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Purpose

To give the Holy Spirit of God the opportunity to teach us, and to apply to our own
hearts—from a study of God’s Holy Word—some basic truths about a Christian’s
stewardship of his treasures.

To encourage us to be more faithful, committed, joyful stewards of all that our God has
given to us.

Overview

* Session 1:  What is Christian Stewardship?

* Session 2: Stewardship Encouragement (2 Corinthians 8:1-15)
* Session 3: Stewardship Leadership (2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5)

* Session 4: Stewardship Blessings (2 Corinthians 9:6-15)
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Session 2: Stewardship Encouragement (2 Corinthians 8:1-15)
The Setting

1 Corinthians 16:1-4: TNow about the collection for God's people: Do what | told the
Galatian churches to do. °0On the first day of every week, each one of you should set
aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when | come no
collections will have to be made. 3Then, when | arrive, | will give letters of introduction to
the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. If it seems advisable
for me to go also, they will accompany me.

In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, Paul focuses on the need to complete the offering for the
needy saints in Jerusalem. The offering began about a year before but was “put on the
back burner,” evidently because of problems plaguing the congregation. As Paul
encourages the completion of this offering, he places before the Corinthians and us
some key principles of stewardship, principles that can guide individual Christians and
Christian congregations yet today.

Introduction

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-15, note the various ways by which Paul encourages the
Corinthians to exercise responsible Christian stewardship to help their fellow believers
in Jerusalem:

He appeals to the example of their brothers and sisters in Macedonia.
He reminds them of their own good beginning.

He points them to the grace of Christ.

He urges them: Finish the work.

8:1-5 The example of the churches in Macedonia

TAnd now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the
Macedonian churches. 2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For | testify that they gave as much as
they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, “they urgently
pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. >And they did not
do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping
with God's will.

8:1,2 “Macedonian churches” includes at least the congregations in Philippi,
Thessalonica, and Berea.
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8:3-5

What could have made giving very difficult for the Christians in
Macedonia?

Yet how is their giving described?

What made it possible for them to give like this?

In what three ways does Paul describe the remarkable nature of the giving
of the Macedonians?

V.3 -

8:6,7 The Corinthians begin the offering on their own

6So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to
completion this act of grace on your part. “But just as you excel in everything—in faith,
in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you
also excel in this grace of giving.

8:6

8:7

Titus “had earlier made a beginning.” See 1 Corinthians 16:1-4. Titus was
likely the one who had brought 1 Corinthians to Corinth on Paul’s behalf.

God's gift of grace to them led them to respond with an “act of grace” to
others.

Why is Paul quite certain that the Corinthians will now complete the
gathering of this offering?
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8:8,9 The grace of Jesus

8] am not commanding you, but | want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing
it with the earnestness of others. °For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty
might become rich.

8:8 Why does Paul say, “l am not commanding you”?

Why has Paul brought up the example of the Macedonian believers?

8:9 Paul uses the word grace five times in these few verses!

What does it mean that Jesus was rich?

How did Jesus become poor?

What are the riches we receive through his poverty?

8:10-15 An appeal to complete the offering

10And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were
the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. '"Now finish the work, so
that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according
to your means. 2For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what
one has, not according to what he does not have.

30ur desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that
there might be equality. #At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so
that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, '%as it is
written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did
not have too little.”

8:10 What two praiseworthy things does Paul mention about the Corinthians?

8:11,12 What key principles of giving do we find in these verses?
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8:13,14

8:15

“That there might be equality.” The “plenty” the gentile Christians were
supplying to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem was, of course, this
offering of money. What was the “plenty” the Jewish Christians in
Jerusalem were providing to the gentile Christians?

This quotation is from Exodus 16:18, which speaks of gathering manna in
the wilderness. Paul’s point is that God will provide. Rich and poor alike
can trust that God will take care of them. You won't give yourself into the
poorhouse!

For Reflection and Discussion

1. 8:1-5 What can we learn about giving from the example of the Macedonians?

2.8:7

3.8:8

4.8:9

5. 8:11

6. 8:12

Why is it most appropriate to speak of the “grace of giving”?

Where does all Christian giving begin?

Agree or disagree? It is proper to motivate giving by providing people with
an opportunity to see what others are giving.

What does the message of this verse have to do with our giving?

How can people be led to look upon giving as a blessing rather than a
burden?

“Finish the work.” Agree or disagree? It is proper for the church to
command giving.

“The gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what
he does not have.” What do these words say about small offerings? about
large offerings?
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Agree or disagree? The church should more actively pursue large gifts
than small gifts.

Agree or disagree? These verses encourage tithing.

Summary of 2 Corinthians 8:1-15

While encouraging the Corinthian church to finish gathering the offering for the believers
in Jerusalem, Paul sets before them the example of the Macedonian Christians. He also
appeals to the example that Jesus himself set. What Christ did, though, is more than an
example. It is the motivation for Christian giving and every other aspect of the
Christian’s life of sanctification.
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