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THE FIFTH EVANGELIST:

Ten Gospel Windows in Isaiah

“Isaiah... foretold so many things about Christ and the Church that one would think he was composing a
history of what had already happened rather than predicting events to come.” — Augustine

Isaiah is unlike any other Old Testament prophet. He preaches judgment with fearless clarity, yet in almost
the same breath unveils Gospel promises so vivid that the early Church called him “The Fifth Evangelist.”
Long before Matthew or Mark ever wrote their accounts of Christ, Isaiah was already painting Him before our
eyes: the Child born of a virgin, the Light shining in deep darkness, the Branch rising from Jesse’s stump, the
Servant who would suffer for sin, the Anointed One proclaiming good news, and the God who will create a
new heavens and a new earth.

The New Testament writers treat Isaiah not as background noise but as a central voice. They quote him at
Jesus’ birth, ministry, passion, death, resurrection, and mission to the nations. In some ways, the Gospels
feel like Isaiah in narrative form. When you study Isaiah, you are listening to the Gospel decades—
centuries—before Bethlehem.

But Isaiah never proclaims the Gospel in a vacuum. Each of his Gospel promises emerges from the debris of
judgment. First comes the mirror: God exposes false worship, pride, self-reliance, idolatry, and injustice.
Only then comes the window: God’s astonishing grace, spoken into the very places where human efforts
collapse.

This class will honor that rhythm. Each week we will encounter:

The Mirror — the Law’s honest diagnhosis

The Window — a Gospel gem, unique in its beauty

The Fulfillment — how Christ completes Isaiah’s vision
The Life — how this grace speaks into our world today

We will explore ten major Gospel windows—ten “facets” of Isaiah’s proclamation of Christ. These ten
themes form the backbone of our ten-week journey:

1. Cleansing Grace — Isaiah 1

2. Transforming Grace — Isaiah 6

3. God-With-Us Grace — Isaiah 7 &9

4. Re-Creating Grace — Isaiah 11

5. Victorious Grace — Isaiah 25

6. Restorative Grace — Isaiah 35

7. Tender Grace — Isaiah 40

8. Missionary Grace — Isaiah 42 & 49

9. Substitutionary Grace — Isaiah 52-53

10. Transformational/New-Creation Grace — Isaiah 61 & 65

The goal is not simply to understand Isaiah’s book. It is to let Isaiah preach to us—to see how each Gospel
promise in Isaiah points us to Christ and strengthens our faith today. To learn the rhythm of Law and Gospel
in prophetic literature. And to deepen our own devotional life through the ancient and beautiful practice of
the Collect—a prayer form that gathers God’s promises into a single, structured petition.

Welcome to The Fifth Evangelist.
Let Isaiah show you Christ.
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LESSON FOUR — RE-CREATING GRACE
Isaiah 9-11

“The virgin will conceive... the people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”

OPENING DEVOTION & ORIENTATION

2. MIRROR — The Law Section
Isaiah 9:8-10:34 — A Forest Felled by Pride, Fear, and Arrogance

Read the passage aloud (selected portions).
Because this is a long unit, let’s read representative segments:
® 9:8-12 —Israel’s pride + refrain #1
9:18-21 — Israel’s wickedness + refrain #3
10:12-15 — Assyria’s arrogance
10:24-27 — Judah’s fear, unbelief, and the Lord’s warning/promise
10:28-32 — Assyria approaching Jerusalem (Judah trembling)
10:33-34 — The crescendo: the Lord fells the forest
As we read, listen to how, in a literary way, Isaiah is chopping down a forest... do you get that rhythmic and
sonic sense?

Group Prompt:
Write one word that describes each kingdom’s spiritual condition:

e |srael:
e Judah:
e Assyria:

Observation:
¢ What message does God send to Israel? (9:8-12) What is Israel’s emotional or spiritual posture?
How does the refrain in v. 12 help your understanding of what’s going on?

e What sinful patterns drive deeper in Israel? (9:13-21) What moral rot has set in? Why does the
refrain appear againinvv. 17 & 21?

e Whatis God revealing about Assyria? (10:5-15) List the phrases that show Assyria’s arrogance. Why
is Assyria also part of the “forest” that must fall?

e Whattone fills 10:28-32 as Assyria nears Jerusalem? How does Judah’s fear reveal the deeper
unbelief at work in their hearts?
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¢ Whatdoes God doin 10:33-34? How do these verses serve as the climax of the whole section?
What remains after the Lord finishes? Why is that significant?

