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OPENING HYMN

110 – My Song Is Love Unknown
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Stand
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M Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm
our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly
that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and
bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Be Seated

 Psalms Section 
On Maundy Thursday evening, after washing the disciples’ feet, praying for the Church, celebrating the Passover, and
instituting the Lord’s Supper, Jesus left the upper room, “when they had sung a hymn.” More than likely those hymns
were comprised of the traditional Passover Psalms. So, this evening, we join to sing Psalms appropriate for the season.

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU (Psalm 141)

M Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may
sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
[Maundy Thursday – page 4]

PSALM

Psalm 22

Silence for meditation

M Father, when your Son hung on the cross, he cried out to you in agony and grief. You gave
him the strength to endure so that death might be destroyed and life restored. Have mercy on
us all our days and preserve us in true faith unto life everlasting; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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PSALM

Psalm 69

Silence for meditation

M God our Father, you fulfilled the ancient prophecies in Christ’s Passover from death to life.
Through the contemplation of his healing wounds, make us zealous for your Church and
grateful for your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
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 Word Section 
LESSON

John 13:1-17, 34

The word “Maundy” in Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin word “mandatum,” which means “commandment.” The
commandment to which it refers may either be Jesus’ command at the institution of the Lord’s Supper to “do this in
remembrance of me” or the “new command” (new, as in, a “fresh” way of looking at it) to “love one another”. The
second option is found at the end of Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet. As Jesus, our Lord, stooped to serve us, so we
serve one another with humble love.
JOHN 13:1

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now
showed them the full extent of his love. 2The evening meal was being served, and the devil had
already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had
put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he
got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the
towel that was wrapped around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

6

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”

7

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you
have no part with me.”
8

”Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

9

Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body
is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was going to
betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean.
10

12

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place.
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13“You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set you an example that you should
do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be
blessed if you do them…
…34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another.
[Maundy Thursday – page 7]

HYMN

497 – This Is My Will

SERMON

John 13:1-15

The Scepter of the King is a Towel
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 Prayer Section 
MUSICAL OFFERTORY

We Will Feast in the House of Zion

2015 Drink Your Tea Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC), joshmooreownsthismusic (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Chorus:
We will feast in the house of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more
We will not be burned by the fire
He is the LORD our God
We are not consumed, by the flood
Upheld, protected, gathered up

(Chorus)

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh how long?
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength

(Chorus)

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom.

(Chorus)

Stand

LORD, HAVE MERCY
M In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:

M For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and
for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:
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M For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for
joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord:

M For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and
health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord:

M For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind,
and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray, O Lord:

M For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose
souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:

M In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your
care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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M Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

SONG OF SIMEON

 Departing 
ALTAR STRIPPING

While the cantor and congregation sing the final hymn, the altar is solemnly stripped of its “vestments”.
The stripping of the altar symbolizes the desertion by the disciples and the impending stripping of Jesus’ body (John
19:23). We are reminded of the humility and suffering that our Savior was about to endure on our behalf.
There is no benediction for this service in recognition that the services of Holy Week are knit into one cloth. Only after the
joy of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter day will the congregation close her worship with a benediction.
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CLOSING HYMN

117 – O Dearest Jesus
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