THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS WORK
Lesson 1

The Holy Spirit and His Work
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Lesson 1
The Person of the Spirit

Who the Holy Spirit is—and why it matters

V

Lesson Goals

By the end of this lesson, participants will be able to:

Confess the Holy Spirit as a true person

Recognize the Holy Spirit as fully divine

Distinguish the Holy Spirit as a distinct person of the Trinity

Identify and respond to common misunderstandings about the Holy Spirit

Lesson 1 — The Person of the Spirit

Lesson 2 — His “strange” work of contrition

Lesson 3 — Conversion

Lesson 4 — Faith

Lesson 5 — Justification

Lesson 6 — A Holy Life

Lesson 7 — The “gifts” of the Spirit

Lesson 8 — Preservation
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Introduction

Name your favorite TV show!

Now tell me the name of one of the camera men...

The Holy Spirit has been called the “silent member of the Trinity”. This does not mean
that the Holy Spirit is inactive or absent in Scripture, but that he delights to direct
attention away from himself and toward Christ. When we think about it, this makes sense
because...

. ...the Holy Spirit occupies himself with moving people to look at, think about, and
believe in

Many Christian bodies would even accuse us of failing to focus on the Spirit and his work
as much or as often as we ought. (Teaser: Scripture teaches that the Holy Spirit normally
carries out his saving work through the Word of God and the Sacraments, where Christ
himself has promised to be present and active.)

This Bible Study will help us remember how the Spirit himself wishes us to honor him as
our God.
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The Holy Spirit Rorschach

The Biblical teaching concerning the Holy Spirit is being obscured and even destroyed by
many people in the visible church. These false doctrines fall into two categories:

1) attacks on the person of the Holy Spirit and
2) attacks on the work of the Holy Spirit.

FALSE TEACHINGS CONCERNING THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Personal vs. Impersonal

» The Holy Spirit is an impersonal force

» The Holy Spirit is the active force of the one true God (the Father)

» The Holy Spirit is the risen Christ active in the hearts of God’s people

» The Holy Spirit is a “lesser” being

FALSE TEACHINGS CONCERNING THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

» An overemphasis on the “gifts” of the Spirit

» An misunderstanding and elevation of the “Spirit baptism”
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The Holy Spirit Is a Person

A former translation problem... Romans 8:16 KJV — The Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of God.

». What false teaching might this passage seem to support?

Hebrews 9:14 — How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that
lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

». How does this passage establish that the Spirit cannot be “an attitude in the hearts

of men”?

1 Corinthians 2:11b — In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God.

Romans 8:27 — And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.

John 14:26 — But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

. As a person, the Holy Spirit possesses
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1 Corinthians 12:11 — All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he
distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

. As a person, the Holy Spirit possesses a

Romans 15:30 — I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the
love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.

Isaiah 63:10 — Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and became
their enemy and he himself fought against them.

Genesis 6:3 — Then the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for
they are corrupt; their days will be a hundred and twenty years.”

. As a person, the Holy Spirit possesses

» Can you think of any other actions the Spirit performs that imply personality?

» Why does it matter for your prayer life and daily faith that the Holy Spirit is not
an impersonal force, but a living person who knows, wills, loves, and intercedes?

[5]
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The Holy Spirit Is a Divine Person

Matthew 28:19 — Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Acts 5:3-4 — 3Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that
you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you
received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold,
wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have
not lied just to human beings but to God.”

. How do these passages establish the divinity of the Spirit?

In the Nicene Creed, we confess, “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.”
These words were written specifically to combat the heresy that the Spirit was less than
divine, equal with the Father and the Son.

\. How do these words accomplish their purpose?

The Holy Spirit Is a Distinct Person

Those who would deny the distinct personality of the Spirit (various forms of “liberal”
Christianity) would say that the Holy Spirit is the risen Christ at work.

John 14:16 — And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you
and be with you forever—
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John 16:7 — But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

». How do these passages combat the false teaching denying the distinct personality of
the Spirit?

». Why do you think we’ve switched to calling the 3rd person of the Trinity the Holy
Spirit instead of the Holy Ghost? Can you think of any advantage to “ghost” as
opposed to “spirit”?

The Names of the Holy Spirit

THE BREATH OF GOD’S MOUTH

The words of spirit in both Hebrew and Greek also mean “wind” or “breath”.

. Can you think of biblical examples where the activity of the Spirit is tied to wind or
breath?

THE COMFORTER/ADVOCATE

This is a unique name used by Jesus in the Gospel of John (see the passages above).

». While we’ll study the work of Spirit in depth in the coming lessons, can you think of
some reasons this is such a fitting title for the Spirit?
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Application Project

Speaking Clearly About the Holy Spirit
Work in pairs or small groups.

Consider the following statements:

“I just need more of the Spirit.”

“The Spirit is like a force.”

i

“Jesus and the Spirit are basically the same.’

“I felt the Spirit in that moment.”
Discuss:
1. What might this person mean?
2. What is helpful in the statement?
3. What needs clarification?
4. How could you respond clearly and graciously?

Be prepared to share one response with the class.

Additional Exercises

\. How does the original meaning of the word “spirit” help us understand the meaning
of Ezekiel’s vision in Ezekiel 37? How does the continuing context show the
correctness of this understanding (see especially v. 14)?

. Read through the first 5 chapters of Acts. Take special note of the passages that
show us that the Holy Spirit must be a living and conscious being, as distinct from
the “feelings” of early Christians. In what way do these passages also show us that
the Holy Ghost is a being with divine power and authority?

Next Lesson Preview

b 13

In the next lesson, we will examine the Spirit’s “strange” work of contrition—how he
exposes sin in order to prepare hearts for the comfort of the gospel.
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