Comprehension:
A. Israel’s Besetting Sin
e How do the repeated refrains (9:12, 17, 21; 10:4) reveal Israel’s deeper spiritual condition beneath
the surface behaviors?

B. Judah’s Besetting Sin
e Whydoes Judah’s sin take the form of fearful self-reliance rather than outright arrogance? What
does this reveal about the nature of unbelief?

C. Assyria’s Besetting Sin
e How does Assyria’s self-exaltation mirror the spiritual disease found in Israel and Judah, even
though it takes a different outward form? Which of these three ‘besetting sins’ are reflected in our
life as a nation, in the life of the church, and/or in our own individual hearts?

D. The Whole Forest
e Checkthe box that best captures the theme of this unit (you may check more than one):
O All nations—God’s people and Gentiles alike—share the same spiritual disease: pride
and unbelief.
O The refrain teaches that God’s judgment intensifies when people refuse repentance.
O Every human kingdom eventually becomes a stump; none can save itself.

Write one sentence about which truth strikes you most:

E. The Crescendo Moment
e Whyis 10:33-34 the theologically necessary climax to this entire section? How does this moment

prepare for the Gospelin 11:1?

Summary:

Isaiah 9:8-10:34 shows a forest collapsing—Israel’s pride, Judah’s fearful self-reliance, and Assyria’s
boasting. Four times the refrain falls like an axe: “Yet for all this, His anger is not turned away.” At last the
Lord Himself fells every arrogant tree (10:33-34). Only stumps remain. This is the mirror: no nation, no
church, no heart stands tall when pride or fear replaces trust in God. Before grace is appreciated, the
forest must fall.
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3. WINDOW — The Gospel Section
Isaiah 11:1-16 — The Branch Who Rises from Ruin and Gathers the World

Concentrate first on Isaiah 11:1-10...
Then listen to vs. 11-16 as a second movement—a widening circle of hope.

Group Exercise: “Hearing Hope Rising”
In pairs, while listening to Isaiah 11:1-10:

o Pick one word or phrase that feels like fresh life after judgment—something hopeful, gentle,
surprising, or new:

e Share with the whole class: Which word rose up like a green shoot for you? Why?

Observation:
e Listthe various images that you see in verse 1? What tone do these images carry?

o Name some (or all) of the qualities or gifts listed in vs. 2, 3a. Do any of these stand out to you for
any reason?

¢ List everything the Messiah does in these verses and everything He does not do:

e Listthe pairs orimages that especially strike you in verses 6-9. What general feeling do these
images give?

e What two groups of people are mentioned in verse 10? What verbs describe their movement?

¢ Inthe Second Movement of nations (vv. 11-16), what does God do, and from which places or
directions does He gather His people?

Comprehension:
A. The Shoot and the Stump — God’s Method of Salvation
e Whydoes God choose a shoot from a stump instead of a mighty tree? What is Isaiah teaching
about how God saves? How does Jesus fit the description (think of more than one way!)?
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B. The Spirit-Anointed King (Isaiah 11:2)

Match each Gift of the Spirit with the NT passage that demonstrates Jesus fulfilling it:

Gift Passage
Spirit of the LORD A. Matthew 11:28-30
Wisdom B. Luke 4:17-21
Understanding C. John4:16-19
Counsel D. Mark4:39
Might E. Luke 2:46-47
Knowledge F. Luke 24:45
Fear of the LORD G. Matthew 26:39

C. The King Who Sees Truly — Law and Gospel

Why is it both terrifying and comforting that Messiah doesn’t judge by the outward, but inward?

D. The Peace He Brings — Reversing the Fall

Mini-Project: Isaiah’s Peace in Three Pictures (Isaiah 11:6-9)
Isaiah paints peace with images rather than definitions. These pictures are not predictions of
animal behavior; they portray the spiritual peace Christ establishes between God and His
people—peace grounded in forgiveness, righteousness, and reconciliation.
Choose one group of images:

e Group 1: Wolf + Lamb / Leopard + Goat / Lion + Calf

e Group 2: A child leading the animals

e Group 3: An infant or toddler near the serpent’s nest

For Your Group (Answer Both Questions):
1. Identify the movement pictured.
Which shift below best describes what danger is being removed or reversed in your image?

