbanden” (BWV 4) 
Death swallowed from the inside 
Bach’s Easter chorale is Isaiah 25 in sound. Christ enters death, binds it, and breaks it open.  

“It was a strange and dreadful war 
when life and death contended.” 

The music itself struggles—and then resolves.  This is victory that comes through judgment, not around it.  
Listen for: how the darkness gives way without being erased. 

 
♪ African American Spiritual — “My Lord, What a Morning” 
The feast on the far side of grief 
This spiritual stands with Isaiah 25’s promise to wipe away tears.  

“My Lord, what a morning, 
when the stars begin to fall.” 

It does not deny suffering; it waits beyond it.  This is music born among people who knew loss—but trusted 
the last word.  Listen for: how hope is sung without hurry.  

 
♪ Modern Hymn — “In Christ Alone” (Getty / Townend) 
Isaiah 25 in congregational voice.  

“There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain. 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave He rose again!” 

This hymn gives Isaiah 25 words the whole church can sing.  Death is named. Death is defeated. Life 
stands.  Listen for: how certainty replaces fear, not sentimentality. 

 
Reflection Prompt 
As you listen this week, don’t analyze the music: 
Let it do what Isaiah 25 does. 
 
Quietly consider: 

• Which piece most clearly announced victory to you? 
• Where do you still expect silence, when God promises song? 
• How does knowing the feast is coming change how you wait? 

Write one sentence to finish this line:  “Because the Lord has done this, I can…” 
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CLOSING PRAYER (Collect Style) 
We’ve been learning the structure of a traditional collect: 

1. Address — to whom we pray 
2. Basis / Relative Clause — who God is or what He has promised 
3. Petition — what we ask 
4. Purpose / Result — why we ask it 
5. Conclusion — through Christ our Lord, etc. 

 
This week, you will, in part, craft your own collect shaped by Isaiah’s vision of judgment overcome, death 
defeated, and the feast prepared by God Himself. 
 

Write Your Own “Address” to God (Choose a title or description that fits Isaiah 24–25.) 
(Examples that match Isaiah 25: “Lord of Hosts,” “Victor over Death,” “God of Our Salvation,” etc.) 
Address:  ______________________________________________________  

 
Write Your Own Basis / Relative Clause (Name what God has done or promised in Isaiah 24–25.) 
(Examples: “who have swallowed up death forever,” “who prepare a feast for all peoples,” “who 
wipe away tears from every face,” etc.) 
Basis / Relative Clause:  ________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
Write Your Own Petition (Ask for something that flows naturally from God’s victory.) 
(Examples: “grant us faith to trust Your victory when the world feels unstable,” “teach us to wait in 
hope rather than fear,” “free us from the terror of death and loss,” “strengthen us to live as people 
invited to Your feast,” “give us courage to confess Your triumph in a fearful world,”etc.) 
Basis / Relative Clause:  ________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________  
 
Write Your Own Purpose/Result (Complete the prayer by naming what this petition will lead to.) 
(Examples: “so that we may grieve without despair,” “so that we may live with confidence in Your 
promises,” “so that we may speak hope where others see only silence,” “so that we may walk 
faithfully while we wait for the feast to come”, etc.) 
Purpose/Result:  _______________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________  
 ________________________________________________________________  

 
Collect for Victorious Grace 
(with the Address, Basis / Relative Clause, Petition and Purpose/Result left for you to fill in) 
 ___________________________ , 
 ______________________________________________________________________  
 _____________________________________________________________________ , 
 ______________________________________________________________________  
 _____________________________________________________________________ , 
 ______________________________________________________________________  
 _____________________________________________________________________ , 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Which part of the collect was easiest for you to write—Address, Basis, Petition, or Purpose? Why? Which 
phrase best captures Isaiah’s message of Victorious Grace? Why?: _____________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
WRAP-UP 
Key Points: 

• The world’s song falls silent: Isaiah 24 strips the earth of its confidence and joy. Celebrations end, 
cities collapse, and human power proves unable to withstand judgment. When sin runs its course, 
there is no refuge left within creation itself. The silence is not accidental—it exposes how fragile 
every false hope truly is. 

• Judgment clears the stage for salvation: Isaiah 24 is not the final word, but it must be heard 
before Isaiah 25 can be sung. God’s judgment does not exist to amuse or terrorize, but to remove 
illusions. Only when the world’s false securities are gone can God’s true victory be seen clearly. 

• God Himself hosts the victory: Isaiah 25 does not describe human recovery or gradual 
improvement. It announces divine action. The Lord prepares the feast, removes the shroud, 
swallows death, and wipes away tears. Salvation is not humanity climbing upward; it is God coming 
down in triumph. 

• Death is not explained—death is defeated: Isaiah’s promise is not that death becomes 
meaningful or manageable, but that it ends. “He will swallow up death forever.” This is not metaphor 
or comfort language. It is victory language. The enemy that devours all people is itself destroyed by 
the Lord. 

• Faith responds with confession, not anxiety: Isaiah 25:9 places a simple song on the lips of God’s 
people: “Surely this is our God; we trusted in Him.” Faith does not deny loss or suffering; it 
confesses that God’s saving work stands firm even when the world collapses. 

• The feast influences how we live now: Knowing the end of the story changes how Christians wait. 
We grieve, but not as those without hope. We work, forgive, and endure without panic. Victorious 
Grace trains us to live as people who know the silence won’t last—the feast is already prepared. 
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WORK AT HOME 
Preparing for Week 6: Restorative Grace 
 
Reading: 
Read Isaiah 34–35 in one sitting if possible.  Then return to these key sections more slowly: 

• Isaiah 34:1–4 — The Lord’s universal summons to judgment 
• Isaiah 34:8–10 — The “day of vengeance” and lasting desolation 
• Isaiah 35:3–4 — Strength for weak hands and fearful hearts 
• Isaiah 35:5–6 — Blind eyes opened, lame made whole, joy breaking forth 
• Isaiah 35:8–10 — The Highway of Holiness and the song of the redeemed 

As you read, notice how Isaiah does not soften judgment in chapter 34—and does not dilute joy in chapter 
35. 
 
Reflection Questions (Choose one or two to ponder prayerfully): 

1. Isaiah 34 confronts us with God’s judgment on a broken world.  What reactions does this 
chapter stir in you—discomfort, relief, awe, or longing for justice? Why? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

2. Isaiah 35 opens with a call to courage: “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come” (35:4). Where 
do you most need to hear that word this week? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

3. The healing signs in Isaiah 35 (blind see, deaf hear, lame leap) are later taken up by Jesus as 
evidence of His ministry (cf. Matthew 11).  Which promise of restoration resonates most clearly to 
your own need right now? ____________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

4. Isaiah 35 describes a “Highway of Holiness” for the redeemed.  How does this image comfort 
you as someone who walks not by perfection, but by grace given and sustained by God? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

5. The redeemed return with singing, joy crowns their heads, and sorrow flees (35:10).  How does 
this promise influence the way you think about endurance in the present? 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  


