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The Resurrection of Our Lord – Festival Service
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
RETURN OF ALLELUIA

148 – The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

[Easter Festival Worship – 2]

EASTER GREETING
M Christ is arisen!
C He is risen indeed.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

150 – Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia

Stand as the hymn is introduced.

[Easter Festival Worship – 3]

AN EASTER DIALOG
M This is the day the Lord has made.
C We will rejoice and be glad in it.
M I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
M Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?
C Death has been swallowed up in victory.
M The Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to springs of living
water.
C And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
M Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
M Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us
alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his
called servant:
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
C (spoken) Amen.
Be seated

[Easter Festival Worship – 4]

SONG OF PRAISE

Rejoice This Easter Day

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M O God, you made this holy day shine with the glory of our Lord’s resurrection. Grant that we
who have been raised from the death of sin by your Holy Spirit may worship you in sincerity
and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C (spoken) Amen.

[Easter Festival Worship – 5]

LESSON

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to
more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.
3

For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was
not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was
with me. 11 Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
9

ANTHEM (Senior Choir)

1.

Heaven’s Door… an Easter Carol

Text by NANCY GIFFORD, American folk tune “Soldiers Dance”
Copyright © 2014 by Hinshaw Music Inc. Reprinted under CCLI License 3081415

As Mary walked to the tomb that day, an angel rolled the stone away.
“Have no fear,” the angel said, “your Lord is risen from the dead.”

Refrain
Sing, “Alleluia, God be praised; Jesus from the tomb is raised.”
Sing alleluias evermore, love has opened heaven’s door.
2.

The Roman soldiers grew faint with fear to see a mighty angel appear,
The earth, it shook with a quaking sound, and all of the soldiers hit the ground.
Refrain
3.

When Peter entered the tomb with John, they both could see that Jesus was gone,
The cloth He wore was there instead, for Christ had risen from the dead.
Refrain
4.

Then off they ran to tell the story; God had raised His son to glory,
“Go deliver the news,” they said, “that Christ is risen from the dead.
Refrain

[Easter Festival Worship – 6]

GOSPEL

Luke 24:1-12

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices
they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but
when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering
about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their
fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do
you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” 8 Then they remembered his
words.
LUKE 24:1

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them
who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed
to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the
strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
9

HYMN OF THE DAY

160 – This Joyful Eastertide

[Easter Festival Worship – 7]

SERMON

Three Words of Truth:
Remember Jesus Christ, He Has Risen!

After the sermon, please stand

NICENE CREED
C

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.

[Easter Festival Worship – 8]

2 Timothy 2:8

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated

OFFERATORY, FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Stand
M O God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the
sheep, we thank and praise you for the mercy you have shown us through his glorious
resurrection. Grant that on this day believers throughout the world may see the fullness of your
grace and peace. Give us a living hope to believe that the grave has no power over us and that
we have been made partakers of eternal life.
C Strengthen your people that we may be faithful to death and may receive the crown of life.
M Almighty God, as your Son on this day rose from the dead for us, victorious over sin and the
grave, grant that sin may no longer live in our hearts. By the power of his resurrection set our
minds on things above, not on earthly things.
C Grant that in Christ’s resurrection we may conquer sin and find strength to resist the
devil’s temptations.

[Easter Festival Worship – 9]

M Rule over the nations of the earth, O Lord, that they may join the hosts of heaven in songs of
Christ’s victorious triumph. Bless and preserve the President and Congress of the United States
of America and all those who govern and guide us in this great city so that freedom, justice,
righteousness, and peace may prevail. Watch over the members of our armed forces as they
protect our nation from harm and evil. Grant contentment to service personnel and their families
as they spend these holy days apart from one other.
C Comfort those who mourn the loss of those they love and sustain the innocent who are
caught in the carnage and cruelty of war.
M In every adversity preserve us, O Lord. Heal the sick, giving them the hope of a glorious body in
the resurrection of the dead. With the promises of this great day remove the fear of death from
the hearts of the dying and the sadness of death from hearts that feel the loss of family and
friends. Defend the weak and vulnerable, especially the unborn, the aged, those who are hungry,
homeless, unemployed, and those who are struggling under the load of troubles and trials.
C Bestow your gracious favor on our homes and families and bless us with Easter’s joy and
consolation.
M We give thanks for all those who have died and now live with Christ in the triumph of Easter,
especially our own faithful departed loved ones.
C Unite us with them in the hope of the resurrection of the dead.
M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer
M Hear us, O Father, for the sake of him who is the firstborn of the dead and is now alive
forevermore, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE (spoken)
M The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
M Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C It is good and right so to do.

[Easter Festival Worship – 10]

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you
especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who by his
sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

130 (3) – Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

[Easter Festival Worship – 11]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
M Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son,
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from
sin, death, and the devil’s power.
By his incarnation, he became one with us.
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true
faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C (spoken) Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

[Easter Festival Worship – 12]

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this
is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C (spoken) Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

143 (1,5) – He’s Risen, He’s Risen

Be seated

We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive Holy Communion is a
testimony of the confession and commitment we share as members of the Lutheran
Church. We ask guests who are not members of our denomination to speak with one of
the pastors before joining us at the altar so that all may have a clear understanding of
our faith and practice. Thank you.

[Easter Festival Worship – 13]

DISTRIBUTION SONG (11:00)

Easter Song

Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing that we can be born again!
Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing, “Christ is risen from the dead!”
The angel upon the tombstone said, “He is risen just as He said,
Quickly now go tell His disciples that Jesus Christ is no longer dead!”
Joy to the world, He is risen, Alleluia!

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

152 – I Know That My Redeemer Lives

Hymn continues on next page.

[Easter Festival Worship – 14]

PRAYER
Stand
M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C (spoken) And his mercy endures forever.
M We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you give us to eat
and to drink in this sacrament. We pray that through this precious gift you would feed our
faith, nourish our hope, and strengthen our love that we may live as your people now and as
your guests forever at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C (spoken) Amen.

BLESSING
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C (spoken) Amen.

[Easter Festival Worship – 15]

CLOSING HYMN

145 – Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

Be seated following the hymn

[Easter Festival Worship – 16]