] Danger > Safety U Enmity > Harmony
I Predator > Protector ] Curse > Restoration
[ Fear » Trust (Choose the one that fits your picture best.)

2. In one clear sentence, explain what kind of peace Christ brings through His righteous reign—
how this image reflects forgiveness granted, hostility removed, and sinners restored to
peace with God. Write one sentence:

E. The Banner for the Nations — Gospel for the World

How do vv. 10-16 widen the circle of salvation? What is surprising—maybe even shocking—about
these promises for Gentiles?.

Summary:

Israel’s forest is reduced to stumps, yet God is not finished. From what seemed dead, He brings forth a
shoot—His own chosen King, filled with the Spirit and ruling with perfect righteousness. Under His reign,
the wounds of the Fall begin to heal and peace grows where fear once lived. And this grace reaches farther
than Judah; the nations themselves are drawn to Him. Isaiah shows us a God who does more than repair
what is broken—He brings new life out of ruin. This is Re-Creating Grace: the Branch who makes all
things new.
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MOMENTS WITH THE TEXT:

“Aword against Jacob” (isa 9:8) means the word acts

Assyria’s boasts are a satire of human pride (Isa 10:8-11)

The axe that boasts against the woodsman (Isa 10:15)

Isaiah 10:28-32 is a real military map

Shear-Jashub (Isa 10:21) connects back to Isaiah’s son (Isa 7:3)

“Highway” imagery (Isa 11:16) means unhindered access to God

4. FULFILLMENT — Christ Connection

Jesus, the Spirit-Anointed Branch, Recreates What Pride Destroyed

Read NT passages:

Luke 3:21-22 — The Spirit descends on Jesus, fulfilling Isaiah 11:2.

® Luke 4:16-21 — Jesus declares Himself the Spirit-anointed Redeemer.

e Matthew 12:17-21 — Matthew identifies Jesus as Isaiah’s gentle, justice-bringing Servant.

e Acts 13:34-39 — The risen Christ gives the promised “holy blessings of David.”

e Ephesians 2:11-22 — Christ becomes peace for Jew and Gentile, fulfilling Isaiah 11:10.

¢ Revelation 22:1-5 — Creation restored under the Lamb echoes Isaiah 11:6-9.
Discussion:

How does Jesus’ baptism in Luke 3 fulfill the promise of Isaiah 11:2? What does it mean that the
Spirit rests on Him, not merely visits Him?

In Luke 4, Jesus announces the arrival of God’s favor and freedom. How does this mission undo the
spiritual damage described in Isaiah 9-10? Where do you see Him bringing repentance to the proud,
courage to the fearful, and humility to the arrogant?

How do Isaiah’s pictures (11:6-9) portray the spiritual peace Christ brings—peace through
forgiveness, righteousness, and reconciliation? Name one moment in the Gospels when Jesus
restored peace where fear once lived.

Isaiah 11:10 calls the Root of Jesse a “banner for the nations.” How do the apostles understand this
in Acts 13 and Ephesians 2? What is shocking or beautiful about Gentiles being drawn to Israel’s
Messiah?
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The New Creation (Revelation 22). How does the Bible’s story end where Isaiah 11 ultimately
points—sin removed, peace with God perfected, and the curse finally gone forever?

Sacramental Fulfillment... How do Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper embody Christ’s re-
creating work in us?
v' Baptism:
v" Absolution:
v' Supper:

Write one sentence on how one sacrament has brought Christ’s re-creating peace into your own
life:

Confessional Anchors:

*

*

*

*

*

“He has taken upon Himself the nature of man... that He might be our Redeemer.” — AC Il
“The two natures are so united that there is one Christ and one person.”— FC Ep VIII

“The Gospel offers eternal righteousness, life, and peace.”— AC V

“Being justified by faith, we have peace with God.” — AP IV

“He was made man, in order that He might be the Mediator, to reconcile the Father to us, and
be a sacrifice not only for original guilt but also for all actual sins of men.” — AC Il

5. APPLICATION & PRAYER — Life & Devotion

Trusting the Branch in a World of Stumps

Personal Reflection: “Where Do | See Stumps?” (Keep these notes private unless you choose to share.)

