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Purpose

To give the Holy Spirit of God the opportunity to teach us, and to apply to our own
hearts—from a study of God’s Holy Word—some basic truths about a Christian’s
stewardship of his treasures.

To encourage us to be more faithful, committed, joyful stewards of all that our God has
given to us.

Overview

* Session 1:  What is Christian Stewardship?

* Session 2: Stewardship Encouragement (2 Corinthians 8:1-15)
* Session 3: Stewardship Leadership (2 Corinthians 8:16-9:5)

* Session 4: Stewardship Blessings (2 Corinthians 9:6-15)
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Session 1: What Is Christian Stewardship?

Comment on the following definitions of Christian stewardship. What are their
strengths? their weaknesses? Which one(s) do you prefer? Why?

Stewardship is the management of God's mission using God's resources.

» Stewardship is a believer's response to divine truth.

» Stewardship is what | do after | say | believe.

» Stewardship is the God-pleasing use of the abilities and resources God has given
us.

» Stewardship is the practice of the Christian religion.

» Stewardship is the action of the indwelling Christ.

» Stewardship is an interpretation of the Christian meaning of life as a whole.

» Stewardship is a living expression of one's faith in Christ crucified.

» Stewardship is the natural consequence of an experience with God, the natural
reaction of the human heart that has been touched by the divine Spirit.

» Stewardship—in the broad sense—is sanctification.

Truth 1: A proper understanding of Christian stewardship begins with the
understanding that stewardship is [a part of] the Christian's life of
sanctification.
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* Sanctification
“The new life, both of the heart and of the conduct, effected in regeneration”
“A medicinal act of God performed in the heart of man, which produces an
inherent habitual righteousness as compared with justification, which is “a

declaratory act of God performed outside of man, which imputes to man a foreign
righteousness.”

Truth 2: Sanctification, because of the lingering presence of the old man, is
unlike justification, which is instant and complete. Sanctification is a
process and is always incomplete (Luther says the Christian is simul
justus et peccator, “at the same time righteous and a sinner”).

* The way the Scriptures describe the old man

Ephesians 4:22 What motivates the old man (see also 1 John 2:15)7?

1 Corinthians 2:14 Why is the old man unwilling and unable to accept what God
says?

Romans 8:7,8 What is the attitude of the old man toward God? What can't it
do?

Romans 7:22,23  Why is peaceful coexistence between the old man and the
new man impossible (see also Galatians 5:17)?

* The effect of the old man upon stewardship

= The old man would change 1 Corinthians 10:31 to read, “Whether you eat or
drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of self.”

= The old man does not ask, “What can | do for others?” but “What's in it for
me?”
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= The old man loves material wealth rather than God.

= The old man is

greedy

covetous

idolatrous

envious

this-world minded
self-centered
materialistic

more concerned about getting than giving
selfish

desirous of self-glory

L 2R 2B 2R 28 2R 2% 2R 2% 2% 4

= The old man cannot produce a Christian stewardship response.

What are some non-Christian stewardship motives?

* The way the Scriptures describe the new man

2 Corinthians 5:17 What has the new man become?

Ephesians 4:24 How do the Scriptures describe the new man of the
Christian? (See also Colossians 3:10.)

Romans 6:6,7 To what is the new man no longer a slave?

Romans 7:22 How does the new man feel about God’s will?

* The effect of the new man upon stewardship

= The new man says, “Whether | eat or drink or whatever | do, | want to do it all
to the glory of God.”
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= The new man does not ask, “What’s in it for me?” but “What can | do for
others?”

= The new man loves God rather than material wealth.

= The new man is

generous

content

satisfied

spiritual-minded

God-centered

more concerned about giving than getting
desirous of God's glory, rather than self-glory

L 2R 2R 2R 2% 2B 2% 4

= The new man can produce only a Christian stewardship response.

Truth 3: Growth in sanctification, hence also in Christian stewardship, occurs
as the new man gains ascendancy over the old man. Such growth is
effected through a proper use of law and gospel.

* The purpose of the law

Romans 3:20 For what purpose did God give us his law?

Romans 6:23 With what does God’s law threaten the sinner?

* The law’s effect on Christian stewardship

= The law can never, with all its commands, threats, and promises, produce a
single good work. The old man can only be put to death, not reformed.

= The law, therefore, can never produce the good work of Christian
stewardship.
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= The law can—and should—be used to point to specific sins that militate
against sound stewardship practices, such as greed, covetousness, and
materialism (see Luke 12:13-21).

= The law also serves the purpose of guiding grateful Christians in their lives as
stewards.

* The purpose of the gospel

Matthew 9:13 What does the gospel announce and convey to the sinner?
1 Peter 1:23 What does God bring about through the gospel?
John 15:5 What does the gospel produce and empower (see also

Galatians 2:20)7?

* The gospel's effect on Christian stewardship

= The gospel produces an “l will” rather than an “I must” attitude toward
stewardship (see Luke 19:1-10).

= The gospel produces generous, even lavish, displays of Christ-honoring love
(see Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8).

Truth 4: God-pleasing stewardship motivation flows from the gospel, not the
law.

¢ What is motivation?

= Motivation is an incentive, that which incites to action.

= All behavior is motivated, but not all behavior is properly motivated.
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What is gospel motivation?

Complete the following sentences:

Romans 12:1,2 Gospel-motivated behavior is behavior that

1 John 4:19 Gospel-motivated behavior is behavior that

2 Corinthians 5:15 Gospel-motivated behavior is behavior that

Summary: There is only one foundational motivation for a Christian's life of
sanctification, hence for Christian stewardship: Christ's love for the world
as displayed by his living for us and dying for us. This love of God in Christ
is the heart and center of the gospel (see John 3:16).

For Reflection and Discussion

1.

Agree or disagree? Christians give because they love Jesus.

Comment on the following:

Sentence in a sermon or newsletter: “It's because of your greed and
selfishness that we are running a deficit in our budget.”

* Christ said, “Go and make disciples.” He didn't say, “Go and raise money.”

* We need to avoid telling members to work for the church; we should be
teaching them to work as the church.

» Christian stewardship does not consist in raising money, but in raising people.

3. How would you define Christian stewardship?
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