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In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,
We lie and do not live by the truth.
If we claim to be without sin,
We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
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Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your child. Yet in
mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For his sake, O God, be
merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of the Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days.
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If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm our
hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly that we
may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world.
Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Why do the nations | conspire*
and the peoples | plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together a | gainst the LORD*
and against his A | nointed One.

The One enthroned in | heaven laughs;*
the Lord | scoffs at them.
Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, | saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my | holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree | of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your | Father.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit,
as it was in the be | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of your Church. Help us, as members of
his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of his grace and glory,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.





Mark 14:55-65

M Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace and
quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be
with us in truth and love.
Amen.

The word “passion” seems an odd word to use when speaking about the
path Jesus walked to the cross. We generally reserve the word passion to
describe moments of strong or barely controllable emotion. But Jesus’ way
to the cross, though emotional for us, was marked by his restraint, silence,
and utter control over his emotions. Even so, the final period of Jesus’ life
is traditionally referred to as his “passion”.
In this case, passion is used in its alternate or second use. It comes from the
Latin verb patior, passus sum which means “to suffer, bear, or endure”.
Jesus’ Passion, therefore, does not describe his emotional state, but tells us
about the intense suffering Jesus’ endured during the days leading up to and
including his death.
When we consider Jesus and the people around him in his Passion, we can’t
help but think of their hands – the hands that beat their breast, accepted
money for betrayal, petulantly swung swords, pointed in accusation, beat
and disavowed, praised, washed, were pierced, and offered eternal life. In
short, we can’t help but think about how we sinners have had the same
sinful hands of those who surrounded Jesus in his Passion, and how Jesus
our Savior has touched us with his hands of grace.
Join us as we walk the way to the cross and out of the empty tomb during
the Wednesday evenings of Lent and throughout Holy Week under the
theme “The Hands of the Passion”.
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Ash Wednesday (2/17)
Midweek 2 (2/24)
Midweek 3 (3/3)
Midweek 4 (3/10)
Midweek 5 (3/17)
Midweek 6 (3/24)

Hands of Repentance (Tax Collector)
Hands of Betrayal (Judas)
Hands of Misguided Zeal (Peter)
Hands of Hypocrisy (Caiaphas)
Hands of Brutality (Soldiers)
Hands of Self-Preservation (Pilate)

Luke 18:9-14
John 13:21-30
John 18:4-11
Mark 14:55-65
Matthew 27:27-31
Matthew 27:15-26
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Palm Sunday (3/28)
Holy Thursday (4/1)
Good Friday (4/2)
Easter Sunday (4/4)

Hands of Praise (Disciples and Crowds)
Hands of Humility (Jesus)
Nail-Pierced Hands (Jesus)
Life-Giving Hands (Jesus)

Mark 11:1-11
John 13:1-5,12-17
Luke 23:32-34
John 20:19-23