Take one quiet minute and write short responses to the following prompts:

1.

2.

3.

Name one place in your life that feels like a felled forest—
a place of disappointment, exhaustion, guilt, or stagnation.
(Write a word or phrase: )

What ‘besetting sin’ do you see most clearly in that place—

pride, fearful self-reliance, or self-exaltation?
(Again, just a word or phrase: )

Where do you long for God to bring a shoot—

a small beginning of new life, courage, hope, forgiveness, or clarity through the Gospel?
(One last word or phrase: )

Small Group Exercise:

“From Stump to Shoot” — Bringing Isaiah 11 Into Real Life
Isaiah 11 teaches us that God does some of His deepest work in stump places—places where strength
has failed, options are gone, and hope has thinned. Into those places, Christ the Branch brings His gifts:

wisdom that sees truly, * righteousness that covers sin,
justice that restores, e protection for the vulnerable,
peace that calms fear, * new creation where ruin once stood.

With that in mind, your group will look at a few real-life “stump” situations and name the gift Christ brings to

them.
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Scenario A— A Relationship That Has Cooled or Fractured

You’ve tried to repair things with a sibling, spouse, or grown child.

Conversations stay polite but distant, and you quietly fear the relationship will never feel whole
again.

Scenario B— A Vocation That Feels Draining or Fruitless
You go to work faithfully, but joy has thinned.
Your efforts seem unnoticed, and you wonder whether anything you do still matters.

Scenario C — A Church Worry (Local or Broader)

Attendance has dipped, volunteers are fewer, morale feels low.

Or you’re discouraged by national trends and wonder whether the church’s voice still carries hope
in a noisy world.

Scenario D — A Personal Weakness That Rises Again and Again

You’ve confessed it, fought it, and made progress...

but the same habit, anger, fear, or temptation resurfaces and leaves you feeling more like a stump
than a tree.

Scenario E— A Cultural Anxiety About the Future
You look at the world your children or grandchildren will inherit—the pace of change, moral
confusion, hostility to truth—and you feel a knot of worry tighten inside.

Your Group’s Question:

According to Isaiah 11, which of Christ’s gifts applies to this stump-place—justice, wisdom, peace,
protection, guidance, or new creation? How does that promise change the way you walk into this week?
(Keep it brief—one or two sentences.)

A few groups share aloud.
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6. MUSIC THAT ECHOES ISAIAH’S VISION

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse...”— Isaiah 11:1

These selections echo Isaiah’s movement from collapse to re-creation—from a forest felled to a Branch
rising, from terror to peace, from a single promised Son to the nations drawn into His light. Let them
accompany your meditation this week: music for stumps, and music for shoots.

& Mendelssohn: “He Watching Over Israel” (Elijah)
The Branch who rules with wisdom and tender care
Mendelssohn captures the calm assurance of Isaiah 11:3-4— a King who sees truly and judges rightly.
“He watching over Israel
slumbers not, nor sleeps.”
This is the tone of the Spirit-anointed Branch: not frantic, not fearful, but wise, steady, and attentively
present.

J African American Spiritual: “There Is a Balm in Gilead”

Healing where the forest has fallen

This spiritual echoes Isaiah 11:6-9’s promise of restored peace and broken curses.
“There is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul...”

It sings the tenderness of the Branch who brings comfort to a devastated landscape.

2 Hildegard of Bingen: “O Viridissima Virga” (“O Greenest Branch”)
A 12th-century meditation on Christ as the life-giving Branch
Hildegard sings imagery astonishingly close to Isaiah 11—a green shoot bursting with divine vitality.
| “O greenest branch, hail;
you blossomed with a flowering shoot.” e
It is a medieval pairing of Isaiah’s stump and shoot with Christ’s Incarnation.

& Keith & Kristyn Getty / Stuart Townend: “My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness”

The righteous King whose reign brings peace

A modern hymn that reflects the character of the Messiah in Isaiah 11: wisdom, righteousness,

gentle strength, and transforming peace. :
“Who crushed my curse of sinfulness e
and clothed me in His light...”

It captures Christ’s restorative rule—justice without cruelty, mercy without weakness.

Reflection Prompt
As you listen or reflect this week, consider:
Where do | see only a stump... and where is Christ beginning to grow a shoot?
Write down:
¢ One stump-place in your life (something fallen, disappointing, or wearying)
e One promise from Isaiah 11 that gives hope
e One quality of the Branch (wisdom, might, justice, peace) you especially need
e One way the presence of Immanuel (last lesson!) steadies you for the coming week
Let these varied musical voices accompany you as you ponder the God who brings new life out of ruin.
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CLOSING PRAYER (Collect Style)

Collect for Re-Creating Grace:

We’ve been learning the structure of a traditional collect:
1. Address —to whom we pray
2. Basis/ Relative Clause — who God is or what He has promised
3. Petition —what we ask
4. Purpose / Result — why we askiit
5. Conclusion — through Christ our Lord, etc.

This week you will complete a collect based on Isaiah 11.

Write Your Own “Address” to God

(Examples that match Isaiah 11: “Spirit-Anointed King,” “Root of Jesse,” “Branch of Peace,” “Lord of
Righteousness,” etc.)

Address:

Write Your Own Basis / Relative Clause

(Examples: “who brings life out of what seems dead,” “who judges with righteousness and restores
with gentleness,” “who gathers Your people from every land,” etc.)

Basis / Relative Clause:

Write Your Own Petition

(Examples: “renew our weary hearts by Your Spirit,” “grow Your peace where fear has taken root,”
“restore what has been broken by sin,” “lead us in the wisdom of Your righteous King,” “gather us
under the banner of Your grace,” etc.)

Basis / Relative Clause:

Collect for God-With-Us Grace
(with the Address, Basis / Relative Clause, and Petition left for you to fill in)

’

so that we may walk in the wisdom and hope of Your restoring reign,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Which of the choices from the “examples” above fit Isaiah 11 best and why:
Why:
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WRAP-UP

Key Points:

e The forest must fall: Isaiah 10 ends with pride, fear, and arrogance cut down. Human kingdoms—
Israel, Judah, Assyria—cannot stand when they trust themselves. Before grace is seen as an
undeserved gift, the forest of pride, self-reliance, and rebellion become stumps.

¢ God’s salvation grows where strength fails: Isaiah 11 begins not with a cedar but with a shoot
from a stump. God works renewal not through what is tall or impressive, but through what appears
small, unlikely, and humble. Jesus rises exactly this way.

¢ The Spirit rests on the promised King: Isaiah describes a ruler unlike any other—wise, righteous,
gentle, truthful. His decisions are not swayed by appearance or power. His reign is rooted in the
Spirit’s gifts, not human strength.

e His rule brings peace that reverses the Fall: Isaiah’s pictures—wolf and lamb, child and
serpent—point to the reality accomplished by the Messiah. The peace Isaiah describes begins
here: sinners declared righteous (forgiven!) now stand at peace with God, fully restored through the
Branch who makes all things new.

¢ The nations come to His banner: The Root of Jesse stands not only for Israel, but for the world.
Isaiah envisions peoples from every land gathered to the Messiah. This widening circle of mercy
finds its fulfillment in Christ’s Great Commission and the growth of the Church.

¢ God still brings life out of stumps: Wherever pride collapses, fear exhausts, or sin leaves ruin,
Christ brings new life. The Branch comes to us in our weakness, restores what is broken, and leads
us with wisdom, righteousness, and peace.

WORK AT HOME

Preparing for Week 5: Victorious Grace (Isaiah 25)

Reading:
Read Isaiah 25 carefully this week, especially:
* |saiah 25:6-8 — the mountain feast, the shroud removed, death swallowed up
® |saiah 25:9 — the confession of faith: “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him”
e |saiah 25:1-5 — God’s surprising defense of the weak and His overthrow of ruthless nations

Reflection Questions (Choose one or two to ponder):
1. Isaiah describes a feast prepared by God Himself (25:6). Where in your life do you catch
glimpses of the joy, fellowship, or fullness this feast promises—and where do you long for more?

2. “He will swallow up death forever” (25:8). What part of God’s victory over death fills you most
with hope—comfort for the grieving, triumph for the Church, or promise of resurrection joy?

3. God will wipe away tears from all faces (25:8). If you imagine that moment, what do you picture—
relief, restoration, reunion, or simply the peace of being fully known and fully loved?

4. “Surely this is our God; we trusted in Him” (25:9). Where have you already seen God keep His
promises in ways that strengthen your confidence for what lies ahead?
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